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GST INCLUSIVE 


CHELSEA'S 
SHIELD 


helsea inflicted Manchester 
United their third successive 
Charity Shield defeat in as many 
years over the weekend as they clinched 
the match 2-0 after United skipper Roy 
Keane became the first player sent off in 
a Charity Shield since 1974. 
Chelsea thoroughly deserved their vic- 


World Cup hero 
signs for Olympic 


>) 


Jim Fraser: Former World Cup star now 
with Sydney Olympic. 


By John Economos John Economos 


ustralia’s World Cup hero goal- 
At: Jimmy Fraser, was last 

Thursday snapped up by Sydney 
orane as their goalkeeper specialist 
coach. 

Whilst playing in goals in the 1973 
World Cup qualifiers, Frasee’s world class 
heroic exhibition between the uprights 
against the super tough Iran and the 
unbreakable South Korea, was the most 
significant season why Australia muinaged 
to go through and qualify for our first, and 
only, World Cup Finals in Munich 1974. 

Two weeks ago it looked as if Olympic 
was about to sign another former 
Australian international goalkeeper, 
Ronnie Corry for the position. 

But Olympic missed out when the for- 
mer assistant coach (Corry) at 
Wollongong was upgraded to take over the 
vacated position of head coach, left behind 
by the departing Nick Theodorakopoulos. 


However, despite Olympic’s major 
coup last week in securing Fraser on its 
coaching staff, the Sydney club will only 
be able to employ him on a part-time 
basis. 

Fraser is far too valuable a coach to be 
stuck exclusively at a club level only. 

For the past almost year, Fraser has 
been drafted in by Australia’s Olympic 
Games’ coach Raul Blanco to work the 
goalkeepers in training camps, in prepara- 
tion for next month’s Games. 

It has taken just over 25 years for 
authorities in Australian Soccer to wake 
up and drag Fraser out of the wildemess to 
use his most unquestionable high quality 
experience. 

Thankfully Blanco, a highly experi- 
enced coach, had the wisdom and the vivd 
memory plus respect for the great goal- 
keeper, that enabled him to bring Fraser 
‘back on deck’ on the international Soccer 
scene. 

(Continued on Page 3) 


THE GOOD OIL... 


PAGES 4-5 


tory and won it through goals by new sign- 
ing Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink and Mario} 
Melchiot. 

Although outplayed and having only| 
one strike on goal in the 90 minutes, 
United are still favoured to take out the! 
Premier League. 


Full report page 9 


‘Nikas, Canterbury Marriekville's 24-year-old electrician | 
shocked last Saturday night when he hit the jackpot for the 
second tine at Sye's Star City Casino to tak ot the Gd 


‘Soceer Federation's 


Annual Awards 
Dinner. 
Two years ago 


| Jimmy jointly won 


| Suburbs” 


the Gold Medal with 
the then Leichhardt 


polling 34 points, 
edging Eastern 
Craig 
Shiarpley by two and 
Penrith Punthers’ 
Danny Hinton by 
three votes. 


Full Awards 
wrap in coloured 
centre-spread 


& 


NSW Minister for Sport & Recreation, 
Mr John Watkins (left) and NSWSF 
President Peter Gray (right)with 
dual Gold Medallist, Jimmy Nikas. 


-VSF GOLD MEDAL 
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ARLTON EYES 


EPPING STADIUM 


- League club Melbourne Raiders, who 
were relegated to division one of the State 
League last season, and State League divi- 


By Bort van Bedaf 


$ forecast in last week’s ABSW, 
Aten league club Carlton is 

eyeing Epping stadium in outer- 
suburban Whittlesea as one of its play- 
ing venues for the coming season. 

The Blues are contemplating playing at 
three venues during the season, at South 
Melbourne’s Bob Jane stadium, at its 
ostensible home of Olympic Park and at 


Epping. 


City of Whittlesea Mayor, Cr Sam 
Alessi said no “official approach” had 
been made by Carlton, but club consultant 
Phil Cleary made it clear contact had been 


made, 


He took NSL chief Stefan Kamasz out 
to Epping and the pair met Alessi at the 


ground, 


“Stefan met with Alessi. They (council) 
are interested in discussing us playing 


there further,” he said. 


Cleary also confirmed the club had held 
discussions with South Melbourne Tegard- 


ing Bob Jane. 


Epping stadium is currently the home 


sion two club Whittlesea Stallions, 


better media and corporate facilities, 


as.foreshadowed in ABSW last week. 


clubs. 


the club and the project of relocating. 


soccer venue, 


ground of former Victorian Premier 


Joe Caruso: Putting together a consortium. 


An Olympic training venue with a 
superior pitch and excellent floodlights, 
the stadium is not completely up to NSL 
standard, requiring more seating as well as 


But a move to Epping would offer 
Carlton an ideal home and potentially 
large supporter base. It is also considering 
changing its name to Melbourne Victory, 


The club is presently lobbying the 
Victorian government for funds to develop 
the ground. The Whittlesea council leases 
the ground to the two Victorian league 


Melbourne Raiders president Joe 
Caruso is believed to be assisting in form- 
ing a consortium that could take control of 


A figure of $300,000, equally shared 
between club and local government, hes 
been mentioned as a suitable amount to 
develop the stadium as a major regional 


& OO ———————— 
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TALKING WITH MR ED & 


ack fo the conyentional format this 

week and another big week as usual. 
Although thankfully not so many mil- 
lions changing hands overseas as we've 
seen in the last few weeks. In saying that, 
take a look at our special feature on the 
huge state of players’ wages and the 
demands some players require these 
days (page 24). Players of the past will be 
turning in their graves. 


taying with the game abroad, we've 
introduced a new column by Arvind 
Hickman (page 18). Arvind will be looking 
at the pick of our Aussies around the globe. 
A great read to keep us all up to date with 


our stars abroad. 
Spine of Aussies abroad, the 
Champions league qualifier between 
Leeds United and 1860 Munich had a dis- 
tinct Australian flavour (page 26) with 
Viduka having an outstanding performance 
for Leeds, Agostino scoring the crucial 
away goal for Munich and Zelic getting 
sent off! I wonder what would have hap- 
pend if Kewell had played as well? 


tes English Premier League continues to 
attract the foreign legion. Now it’s 
Italian Christian Panucci and Croatian Alen 
Boksic (page 23). If you want to read a 
classic follow up story to this, have a look 
at page 21, where English coach Kevin 
Keegan discusses the problem with having 
foreigners keeping British youngsters out 
of teams, 


By Greg Danvers 


amilton Olympic earned the 

right to contest their third con- 

secutive NBN Soccer League 
grand final with a 2-1 extra-time, win 
over the Cessnock Hornets at Darling 
Street Oval on Sunday. 

The game was locked at 1-1 after regula- 
tion time with substitute Stuart McAteer 
breaking the deadlock with a 122nd minute 
golden goal. 

A neat cross from Craig Wallwork found 
McAteer clear on the edge of the box and 
he calmly headed the ball past Cessnock 
“keeper Peter Oberhausen into the corner of 
the net. 

Hamilton meet premiers Edgeworth 
Eagles this Sunday at Breakers Stadium for 
their chance at a third straight grand final 
victory. 

Cessnock, after collecting the wooden 
spoon last season, bought well in the off- 


NORTHERN NSW FINALS 


till in England, it seems Gazza has still 
got it A goal on debut (page 29) albeit 
against lowly oppos . Apparently it was 


a beauty though! 

Bo on the home front now, it's great to 
see Jim Fraser back in the game in a big 

way (front and page 3), He is a giznt on 

many levels in this sport. Good luck Jim, 

ABSW wishes you well. 


Am wrap to the NSWSF, who put on 
a fantastic Gold Medal Award evening 
at Sydney's Star City Casino Ball Room 
over the weekend. A huge event, a huge 
night and some classic entertainment. (Full 
wrap and colour pictorial in the centre 
pages), 

Congratulations Peter Gray and co. A 
super effort! 


n saying that, I'm sure the VSF Gold 
Medal night was just as memorable with 
ex-Knights player Damian Vojtek taking 
the honours. (page 13) Hopefully a pictori- 
al to come in the coming weeks. 
Gpesking of the Knights, a super feature 
on their plans for the future by 


Melboure Editor Bert van Bedaf. (page 8). 
Definitely worth the read. 


nd finally, for all of you who are 

uperstitious about the number 13. 
Just ask Kevin Pressman - you won't 
believe why? (page 30), 


~Fa. 


season and had their best year for many 
decades with Trevor Morris at the helm. 

The grand final qualifier was scoreless a 
half-time. 

Seven minutes after the 
break Hamilton’s Trent Austin steered 
home a Benn Lane cross to give the home 
side a sniff of victory. 

Cessnock, as they have done all season, 
fought on gamely and were rewarded with 
the equaliser in the dying stages of normal 
time, 

Hamilton ‘keeper Liam Baker punched 
away a Neville Smith cross which fell at the 
feet cf Craig Beckett, who drove the ball 
low into the comer, 

In the 2HD Soccer League premiers 
West Wallsend play Medowie in the grand 
final this Saturday at Breakers Stadium. 

Medowie beat Tingira 1-0 with Peter 
Petryk scoring the winner to set up 
Medowie's first grand final in their short 
two years in the second division. 


ACT PREMIERSHIP FINALS 


By Graham Cooke 


{was never going to be a day 
1 the goal scorers, and in 

the end it was a goalkeeper, 
Angelo Konstantinou, who stole 
the show as Canberra Olympic 
inched into the ACT 
Premiership preliminary final 
with a penalty shoot-out win 
over Monaro. 
Olympic, who languished in 
mid-table at the end of the first 
round of the regular season, now 
meet Belconnen United, beaten 2- 
0 by minor premiers Gungahlin 
Juventus on Sunday, 

The win for Olympic was prob- 
ably the right result, after the 
teams had finished at 1-1 after full 
and extra time, but there were 
enough uncertainties on a wet, 
slippery and bumpy surface at 
Woden Park to ensure lapses of 
concentration would be punished. 
This is exactly what happened 
to Olympic four minutes from the 
end of ordinary time. Their usual- 
ly tight defence was caught in the 
belief the game was already won, 


and allowed veteran Jimmy Baxter 
to drift in unnoticed at the far post, 

Suddenly a long cross found 
him with the ball at his feet and 
free of any attendants. The former 
Canberra Cosmos National 
League player rarely wastes 
opportunities this inviting and 
took all the time he needed before 
placing the ball past Konstantinou, 

But that was to prove the only 
time the big goalkeeper had to pull 
the ball out of his net. Full time 
came and then a half-hour of extra 
time. 

At any moment the golden-goal 
tule could have ended the match, 
but in the gathering-gloom both 
sides were content to thump the 
ball forward in the hope that some- 
one up front had the legs to chase 


survive. 


They rarely did, although with 
moments left Monaro goalkeeper 
Tony Guarino failed to gather a 
cross and with the ball bouncing 
dangerously, it was Baxter again 
playing the hero, this time by 
hacking it away from danger. 

So to penalties, and a chance 
for Konstantino to show the 


Guarino. 


watching Cosmos coach Tom 
Sermanni that he is the man for the 
Number one jersey this summer - 
should, of course, the NSL club 


‘He had nothing to do with the 
first kick, which Matt Julliene sent 
wide, but in quick succession he 
got in the way of an accurately- 
driven drive from John Nelson, 
saved with his legs off Ilija 
Prenzoski, then got a hand to the 
shot from Baxter, 

His team-mates had not been 
making his job easier, Takis 
Artvanitis saw his shot saved by 
Guarino, and Niegosh Popovich 
hit the post. but Pino Seminara 
found the net and when Elliott 
Zwangobani also struck into the 
comer, Olympic were alive for 
it another week, 

Earlier, they had seized the ini- 
tiative with a goal in the 34th 
minute - a shot from Steve 
Vanzelti deflected off the defence 
to Elia Salloum who volleyed a 
shot home past a poorly sighted 


Olympic coach Baz Giampaolo 
said afterwards the match could 


have gone either way. 


any opportunities, 


bad decisions on the ball. 


scoring form in order,” 


box. 


“I really don’t know how we 
Baye away the goal. Baxter just 
appeared, and he wasn’t going to 
miss from that range, but until 
then J don’t think we gave them 


“We should have sealed the off. 
game at 1-0, but we made a few 


“Having said that, I felt com- 
fortable with the penalty kicks. 
With a goalkeeper of Angelo’s 
class you have to feel confident. 

“The important thing to do this 
week is concentrate on getting our 


Over the border at Riverside in 
Queanbeyan, Gungahlin Juventus 
entered the grand final with their 
2-0 win over Belconnen United. 

Belconnen had penalty claims 
turned down three minutes into the 
game when it appeared Marko 
Perinovic was brought down in the 


At the other end one was 
awarded when Scott Manson 
felled Stan Blazevski. Steve 
Lazzari added to his already big 
tally for the season, sending Chris 


Freeman the wrong way. 

Early in the second half Lazzari 
robbed Jaime Mauro of the ball 
and, remaining cool under pres- 
sure with Freeman to beat, calmly 
laid off a pass for his striking part- 
ner, George Cattanach, to finish 


Both sides had a number of 
good chances and Tony Giannasca 
shone when in the first half he 
pulled off a pair of spectacular 
teflex saves. 

Results in other divi 
Under 23s: major semi final, 
Belconnen United 4 University of 
Canberra 2; minor, Monaro 0 
Canberra Deakin 2. 

Under 19s: major semi-final, 
Gungahlin Juventus 4 Canberra 
Deakin 1; minor, Tuggeranong 
United 3 Weston Creek Royals 7. 
Masters: regular season final 
round, ANU { Tuggeranong 
United 0, Belconnen United 1 
University of Canberra 5, Belwest 
0 Kambah Rovers 7, Canberra 
City 4 St Francis 4, 


»* *& FEATURE STORY * * 


WORLD CUP HERO SIGNS FOR OLYMPIC 


(Continued from page 1) 
By John. Economos 


In fact Blanco was still 
playing in the early 70s and 
had witnessed Fraser first 
hand whilst he wore the 
gloves for the mighty St 
George team that had no less 
than 10 internationals in its 
fine up. 

Ironically it was Sydney 
Olympic’s current Téchnical 
Director of Youth, Frank 
Arok that signed Fraser from 
Polonia in the second 
division to upgrade into the 
St George star-studded side 
skippered by former 
Australian captain, Johnny 
Warren, 

But ironically still, this 
time it was NOT Arok that 
drafted Fraser to Olympic 
last week but General 
manager Petet Raskopoulos. 

And no yet again, it was 
not ‘Rasko’ who thought of 
Fraser for the Club. 

It was former Pan 
Hellenic’s goalkeeping 
freak, Tony Maglis, 
‘Rasko’s’ pal, who strongly 
pushed that Olympic signs 
up the former Australian 
international hero, 

During the 1973 World 
Cup qualifiers, Fraser saved 
the Australian national team 
on numerous occasions from 
certain defeat in the fierce 
battles against the very 
tough Iranians and equally 
tough, but mobile, South 
Koreans. 

In those battles, whenever 
the fearsome enemy looked 


like breaking through, it was 
the fearless Fraser that 
tepeatedly came flying off 
his line to cover. 

On five occasions, against 
both nations, Fraser looked 
like he was about to be 
confronted with deadly one- 
on-one situations as strikers 
flew towards Australia’s net. 

With lightening reading 
and reflexes, Fraser flew 
well out of his penalty box, 
to stop the attackers dead in 
their tracks with solid 
sliding-crashing tackles to 
save Australia. 


World Cup 1974 

Tt’s now recorded in the 
indelible Soccer history 
records how Peter Wilson’s 
Australian side valiantly 
busted through for West 
Germany. 

With the aid of the 
famous 35 metre screaming 
sole goal scored by the Late 
Jimmy Mackay in the Hong 
Kong decider against South 
Korea, galvanised by the 
heroics of Australia’s 
goalkeeper-cum-second 
sweeper Fraser in the last 
three qualifiers, Australia 
boarded the aircraft. 


Destination 


West Germany 
The event-the 1974 World 
Cup Finals in Munich. 
Despite his incredible and 
magnificent heroics with the 
gloves, Fraser failed to board 
the plane that lifted the 
Australian team to Hamburg. 
During 1974, Fraser, a 
former Police crack motor 


~~ s = 
Raul Blanco: Drafted 

Fraser into the Olympic 

Games’ Coaching Staff. 
cyclist, ran a ‘Guard Dog 
Security’ business which no- 
one could look after, to 
allow him time off to go to 
the World Cup with 
Australia. 

Fraser had bred and 
trained a team of fierce 
German attack-guard dogs 
that patrolled vast factory 
areas and were extremely 
difficult to control—other 
than by the strong Australian 
goalkeeper. 

Fraser’s abscence from 
the World Cup made 
headlines in West Germany. 

The German print media 
and television networks 
interrogated the Australian 
team on arrival on what was 
the real story about 
Australia’s missing 
goalkeeper with the German 
attack dogs. 

Fraser’s World Cup 
absence was still being 
questioned five years later 
when the famous Franz 
Beckenbauer came to 
Australia as captain of the 
USA’s high profiled NEW 
YORK COSMOS. 

One of Australia’s all- 


time great internationals that 
actually played with Fraser, 
but wished to be left 
unnamed, stated to ABSW: 
“Tt was a great honour 
playing for Australia with 
that guy (Fraser) behind us 
all. 

“He certainly was 
Australia’s most unsung 
hero in getting Australia to 
the World Cup Finals in 
West Germany.” 

The former Australian 
international went on to add: 
“In the last qualifying 
games, especially against 
South Korea in Sydney (0-0) 
and Iran over in Teheran, 
Jimmy was magnificent in 
those torrid battles,” he 
ended, 

As another ardent 
Australian Soccer fan jested 
back in 1974: “If we had 
Jimmy Fraser over in 
Hamburg, maybe we could 
have even gone ahead and 
won the World Cup”. 

Today, Sydney 
Olympic’s, plus some of our 
national goalkeepers, will 
hugely benefit after they 
have been exposed, and 
hammered, by Fraser’s 
razor-sharp work-outs on 
the training pitch, 

Fraser’s excellent ability 
to clearly communicate, 
easily enables him to convey 
his vast volumes of precious 
international experience to 
all the goalkeepers that have 
worked, or will work under 
him. 

Jim Fraser, “Welcome 
back to the Australian 
international scene. 


JIMMY FRASER: Fraser gets airborne for a cross whilst in action for NSW’s 
clash against England touring side Birmingham City at Wentworth Park, 


Sydney in June 1973. 


Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club Inc. 


Trials for Cadets, Youth League, & 
(Under 19s & Ist Grade by invitation only) 


Under 11 

Saturday 30th September 1.00pm 
Saturday 7th October 1.00pm 
Saturday 14th October 1.00pm 
Saturday 21st October 1.00pm. 


Cadets 


Venue: Algie Park, Ramsay Street. Haberfield. 


Under 12 

Sunday 1st October 3.00pm 
Sunday 8th October 3.00pm. 
Sunday 15th October 3.00pm. 
Sunday 22nd October 3.00pm 


JIMMY FRASER: Putting one of his attack-guard dogs, ‘Gypsy’, through her obedience routine. 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLE: 


Monday 25th September 
Monday 2nd October 
Monday 9th October 
Monday 16th October 


‘Thursday 28th September 
Thursday 5th October 
Thursday 12th October 
Thursday 19th October 


Friday 29th September 
Friday 6th October 
Friday 13th October 
Friday 20th October 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6,00pm 
6.00pm 


Saturday 30th September 
Saturday 7th October 
Saturday 14th October 
Saturday 21st October 


Sunday Ist October 
Sunday 8th October 
Sunday 15th October 
Sunday 22nd October 


Under 17 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


Sunday 1st October 
Sunday 8th October 
Sunday 15th October 
Sunday 22nd October 
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9.00am 
9.90am 
9.00am 
9.00pm 


9.00em 
9.00am 
9.00pm 


§.00am 


11.00am 
11.00am 
11,00am 
11.00am 


SE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS INFO LINES 
9560 5414 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm) or Mobile: 0102 306 666 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


ARCONI last week, 
as pre empted by 
‘good Oil’, signed up 
Brisbane Lions’ attacking 
midfielder Sasa Raduloyic, 

The 22-year-old 
industrious _ midfield 
goalscorer has already 
impressed Marconi’s coach 
Eddie Krncevie at training 
sessions, 

Marconi who 
commenced their pre- 
season three weeks ago, 
have had daily double 
sessions, 

Last week Marconi had 
a friendly hit out against 
neighbouring NSW Super 
League Grand Finalists, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles, 
running out 7-2 winners, 

Newly signed striker 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 


SOCCER FOOTBALL 
CLUB INC. 


Sutherland is recruiting players for its 
First Grade and Under 19 teams. 


Trials are being held at the 
Seymour Shaw Park 


Soccer Stadium 
at 6.30pm on the following dates: 


First Grade: 
Tuesday 15, 22, 29 August 


Under 19: 


Thursday 17, 24, 31 August 


Additional information at our web: 
www.sutherlandsoccer.com.au 


Fairfield Bulls 


Soccer Club 


NSW Soccer Federation 
Super League 


Cadet League U/11 & U/12 


Applicantions in writing giving details of 
experience and recent achievements, 
Closing Date 3 September 2000 


Contact: 
Emmanuel Kanna on 9609 7205 


Youth Coordinator 
PO Box 400, BONNYRIGG 2177 


Norman Tome: Scores two for Marconi. 


from Sydney Olympic, 
Norman Tome, scored a 


double. 
eee 
A? THE NSW 
OLN€ -CE R 

FEDERATION’s Annual 
Awards Dinner staged at the 
Star City Casino’s Ballroom 
last Saturday night, 
highlighted the honesty that 
exists within our Soccer 
fraternity. 

During the evening, two 
wallets were lost, and 
FOUND, and handed in. 


One was surrendered to 
the Federations’ President 
Peter Gray and the other was 
handed in to the Federations’ 
lovely and angelic Lindal. 

So what? 

Both wallets had all 


conteats INTACT, including 
all the cash. 

‘That's what. 

eoce 

TILL ON THE NSW 

[AWARDS DINNER. 

During the auctioning of 
a squad autographed 
Australian Soccer jersey, 
to raise urgently needed 
monies for the ‘Joe Watson 
Fund’, a coach, totally 
engulfed by alcohol, yelled 
out his idiotie bid of 
$4500. 

So what’s the big deal? 

The said coach hasn’t a 
nickel to scratch himself 
with, that’s the big deal. 

Fortunately, his very 
own and most alert Club 
President, jumped in with 
a counter-bid to ‘fish out? 
his drunk coach. 

The things we do in 
Soccer. 

ecco 
HO WAS the Club 
Treasurer at last 
Saturday evening’s NSW 
Soccer Awards Night at the 
Sydney Casino that couldn’t 
find his car to go home in? 

So intoxicated by 
midnight was this club 
official, that he could not 
temember whieh leor of the 
monstrous and multi- 
levelled car park he had left 
his car on. 

‘Twas a grand sight 
watching the said club 
official stumbling around in 
his ‘Penguin’ suit looking 
for his beloved ‘lost’ 
vehicle. 

By 2 am, he was sighted 


HILLS UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


Cadet/Youth League Trials 


Hills United is looking for quality players and is 
giving you the opportunity to join us at our trials for 
places in Year 2000 .__ 


CADET LEAGUE 


Under 11 — Monday 2, Wednesday 4 and 
Friday 6 October 2001 

Under 12 — Tuesday 3, Thursday 5 and 

Friday 6 October 2001 


Under 13 — Monday 9, Wednesday 17 and 
Friday 13 October 2001 
Under 14 — Tuesday 10, Thursday 12 and 
Friday 13 October 2001 
Under 15 — Tuesday 10, Thursday 12 and 
Friday 13 October 2001 
Under 16 — Tuesday 3, Thursday 5 and 
Friday 6 October 2001 


UE 


Enquiries: 
uis Fayd‘herbe — Cadet/Youth League 
Coordinator On 0402 077 073 
Venue 
Fred Caterson Reserve — Gilbert Road — 


Castle Hill Oval No.2 


START TIME: 7.00PM SHARP 
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still wandering around and 
frustratingly searching, but 
by now drastically sobered 
up somewhat. 
ee00e 

YDNEY UNITED’s 

new boss Alan Hunter 
has been moving fast to 
rebuild a strong and 
aggressively competitive 
squad. 


same. Don’t worry about 


that,” ended the former 
robust —_ international 
defender, 


It’s also believed that 
Hunter is hunting two 
players from the Solomon 
Islands, 

One is a skilful 
midfielder and the other a 
goalscorer. 


Danny Townsend: Returns to 
Sydney United, 


era oe 


Last week, as reported 
by ‘Good Oil,’ Hunter 
snapped up the 
Parramatta — Power’s 
captain and goalscoring- 
sweeper, Richard Plesa. 

However negotiations 
with New Zealand 
defender Gayin Wilkinson 
failed to materialise into 
anything. 

Late last week the 
relentless Hunter moved 
fast to nail down 
Marconi’s veteran striker 
Francis Awaritefe, 

He followed this up by 
signing Parramatta 
Power’s quite mobile wide 


midfielder, Danny 
Townsend. 

Hunter also grabbed 
Canberra Cosmos’ 
talented central marker 
Danny Burt. 


“The mountain is still 
there to be climbed,” 
Hunter stated to ‘Good 
Oil’. 

“But you know me, I 
was competitive in my 
playing days and my 
players will be exactly the 


elated with one of the new 
signings. 
e000 

ARRAMATTA 

POWER’s Head coach 
David Mitchell, flew back 
to Sydney last Friday night 
with some good news, 
following a five week 
crusade in Europe. 

The former World Cup 
gangling striker will be 
taking his NSL squad on a 
pre-season tour of Vietnam 
tomorrow week 
(Wednesday August 23rd). 

During the Parramatta 
Power’s 12 day tour of 
Vietnam, the squad will 
compete in a six team 
tournament that will 
involve four games should 
the Power surge into the 
Final, 

During _Mitchell’s 
almost 15 years playing 
career overseas which 
spanned the U.K. and 
across Europe, the former 
Australian international 
striker played for Chelsea, 

Big Mitch stated to 
‘Good Oil’ last night: 


David Mitchell: The Power’s head coach. 


e000 
YDNEY OLYMPIC 
later this week expects to 
be in a position to make an 
announcement that it has 
made another two new 


signings. 
General manager of 
Olympic, Peter 


Raskopoulos, who will fly to 
Eastern Europe soon to look 
at a striker, is extremely 


; 


Peter Raskopoulos: Extremely elated with one 
new signing. 


“Whilst I was in London 
recently, I looked up 
Cheslea’s former England 
Youth international David 
Lee. 

“T played with him when 
T was at Stamford Bridge 
under manager Bobby 
Campbell, 

“Tt looks as if I was able 
to convince David to come 
out to Australia sometime 
next week and he will 
travel with us up to 
Vietnam and play in a few 


games in the tournament, 
“He’s a very 
experienced strong 


midfielder or defender, 
and would prove a 
valuable asset in my 
squad,” underlined 
Mitchell. 

Mitchell’s five week 
crusade took him through 
Scotland, England, 
Germany and Holland 
where as he says, he was 
‘able to rekindle old 
friendships’. 

Meanwhile the Power 
squad which will travel to 
Vietnam, will doso without 
stylish striker Mile 


ABSW (#} 


Sterjoyski and robust wide 
midfielder Jacob Burns. 
The former has been 
haying trials in France 
with Lille and is now most 
likely to sign with them. 
Burns has been at Elland 
Road with Leeds United 
and is about to be loaned 
out to them for at least one 
season. 
6000 

HE PROPOSED $3:00 

per ticket “Marketing 
leyy’ that was recently 
suggested by Soccer 
Australia to all NSL clubs to 
be charged for the coming 
season, was late last week 
flatly rejected by a large 
majority of the National 
League clubs. 


‘SOCCER 


AUSTHALIA 


And most rightly so. 

a) All NSL clubs last 
season, (with the exception 
being the Perth Glory and the 
Newcastle Breakers), again 
starved for crowds. 

b) Soccer Australia’s 
proposal was for an 
astronomical $3 million 
marketing budget to be 
funded by the League's 
member clubs to sell the NSL 
to the paying public. 

How on Earth was this 
huge figure computed in the 
first place? 

And much more 
importantly still, by who? 

This was a ridiculously 
high figure for our code, 
especially when one takes 
into account: 

l..that the NSL itself, has 
not spent a cent over the past 
three years in marketing and 
promotions for its member 
clubs. 

From zero to $3 million in 
one quantum leap! 

2..the NSL itself has no 
major sponsor or corporate 
backing. 

c) What happened to that 
mysterious enterprise, LE.C., 
that came into Soccer 
blowing its trumpet that it 
had a strong willingness to 
burn a reported $90 million 
to promote Soccer through 
our national squads as well as 
the NSL? 

Is Australian Soccer one 
more time, prepared to hand 
over money to ‘non-Soccer 
people’ to sell our game? 

$90 million? 

Why on Earth can’t Soccer 
itself do its own marketing. 

One particular NSL club 
last season, still has very 
bitter and vivid ill-memories, 
when it totally ‘wasted’ many 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, (seven in fact), by 
bringing in ‘professionals’ to 


do its markéting and 
promotions in Soccer. 

That Club’s incredibly 
expensive capital it invested, 
yielded very little, (actually 
nothing), at the gates. 

The world of marketing 
has a sea of sharks swimming 
around, hungrily on the look- 
out to strike at unsuspecting 
victims. 

How many tines over the 
past 25 years or~so has 
Soccer been ‘done in’ by 
some of these forever lurking 
“Greg Normans’? 

Or have our Soccer 
authorities conveniently 
forgotten? 

‘Good Oil’ can remember 
at least five, and all five cost 
Soccer dearly. 

One such marketing ‘Greg 
Norman’, contracted by the 
previous regime, not only 
failed to ‘kick a single goal’ 
for Soccer Australia, but 
even ‘scored’ a stack of. 
money out of Soccer for 
himself in an out-of-court 
settlement against Soccer 


Australia for ‘unfair 
dismissal’, 
Do we remember? 


And the ‘Commissioner’ 
that employed him at the 
time, publicly and proudly 
stated at a Soccer function, 
that he himself had 
interviewed no less than 69 
people for the Marketing job 
and that his final selection 
was by far the ‘very best’. 

eeee 

OE CAINE, former 

assistant coach to Rale 
Rasic at St George back in 
1971, returned to Australia 
last week having spent the 
past 15 years back in 
England. 

Joe, who now possesses a 
FIFA coaching badge, spent 
time with Newcastle United 
as well as a period in 
Nigeria, is eagerly seeking a 
coaching job with a Sydney 
club. 

Joe Caine may be 
contacted on (02) 9719- 
9899, 

ecco 
S$ ‘GOOD OIL’ broke 
almost two months ago, 
the Scottish F.A. has now 
officially “extended an 
invitation to Australia for a 
friendly match against our 


senior national team. 

It’sexpected that Frank 
Farina’s side will travel to 
Glasgow to play Scotland on 
November 15th. 

e000 
RON BLEIBERG 
was appointed last 
week as coach of the 
Queensland State team, 

The highly astute 
Bleiberg who’s had 
extensive experience in the 
NSL with club sides 
Heidelberg United, 
Melbourne Croatia and 
then the Brisbane Strikers, 
has appointed as his trusted 
assistants, ~~ former 
Queensland NSL~star 
players, Frank Mengott! 
and veteran goal-ace, 
Keiren Cooper. 

With very limited 
resources at his disposal, 
Bleiberg was able to keep 
the Brishane Strikers very 
competitive in the NSL in 
the early 90s. 

Following his departure 
from the Strikers, he was 
replaced by Bruce Stowell. 

Bleiberg was not long out 
of Soccer as he took over 
the Brisbane Lions and 
lifted them to immediate 
levels of success by winning 
numerous League 
Championships and Grand 
Finals, 


Today, Bleiberg is no 
longer connected with 
coaching at club level. 

He is heavily involved as 
a residential deyeloper with 
his friend and partner in a 
vast project at River Hills 
just 15 minutes out of 
Brisbane. 

The project involving 
almost a massive 100 
townhouses plus a small 
shopping complex, has been 
taking almost all of 
Bleiberg’s time over the 
past six months. 

“The Queensland State 
position is a challenge for 
me. 

“J can’t seem to be able 
to live without some 
involvement in Soccer,” a 
revitalised Bleiberg stated 
Jast night. 

“We have a heavy 
programme scheduled and 
I'm keenly looking forward 
to the task, especially in 


Frank Farina: National team manager. 


having to play against the 
international sides coming 
to Brisbane. 

“Each and everyone of 
them will bring with them 
different styles of play as 
well as employing various 


tactics,” Bleiberg 
elaborated to ‘Good Oil’. 

Bleiberg’s new 
Queensland State side has a 
heavy-programme over the 
next two months , playing 
no less than 10 matches. 

Four of these matches 
will be warm up games 
against the visiting Olympic 
Games squads coming to 
Australia from East Timor, 
Solomon Islands, Kuwait 
and Slovakia, =~ -——_ 

Queensland wilt alse-play 
another friendly against 
Raul Blanco’s Australian 
Olympic side. 

As well, the Queensland 
side is expected to play a 
‘challenge’ match against 
the NSW State ‘Team of 
Champions’. 

Bleiberg has selected a 
squad of 25 players from 
the Queensland XXXX 
State League competition. 

eece 


ANCHESTER 

UNITED, minus 
Australia’s World Cup ace- 
goalkeeper Mark Bosnich, 
early yesterday morning 
kicked off its new season 
with a negative result. 

The Red Devils went 
down 0-2 to London side 
Chelsea in the annual pre- 
season Charity Shield. 

Last season, the Charity 
Shield was also lost by 


Chelsea’s twin goalscorers Hasselbaink (left) with Melchiot, holding the current 
Charity Shield yestergfay morning at Wembley Stadium. 


Manchester United when 
Roy Keane’s majestic 
League champions were 
downed 0-3 by another 
London side, Arsenal. 

Speaking of the fabulous 
and indispensable Roy 
Keane, unfortunately he was 
sent off for a foul in the 60th 
minute. 

Keane’s dismissal was the 
first in a Charity Shield for 
26 years, being the last 
Charity Shield now played at 
Wembley Stadium. 

The yery first red cards in 
a Charity Shield were 
flashed, ironically, in the first 
Shield played 26 years ago at 
Wembley Stadium. 

Current England manager 
Kevin Keegan and former 
Scotland skipper Billy 
Bremner were sent off in the 
1974 Charity Shield, when 
Liverpool clashed with 
Leeds, 

In yesterday’s Shield clash 
Chelsea scored a goal on 
either side of the break 
through Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink and Mario 
Melchiot. 


A.C. UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


Invites applications for the 2000 season 
FOR THE FOLLOWING COACHING 


POSITIONS 


State League Division 1 
(Super League Pending) 
U18’s, U21’s and 1st Grade 
Trials Dates State League 
U18’s 12pm, U21’s 2pm, 1st Grade 4pm 
Sunday, October 8th, 15th, and 22nd, 2000 
Youth League Division 1 
U13’s, U14’s, U15’s and U16’s 
Trial Dates Youth League 
U13’s 9.30am, U14’s 11.30am, U15’s 1.30pm 
and Ui6's 3.30pm 


Saturday, October 7th, 


14th, and 21st, 2000 


Cadet League Division 2 
U11’s and U12’s 
Trials Dates Cadet League 
U11’s 9am, U12's 10.30am 


Sunday, October 15th, and 22nd, 2000 
Applications to be sent to Mr John Paimano 
PO Box 7044, WETHERILL PARK NSW 2164 


Or for further Enquiries contact: 
Frank Falcone 0411381969 or John Palmano 0412921131 


Minimum requirements - intermediate Level Certificate 
Applications close September 1, 2000 
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HILLS UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB INC. 


REQUIRED 
“Da 


For NSW State League teams 


Under 18, Undér 21 and 1st Grade 
Enquiries to Louis Fayd/herbe on 0402 077 073 


Cadet League and Youth League 
Division 1 
Under 11 & Under 15 


Assistant Coaches may also apply for all age groups 
Enquiries to Ron Keith — 9630 3363 


Hills United Soccer Club 
PO Box 1662 
Castle Hill 2154 


Hills United Website: 
www. members.optushome.com.aunusc 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic Soccer 
Football Club Limited 


ACN 050 214 554 


Super Cadets (U11s & U12s) 
Super Youth (U13s to U17s) 
UA9s & 1st Grade 


Sunday 13th, 20th, 27th August 2000 
Sunday 3rd, 10th September 2000 


Mahoney Park, Marrickville 
(9.00am-12.00pm) 


For Further details: Laki Konistis 
(Club Administrator) 
04111.91815 
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TOWARDS SYDNEY 200 


Olympic file #23 


MICHAEL TURNBULL 


THE STATS &FACTS .. 


LG Under-23 Appearances (Vs Country) 
LG Under-23 Goals (Vs Country) ~ 0 
National Honours (other): 
U/20 - 1999 World Youth Cup Finals (Nigeria) 
Number of Seasons with current Club: Ist 
Clubs Played For (current first): Marconi 
| Stallions, AIS, QIS 
| Junior Clubs: Rochedale, 
Logan tioree torteay 
| Age I started playing soccer: 


THE LOOK FORWARD .. 


Career Highlight to date: —_ Being signed and 
playing with Marconi 

Biggest Achievement to date: ‘Going to 
Nigeria for the World Youth Cup 

Ambition: To play overseas after a couple 
more seasons in Austrailia 
Words of Advice:"Play hard and enjoy yourself” 
Best advice Received: “Always do that bit 
extra.” — my father 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT . 


Favourite Actor:Jim Carey & Sylvester Stallone 
Name your Top 3 Movies 


Rambo 
Rocky 
Jaws 
Favourite Comedian: Jim Carey 
If you could be a character from any movie, 
who would you be? Rocky 
Favourite Musician/Band? Live 
List 3 CDs you couldn't live without 
(by title & artist) 
Rocky Soundtrack 
Destiny’s Child 
Live — “Secret Samadhi" 
Favourite Music Venue: My room 
Best ever concert: (who, where, when?) 
Madonna — Brisbane 1994 
Favourite Pood: Hot BBQ Chicken 
Favourite Drink (non alcoholic):Mountain Dew 
Favourite Drink (alcoholic): Iiusion 
Favourite TV Show: The Simpsons 
Favourite Cartoon Character: Bugs Bunny 
Most Prized Possession: —_‘My first Australian 
Jersey — Vs Ireland in Nigeria, 
Dinner Party For 6, who do you invite (living 
or dead)?: My mum, my dad, my sister, 
Amanda Jordan (netballer}, Chad Gibson & 
Danny Invincibile 
Antipasto 
Vegetable Lasagna 
McFluries 


THE PEERS .. 


Favourite Overseas Player: = Mark Schwarzer 
Favourite Overseas Team: Manchester United 
Most Admired Australian (based local) 

Chad Gibson 
Most Admired Australian (based 0S) 


Entrée: 
Main Course: 
Dessert: 


Andrly Shevchenko 

Most Admired Goalkeeper Gianluca Buffon 
Hardest Opponent (player) Robbie Keane 
(Ireland — World Youth Cup) 

Hardest Opponent (team) Ireland at the 
Worid Youth Cup 

Dream choice of which wortd league? English 
Most admired Sportsperson Michael Jordan 


Q: While this isn’t your first 
time in a National Squad — you 
travelled to Nigeria with the LG 
Young Socceroos last year — this 
is your first time with the LG 
Under-23s. What does it mean-to 
you? 


A: This is a really big privilege 
for me, being invited into the camp 
on the Gold Coast, and being 
involved in the four practice games 
that we’ve played during this camp. 
‘There is just so much hype about the 
Olympic Games being in your own 
country, it’s great to now be a part of 
it — and I know we’re all looking 
forward to showing the rest of the 
country what kind of soccer talent 
we have at Olympic level. 


Q: How do you think Sydney 
2000 could change your life and 
the profile of Australian Soccer? 


A: For Australian. soccer, it’s 
going to give us the chance to stand 
up and be counted, but more for than 
just the moment, depending on how 
far we go, the effects of our success 
will be around for a long time. 
Personally, I think it would increase 
my chances of achieving my goal — 
which is a move overseas. 


Q: Why will the LG Under-23s 


perform well at Sydney 
2000? 


A: Apart 
from being pre- 
pared really well, and the 
team bonding really 
well, there is also a 
great staff behind this team, and 
Raul's (Blanco — Coach) confi- 


Don’t get me wrong, everyone is 
pushing hard to get into the final 
squad, and on the field it’s full on, 
you don’t give anyone a chance — 
but off the field we’re one big happy 
family.— obviously there are a few 
nerves around, but I can’t see any 
big problems. 


Q: What motivates you? 
A: Representing my country. 
Q: What inspires you? 


A: Watching my peers and how 
far they have gone. 


Q: How would you describe 
yourself as a player, and where 
(and why) do you fit into the LG 
U-23 squad? 


A: I’m a confident player, I’m a 
good organizer, and I like to commu- 
nicate with the team which are all 
essential roles of being a goalkeeper. 

Also, I don’t follow what every- 
‘one else does, I stand by myself . On 
the field, my strengths are shot stop- 
ping, catching crosses, relating to the 
players, and basically my style of 
play —I think] fit in quite well. 


Q: What does the chance of 

being part of the Australian 

Olympic Football Squad 
mean personally to you? 


A; I seem to be using 
=Q the word privilege a lot, 
Wi but again, that’s what it 
would mean to me. It 

would mean that all of the 


commitment, the training 
and the education has paid 


dence filters off — and the sacrifices that 
through team A you make 
— sol can’t will have 
see a reason 4 ney Zoo been worth 
why it, when 
wouldn’t do ei you run out in front of 

100,000 people in your 


Q: It’s almost crunch 
time, with the Final Squad 
named in less than a month. As a 
new-comer, are you feeling any 
pressure? 


A: No, not really, I don’t think the 
pressure is on me as such because 
T’ve got nothing to lose. I’m still 
pretty young, I’m here for the experi- 
ence and obviously hope for the best, 
but whatever happens, happens. 

My team-mates — I don’t think 
they’re feeling very pressured either, 
although maybe it’s something that's 
just not obvious. 
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own country. 


Q: What kind of encouragement 
and support do you get from your 
family? 


A: I get a huge amount of support 
from my family — they’ve kept me 
going at times when I’ve had my 
downs, and they’re always there get- 
ting you out of those downs, and 
helping me celebrate the ups — I 
couldn’t do it without them. 


Q: Is there any one particular 
member of this current squad who 


on the field it’s full on, you don’t give 


Michael Turnbull: Feeling privileged. 


you feels stands out? 


A: At the moment I'd have to say 
Hayden Foxe — he’s been around 
for what seems ages, he’s played 
overseas and with the LG Socceroos. 

The way he plays is class, and you 
can see why he’s played with the 
senior National Team — I rate him 
highly. 


Q: You’ve been involved in 
quite a few internationals for 
Australia in overseas countries, 
Exactly how important is home 
crowd support? 

A: It’s really important. It makes 
players work that extra bit and find 


“that extra bit, Just to know the people 


are behind you gives you extra lungs, 
it lifts the team if you’re down, and it 
keeps the momentum going when 
you're up. 


Q: And finally, is there any par- 
ticular team that you are looking 
forward to facing at the Olympic 
Games, and why? 


A: T'd like to play against anyone, 
but I think Nigeria, just to see where 
we're at compared to the best, as 
they are the current Olympic cham- 
pions. 

“™ 


ww 


anyone a chance.” 


Feature.courtesy of Soccer Australia media department. 
Already profiled Brett Emerton, Steven Laybutt, Lucas Neill, 
Michael Curcija, Nick Rizzo, Jacob Burns, Daniel Allsopp, 
Tansel Baser, Mile Sterjovski, Chris Coyne, Kasey Wehrinan, 
Hayden Foxe, Kesta Salapasidis, Jason Culina, Dragi 
Nastevski, Dejan Milosevic, Con Blatsis, Clayton Zane, Simon 

| Colosimo, Zeljko Susa, Archie Thompson and Ivan Zelic. 


All profiles can be found at 


www.socceraustralia.com.au 
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ai vie 
By Allan Crisp 


BACK TO THE FUTURE 
Sn its grand inception in 1977, the only 
constant factor about Australia’s National 
Soccer League has been change. 

And when searching for evidence of suc- 
cess or failure of the concept, the most damn- 
ing statistic is that last season there were only 
four survivors of that pioneer group which 
kicked it all off 24-years ago. 

Marconi, Adelaide City, South Melbourne 
and Sydney Olympic were founding members 
when soccer launched the first national club 
competition of any sporting organisation in 
this great continent. 

The 14-team competition then was known 
as the Philips League when Mooroolbark set 
what later became an alarming trend by 
becoming the league’s first drop out. 

The Victorian side was replaced the fol- 
lowing season by Newcastle KB United, 
which emerged as the Perth Glory of the day 
by attracting huge crowds, which responded 
to an excellent marketing campaign. 

Eastern Suburbs Hakoah, which in the third. 


season (1979) was renamed Sydney City, 
became the first club to win three successive 
championships. 

Despite its triumphs, Sydney City. strug- 
gled to draw flies to its home games and its 
backers lost patience, noting in its annual 
report that soccer was the club’s ‘expensive 
hobby.’ 

Over succeeding seasons the drop-out rate 
continued to rival the revolving door rapidity 
encountered by some of the world’s biggest 
universities. 

From reports during last season, nothing 
much has changed with at least three existing 
clubs faced with financial ruin, while others 
are dangerously skating on the brink of extinc- 
tion. 

With costs rising on all fronts, the question 
arises - just how much longer can some of the 
remaining clubs stand the heat before forced 
to move out of the kitchen? 

Would it not be better to return to State 
League competitions with a play-off system 
devised for the champions of each competing 
State? 

That type of ‘Australia Cup’ championship 
club series was tried with minimal success 
yeers ago when interstate games were the 2in- 
nacle annual events on the soccer calendar, 

But, turning back the clock should be 
reserved for daylight saving activities, 
because the abolition of our national league 
would indeed be a retrograde step. 

Our national teams at all levels would suf- 


fer a disastrous domino effect should 
Australia not be able to sustain a truly national 
club series. 

Soccer Australia is on the right path in 
deciding on reducing the NSL to a 12-team 
competition from season 2000-2001. 

Natural attrition should, sadly for several 
poverty-stricken clubs, make SocAus’s task a 
great deal easier when the axe is raised. 

For the record - The 14-signaturies which 
began the Philips League in 1977, in finishing 
order were: Eastern Suburbs, Marconi, Fitzroy 
United, Adelaide City, Western Suburbs, St 
George, West Adelaide, Footscray, Brisbane 
Lions, Brisbane City, South Melbourne, 
Sydney Olympic, Canberra City, 
Mooroolbark, 


SA REVIVES SUMMER SERIES 

The South Australian Soccer Federation 
has decided to conduct a Summer Night Series 
at Hindmarsh Stadium from mid-January to 
mid-March. 

SA's last attempt at running a summer 
competition under lights lasted an astounding 
33 seasons when petroleum giant Ampol 
became Australia’s longest running sponsor of 
the code, 

Double-header programs will be featured 
each Monday and Wednesday evening at 
Hindmarsh with the competition switching to 
suburban yenues at the weekends, 

SA’s leagues executive committee 
acknowledged that the lengthy break between 


OFF THE CROSSBAR 


seasons this year, due to the early finish of the 
local competition for the Olympics, was the 
major factor in reviving the nig! ies, 

The Premier League will wrap its season 
with the Mutual Community Grand Final at 
Hindmarsh Stadium on Friday week, while 
the State League season finale will happen on 
Saturday week at Marden Sports Complex. 

Ampol backed its night series from 1960- 
1993, during the exciting era when Juventus, 
Budapest, Hellas, Croatia, Polonia and USC 
Lion ruled the local soccer roost. 


MILAN CLOSE TO TITLE 

Not all great players manage the transition 
from playing to coaching, but former 
Socceroo and Adelaide City super sweeper, 
Milan Ivanoyic is about to join the exceptions 
to the rule. 

Ivan has steered SA Amateur League 
second division side Fulham Force to the 
brink of promotion with just three games 
remaining. 

This Force (They had 
the name before Adelaide 
City grabbed it) had more 
than a little help with 
"Doctor’ Ivanovic directing 
operations on the field. 


POSITIVE 
PRESIDENT 
Adelaide City president 
Bob D'Ottavi has confi- 


dently reported from Italy that he is close to 
clinching healthy sponsorships that should 
secure the financial future of his club. 

And City midfielder Matthew Kemp con- 
tinues to impress those who count at Italian 
Serie C club Spal. Young Kempy did, howev- 
er, haye one set-back during his Italian 
sojourn. 

The Canberra-raised dynamo was forced to 
spend a weekend in hospital due to an appen- 
dix infection, but just as he does with his slid- 
ing tackles, Kemp recovered quickly. 


ane Treahjast Soccer Shc i 
Tuesday from 7am-9am, along with: ae 
Aastralian international John Perin, 
Channel 10 presenter Robbie Popplestone 
and Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
editor Vince Battiato, 


www.greekdate.com 


where the greek 
world meets. 


P.O. Box 109, Rosebery NSW 2018 


By Otto Bader 


‘olves Boost — It seems 
FIFA has decided to go 
ahead with next year’s 


lucrative World club championship 
in Spain. 

Twelve teams from as many coun- 
tries are involved with world-wide 
television exposure. The Wolves must 
qualify by overcoming the club cham- 
pions of New Zealand, Fiji and other 
countries in the Oceania region. 

One mhst be confident and positive, 
expecting the NSL champion to make 
it to Spain and earning themselves a 
huge pay day, 

South Melbourne represented 
Oceania at the last WCC tournament in 
Rio de Janeiro. Realistically it is fan- 
tastic news for Wollongong to become 
a contender for the tournament after 
winning the NSL Grand Final this 
year. 

FIFA still has to confirm it’s deci- 
sion with Soccer Australia but for 
Wolves new coach Ron Corry the 
chance to attract quality players to 
Wollongong obyiously improves great- 
ly. The Wolves present players are 
looking forward with excitement to 
hear more on the FIFA decision. 
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WOLLONGONG NEWS 


ecruits possible — the Wolves 
oach is talking of prospects to 
strengthen the squad, looking at 
State Super League striker Mark 
Hagger from Blacktown City and 
goalkeeper Grant Barlow from 
Canberra, who are both interested 
to come to Wollongong. 

Corry is also keen to re-sign mid- 
fielder Mark Robertson who made 
such a big impact in the win against 
Perth Glory and is at present trailing in 
England, indicating he would return to 
Wollongong if unsuccessful in the UK. 

Ron Comy is excited by the prospect 
of guiding the Wolves and defending 
the championship. General manager 
Graeme Haney said the Club is confi- 
dent that the new coach can continue 
the success story of the club and has 
asked Stuart Beedie, the former youth 
grade coach and part time assistant to 
the senior coaching staff, to be his 
assistant for the new season. 

Tt is an appointment which was 
expected and is warmly welcomed by 
the players, ensuring continuity of last 


season’s favourable development. 
Media officer Stuart Young announced 
that now with the coaching positions 
filled the wolves can go ail out to fill 
the void left by the players who have 
left. 
0000 

Re Youngster Shine — sey- 

eral Australian stars have made 
an impact in the Premier League 
and in other European countries 

Now a new crop of juniors to trying 
to star overseas. Jay Lucas, 15 from 
Corrimal, is in England trailing with 
three clubs for a contract, 

Starting at Southampton, he will 
spend time with Coventry and 
Middlesborough. 

Luke Wilkshire, a Lysaghts junior, a 
member of the Australian Joeys U/17s 
is also in England looking for a con- 
tract. 

Shellharbour’s Prodrag Bobic, a for- 
mer junior player with the Wolves, has 
signed with Parramatta Power looking 
for fame. 

Chris Srbinovski U/16s living at 


Port Kembla, performed strongly for 
NSW at the annual English Football 
Association U/17s summer festival in 
Newcastle, UK, recently. He gained an 
invitation from Glasgow Rangers for a 
week-long trial with the club. 

Only a world football code like soc- 
cer can open the door for these young- 
sters to stardom and wealth. 

0050 
rt Kembla crowned champions, 
Results from Round 22 Cringila 3 
Kemblawarra 5, Wollongong Olympic 
2 Northern United 1. 
0000 
[ First Division — the champi- 
onship Went to Picton Rangers, the 
side from the highland with 
Balgownie finishing second and thus 
looking at promotion to the top 
league for one of the “oldest soccer 
clubs” in Australia. 

Results of Round 22 Woonona 2 
University 1, Kiama 4 Dapto 6, 
Helensburgh 4 Highlands 1, South 
Coast United 2 Illawarra United 3, 
Fernhill 5 Barbarians 2, Picton 3 
Warilla 0, Shellharbour City 1 
Berkeley 2, Balgownie 4 Bellambi 0. 

The finals series in both leagues are 
starting now and will be completed on 
Sunday 3rd September with the Grand 
Final in Premier League. 
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Parramatta 


Eagles SC 
UNDER 19 


PLAYERS WANTZO 


Players must turn 19-years of age on, or after, 


4th November, 2000. 
TRIALS TO BE HELD AT: 


EVERLEY PARK 


(next to Melita Stadium) 


CHESTER HILL 


Thursday August 10 
TIME 7PM 
Sunday August 13 
TIME 9AM 
Monday August 14 
TIME 7PM 


For further details please phone 
Mr Victor Ellul 


= 0408 962 314 


English Premier League 
& NSL tipping is here! 


Create your own tipping competition online for you and your friends 


271 


www .OzTips.com - Your Soccer Tipping Headquarters Online 
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The Rebuildin 


The Melbourne Knights have 
begun a three-year program with 
the determined goal of returning to 
the glory years of the past decade. 
Melbourne Editor Bert van Bedaf 
talked with coach Viado Vanis, 
who is charged with building the 


: Knights another super side. 

lhe Melbourne Knights 
administration office is 
not the only section of the 

of 


club undergoing renovations. 

The pitch is also getting a 
remake. There will be a new 
entrance to the Mark Viduka 
grandstand. 

The potholes in the car park are 
being filled and there’s talk of 
extending the car park with the 
purchase of adjacent land, There 
will be more signage placed 
around the ground to improve 
enclosure and provide a real stadi- 
um feel. 

And, above all, the Knights 
coaching general, Vlado Vanis, has 
begun the huge task of rebuilding 
the team with the expressed aim of 
making a successful assault on the 
national league title in the 2003- 
2004 season. 

Vanis has set himself and the 
club the ambitious assignment of 
hauling the current Knights out of 
the long shadow of their successful 
1990s predecessors and establish- 
ing a new super team for the new 
decade. One day they might be 
remembered as the millennium 
busters, who knows? 

The last decade was a classic 
tale of beginning, middle and end 
for the Knights, It’s been rise and 


fall with fame and invincibility 
added in the middle. And, with a 
bit more luck, it could have been 
eyen better, more rise, less fall, 
more fame, 

The Knights lost the 1990-91 
grand final at Olympic Park on 
penalties to South Melbourne. 
South didn’t score their equaliser 
until the 88th minute. 

Andrew Marth put the then 
Melbourne Croatia a goal up after 
25 minutes. Joe Palatsidis drew 
level and in the ensuing penalty 
shoot-out South won 5-4. Joe 
Biskic won the Marston Medal. 

The following season, 91-92, 
the Knights, still as Croatia, drew 
0-0 with Adelaide City and again 
lost an penalties, 4-2. Marconi won 
the title in 1992-93. In season 
1993-94, Adelaide City beat 
Melbourme Knights 1-0 at Olympic 
Park. Damian Mori sent ‘keeper 
David Miller vainly flying to the 
top corer. The loss made it three 
failed grand finals in four years, a 
golden period that should have net- 
ted the Knights at least one title. 

Their moment finally arrived in 
1994-95, when they beat Adelaide 
City 2-0 at Hindmarsh stadium. 
They made it back-to-back titles at 
Olympic Park, beating Marconi 2- 
1. Andrew Marth and Joe Spiteri 
scored at Hindmarsh. 

Again Marth and Adrian 
Cervinski secured the second 
championship in Melbourne. 

Those 1995 and “96 victories 
were achieved with some of the 
best players ever to have graced 
Australian soccer fields. 

They certainly were the best 


Mark Silic: Sacked. 


sides in the history of Melbourne 
Croatia or the Melbourne Knights. 
The 1990s were a golden decade 
for the Knights and perhaps not 
enough advantage was made of it. 
In the ensuing years, the Knights 
nose-dived from kings to paupers, 
They finished sixth in 1997, sev- 
enth in 98, 12th in 1990 and one 
spot higher last season. 

Marth, now with Carlton, had 


VANIS KEEPS CORE AND TRIALS NEW CROP 


T “he Knights will play 

their familiar swash- 
buckling, attacking 
style, with half a dozen core 
players left from last season, 
surrounded by a crop of new 
talent, currently being tri- 
alled. 

Players that have again 
signed on include Olyroo Dragi 
Nasteyski, Joey Rajher, Adrian 
Cervinski, Ransford Banini, 
Rody Vargas, Jason Vukadin, 
Paul Magdic, Anthony Pelikan, 
Harry Matkovie and goul keep- 
ers Low Acevski and Martin 
John. 

Striker Joel Porter, formerly 
of West Adelaide, has been 
signed on a free transfer-from 
the South Australian Premier 
League, 

Players that have been 
released include Toyin Abbas, 
Zeljko Susu, Mark Silic, Mike 


Reda, John Didulica and Slavko 
Rados, Veteran striker Ivan 
Kelic is doubtful. 


Paul Urlovic has been trans- 
ferred to Auckland Kingz. The 


move of captain Ante 
Kovacevic to Adelaide City 
must be regarded as 2 major 
loss. 

Victorian Premier League 
players that are being trialled 
are Tony Kovacic, Joe Kozic 


and Sasa Ognenovski (Preston), 
Cameron Pino (Oakleigh 
Cannons), Frank Tramontana 
(Fawkner), Ross Antoniadis 
(Altona East) ‘and Ivan Razov 
(St Albans). 

“We got the cream of VPL 
players on trial and I'm not 
scared to give them a chance. 
But I'm still looking for one 
more experienced defender and 
maybe’one or two strikers from 
Overseas,” Vanis said, 

The teum’s first test will be 
the first-round of the Tynan- 
Eyre Cup, when the Knights 
play Eastern Pride (formerly 
Gippsland Falcons), 

The double header on 
Sunday, September 10, will be 
played at the Kingston Heath 
Soccer Complex, with South 
Melbourne fronting up to 
Carlton at 2pm and the Knights 
match at 4pm. 
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been there from the start, finally 
lifting the national trophy as cap- 
tain. But players like Steve Horvat, 
Joe Spiteri, Danny Tiatto and Mark 
Viduka were the powerhouses that 
went overseas. Now at Leeds, 
Mark Viduka netted the Knights 
enough money, in all about $2 mil- 
lion, to wipe their debts and start 
afresh, while transfer money from 
the others also significantly con- 
tributed to their solvency. 

The Knights board at the time 
decided to improve the ground, 
extend the grandstand, build a soc- 
cer social club and provide more 
seating, which consumed most of 
the cash. As a result there was no 
money available for major signings 
to secure on-field renewal and fur- 
ther success, 

Vanis, part of the 1994 losing 
side, has made a long journey to 
the full time position he now occu- 
pies. Croatian born, Vanis played 
soccer in Canada before joining the 
Knights as an import. Upon retire- 
ment and after a stint as youth 
coach at the Knights, he became 
senior coach at neighboring 
Victorian Premier League club and 
Croatian sister club St Albans, 
winning Victorian coach of the 
year in 1998, 

He was lured to rival VPL club 
Preston and returned to the Knights 
six matches into the last season, 
when Biskic stepped down, 

From bottom spot, the Knights 
climbed within a match of the top 
six before finishing in 11th place, 


Vanis sets high standards and 
demands them. He’s also brutally 
honest and often publicly critical 
of players or performances, ; 

The first thing he said at the 
close of last season was players’ 
Teputations were at stake, pre-sea- 
son would start July 15 and heads 
would roll who didn't pull their 
weight. 

It has all come to pass. Some of 
the last season’s brigade has been 
sidelined and a host of newcomers 
are training at Somers Street. 
Players who can pass the Vanis test 
will be signed. Those who fail will 
return to the Victorian league, 
whence they came, There are no 
big stars, no big names at the 
Knights. 

The club has so far made no 
huge signings. There simply is not 
a lot of money. Vanis will have to 
discover his own Viduka to pay his 
own way to the top and it will be 
hard work, 

“With good preparation and 
hard work, we'll be able to 
improve at least 40 per cent on last 
year. We're been working for the 
last 13 weeks and with enough 
preparation, we can knock off 
some of the top teams and aim for 
the top six,” Vanis said, 

“The boys did a good job last 
season, but now we need to jump a 


few spots. The plan is to make the 
top six this coming season. If we 
make it, we’ve done a good job 
and then the opportunity is there to 
climb up next season. Less than 
top six will be disappointing for 
us,” he said. 

Vanis wants to try for third 
place in season 2002-2003 and be 
with a chance of winning the title, 
He wants to be ready for a definite 


title tilt the season after with an #2 


experienced and battle-hardened 4% 
squad, he’s trained from the 
ground up. 

“With the boys we’ll have, I 
want to build a good side for the 
future, if we can keep them togeth- 
er for the next three or four years, 
This is the program that has been 
set up, but it a long term project,” 
Vanis said, 

“This (coming) season, the play- 
ers will have more training in their 
legs than last season. I’ll also be 
asking more from them. We'll also 
be having more players in the 
squad and everybody will need to 
compete for a spot. 

Last season, I was forced to 
have injured players on the bench. 
This season will be different. I 


. Won't have to be scared to put in a 


replacement. We'll have depth and 
a.good balance in all departments,” 
he said. 


Paul Urlovic: Returning to the Kingz. 
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CHELSEA CLINCH CHARITY SHIELD 


anchester United captain 
Roy Keane became the first 
player sent off in the 


Charity Shield for 26 years over the 
weekend as the champions were sunk 
2-0 by FA Cup winners Chelsea. 

Goals from Dutchmen Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink and Mario Melchiot gave 
Chelsea a thoroughly deserved win over 
a United side reduced to 10 men midway 
through the second half when Keane was 
dismissed. 

The last time anyone was ordered off 
in this traditionally, friendly curtain-rais- 
er to the English season was the famous 
double dismissal of Kevin Keegan and 


Billy Bremner when Liverpool met 
Leeds United in the first Charity Shield 
to be played at Wembley in 1974, 

Referee Mike Riley instantly showed 
the shaven-headed Irishman the red card 
after he hacked down Chelsea’s 
Umguayan midfielder Gustavo Poyet 
from behind in the 62nd minute, 
moments after reacting angrily after 
being tapped by Hasselbaink. 

His dismissal completed a thoroughly 
miserable afternoon for the league cham- 
pions who had only one shot on target — 
and who have now been beaten in three 
successive Charity Shield matches fol- 
lowing defeats by Arsenal in both 1998 
and last year. 

United manager Alex Ferguson said 
he thought the referee had been too 
lenient for too long before sending 


midfielder Roberto Di Matteo shortly after being given his 


marching orders. 


Keane off — but admitted he would miss 
Keane’s presence in the side as the red 
card has earned him a three-match ban. 

“That will be a blow and we will miss 
him. I did not see the incident but I am 
sure he istremendously disappointed 
with himself. We played some clever 
football in attack, but only had one shot 
on target and we let ourselves down in 
attack.” 

Chelsea manager Gianluca Vialli was 
a happy man afterwards but put the vic- 
tory into perspective when he said: “It is 
always good to win but this was just the 
Charity Shield and if we do not do well 
in the league then it counts for nothing. 
But we played very well and if we can 
apply that to our first game in the 
Premier League against West Ham next 
week, then it does mean something. 

But Manchester United were definite- 
ly up for it today and it was a very com- 
petitive game. We had to play well to 
beat them.” 

Chelsea outplayed United for long 
periods and could have scored three 
times through new signing Mario Stanic 
(twice) and Hasselbaink in the first 15 
minutes as they easily cut through the 
United defence who looked vulnerable 
with Mikael Silvestre and Ronnie 
Johnsen in the centre of the back four. 

Tronically after Jaap Stam replaced the 
injured Silvestre after 19 minutes, the 
United defence began to look more set- 
tled, but Chelsea only went ahead after 
Stam came on, 

Tt was Hasselbaink, Chelsea’s record 
15 million pounds ($37.5m) close season 
signing from Atletico Madrid who 
opened the scoring after 22 minutes 
when he shot powerfully past Fabien 
Barthez in the United goal. His effort 
took a slight deflection off Stam’s foot. 

That goal gave Chelsea a surge of 


Dutchman Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink scores Chelsea’s first shooting 
past United’s new keeper Frenchman Fabien Barthez. 


confidence and with Stanic, a six million 
pounds buy from Parma, impressing on 
his debut, and Dennis Wise, Gianfranco 
Zola and Poyet all combining sweetly in 
midfield, Chelsea were well worth their 
lead. 

United briefly raised their game when 
David Beckham began to see more of the 
ball and began sending in some of his 
trademark crosses, but the Chelsea 
defence, with Frank Lebouef and Marcel 

Desailly both playing well, coped with 
everything United produced. 

Ferguson sent on Dwight Yorke and 
Andy Cole and replaced Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer and Teddy Sheringham after 
70 minutes, but it was Chelsea who 
scored the decisive second goal, not 
United, 

Melchiot, who had an outstanding 


match for the Blues in midfield and in 
defence, was allowed to run on unchal- 
lenged wide on United’s left before fir- 
ing a left-foot shot from the edge of the 
box that took another slight deflection 
off Stam’s legs to make it 2-0 17 minutes 
fom time. 

The match, the last club game to be 
played at Wembley before the stadium is 
demolished and re-built, was unusually 
competitive. 

The result, and the emphatic manner 
of Chelsea’s victory suggested the 
London side could well challenge United 
for honours this season. Their victory 
will certainly send a warning to all their 
Premier League rivals ahead of the start 
to the league programme. 


PARALYMPIC DREAM BECOMES REALITY 


haun Fedele of 

Baulkham Hills is 

destined to create his- 
tory. 
The 18-year-old high 
school student has been 
selected to compete in 
Australia’s first ever 
Paralympic football team. 

Tt is a dream come true for 
the youngster, who will form 
the backbone of Australia’s 
defence come October 21. 

“I can’t wait to be at 
Homebush in the (Olympic) 
Village with all the people, 
not only from my team, but 
the whole world. It’s just a 
great event,” he said. 

“Tt's been a dream of 
mine since the age of five. 
I’ve been playing soccer for 
about 10 to 11 years now.” 

Fedele plays club soccer 
for the West Pennant Hills 
Lions, and had no problems 
adapting to the slightly mod- 
ified Cerebral-Palsy version 
used in the Paralympic 
Games. 

CP Soccer, as it is com- 
monly known, is played on a 
hockey sized field with 


seven players on either team. 
The game runs for 60 min- 
utes (2x30 halves), there are 
no offsides and back-passes 
are allowed, 

National Head Coach 
Russell Marriott, a pioneer 
of the game in this country, 


Australia’s first CP Soccer 
squad over the past four 
years. Fedele was one of his 
original chargers. 

“He is a very, very good 
player. Being a young play- 
er he has the potential to go 
a long way in soccer, 


even the mainstream for that 
matter. He’s got the ability 
and that capability where he 
can read the game very well, 
he’s an- excellent player all 
around,” Marriott said. 
Marriott predicts an excit- 
ing and even competition in 


may one day display. 

“Tt’s a love for soccer. I 
think it’s the ultimate goal 
for someone who loves a 


sport and is disabled to play 
in the Paralympics and that 
dream is going to come true 
in a couple of months.” 


Shaun Fedele of 
Baulkham Hills is destined 
to create history. 


has been developing 


Shaun Fedele: Gifted Paralympic Soccer athlete. 


whether it be CP Soccer or 


October, with newcomers 
Australia expecting to fair 
well. 

“There will be some very 
good, exciting soccer. It 
will be fast, particularly on 
the hockey surface, and it is 
very good to watch. 

“As far as the ranks are 
concerned I believe we can 
be right up there. When it 
comes to Paralympic compe- 
tition with the top eight in 
the world, and the type of 
atmosphere and everything 
you get in that, I believe that 
any team can take it out on 
the day.” 

Australia’s recent run of 
results, including victories 
over Atlanta gold medallist 
the Netherlands and a nar- 
tow defeat to World 
Champions Ukraine, only 
strengthen these claims. 

Fedele’s motivation to 
succeed however, won’t lie 
in the colour of medallion he 


Oyrmpic 
SPECTACULAR 


13th SEPTEMBER 2000 MELBOURNE 


- AIR FARES, TRANSFERS. OVERNIGHT 
ACCOMMODATION CITY HOTEL & ENTRY TICKET TO STADIUM, 
DON'T MISS THIS FIRST TIME IN SOCCER HISTORY. 


= (02) 9728 1900 


PACKAGE: $590.00 (sasep Twin SHARE & SPECIAL CONDITIONS APPLY) 
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By Greg Danvers 


the clouds with Soccer Australia confirm- 
ing last week that Tru Blu will conditional- 
ly hold the NSL Licence. 

Central Coast based Tru Blu headed up by John 
Palmer will decide this week if he will pay a 
$500,000 bank guarantee; $250,000 new owners fee; 
$40,000 affiliation fee; and $25,000 in insurance 
fees. 

The bank guarantee may well be the deciding fac- 
tor as it was imposed by Soccer Australia to safe- 
guard theplayers and considering that the previous 
owner David Hall has failed to pay last season’s 
player superannuation payments the safeguard is of 
the best intentions. 

From the point of view of the previous consortium 
should Tru Blu continue with the club then they, like 
the local creditors owed around $200,000, are 
expected to get paid. 

Tru Blu, while waiting for approval, are to be 
commended for continuing to pay the full-time play- 
ers, coaching staff and administration staff their 
wages without the absolute guarantee of being grant- 
ed an NSL Licence. 

Breakers coach Lee Sterrey and veteran striker 
Andy Harper agreed to terms for ‘Harps’ to play for 
the club this coming season in what appears a vote of 
confidence in the ability of Tru Blu and John Palmer 
to run the club for the season. 

Harper had reserved his decision on taking up his 
option for 2000-2001 but agreed last week to terms 
and -will renew his upfront association with John 
‘Jockey’ Buonavoglia, And with Esala Masi being 
signed by the club the striking positions will be hard 
fought. 

The Breakers had a good season in 1999-2000 and 
with the recent signings of Masi, Peter Tsekenis, 
Antony Surjan and Daniel McBreen, from NBN 
Soccer League premiers Edgeworth, Harper is confi- 
dent the club can go forward in the upcoming sea- 
son. 

He is still hurting from missing the two penalties 
against Parramatta and will certainly use that disap- 


T: Newcastle Breakers future moved out of 


By Allan Crisp 


jhe supersonic Modbury Jets broke the finals 

barrier by downing highly favoured Port 

Lion Pirates 3-0 in fast Saturday’s Mutual 
Community Top 5 Premier League Preliminary 
Final. 

The meritorious success qualified the Jets for their 
first Grand Final appearance, to be played at the refur- 
bished Hindmarsh Stadium on Friday night. 

Modbury’s opponents will be minor round champi- 
ons Blue Eagles when the final will be the first to be 
staged as a fully fledged test occasion for next month’s 
Olympic Games tournament at SA’s little Wembley. 

While the Jets will be making their grand debut, the 
Eagles will be flying out for their fifth appearance in the 
biggest event on the local soccer calendar. 

Both finalists will be minus key midfielder playmak- 
ers through suspension with Jets dynamo Duane Dobson 
teceiving his second booking of the series against Port 
Lion, while the Blues will have to cope without the ele- 
gant Corey Artone. 

Eagles flank man Jovan Dacic also will be missing, 
posing a double selection dilemma for coach Zoran 
Karadzic. 

Modbury coach Duane Gray engineered the win over 
the Pirates by keeping his defence tight and striking 
quickly on the break. 

The major instigators of the fine win were former 
Adelaide City defender Mark Yates, striker, Steve 
Townley, who opened the Jets’ scoring and fellow for- 


10 


pointment in his quest to 
complete some unfinished 
business. 

‘The squad and in partic- 
ular Harper is champing at 
the bit to get on the park 
and make a start to the 
season and will only have 
a few weeks to wait. 

Commencing on the 
first Friday of September 
the Breakers are conduct- 


ing, at Breakers Stadium, - 
a four-team pre-season Bay eae 


competition that will pit Besraned: 
the Breakers against Sydney Olympic, Marconi and 
Northern Spirit. 
Each team will play each other once in the space 
of six days with the final on Saturday September 9. 
With substantial prize money up for grabs the 
standard of football will be top shelf. 


The Draw 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1 
Breakers Stadium 
Breakers v Marconi 

Sydney Olympic v Northern Spirit 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3 
Breakers Stadium 
Breakers y Sydney Olympic 
Marconi y Northern Spirit 


WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 6 
Breakers Stodium 
Breakers v Northern Spirit; 
Marconi v Sydney Olympic 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 9 
Breakers Stadium 
Final 1v2 ond third place play-off. 


ward, Jason Trimboli, who celebrated his 27th birthday 
by netting Modbury’s second goal. 

Not only did Yates superbly marshall the Modbury 
defence, but he also chimed in with the third strike to put 
the preliminary final beyond Port Lion’s reach. 

Young Townley made a surprise appearance as 
replacement in the Modbury line-up for injured flank 
attacker Gary Aitken. 

Townley had retuned during the week from a month 
long trial with English club Lincoln City, which report- 
edly judged him to be lacking in physical power. 

Based on his impressive running, positioning, tack- 
ling and shooting ability, that assessment was way off 
the mark. 

Townley displayed more impeccable timing on the 
field by netting two minutes before half time after Joe 
Blefari raced into the box to supply the pass. 

‘That success came against the run of play as Port 
Lion controlled the early exchanges with Fraser Keegan 
and Steve DeGioviannello ruling the midfield roost, 

Earlier, Trimboli blew a golden chance to accept a 
birthday gift when an errant back pass from Bill 
Misailidis left the Modbury forward with an open goal. 

Spurred by a half-time pep talk from coach, Michael 
Barnett, Port Lion raided from the restart, but 
DeGioviannello was denied by a goalline clearance 
from hard working Charles Marwe. 

‘The Pirates poured into attack in search of an equalis- 
er, but further gaps appeared in the Port backlines as the 
Jets mounted counter raids, 

Modbury struck twice in three minutes to establish its 
3-0 lead with Trimboli smashing a drive home in the 
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BREAKERS MOVE FORWARD} 2-DAY 


By Graham Cooke 


his week will almost cer- 

tainly decide the future of 

the Canberra Cosmos - 
and of NSL soccer in the 
National Capital. 

The club face a deadline 
imposed by their interim chair- 
man, Danny Moulis, six weeks 
ago, and must decide whether they 
have. gathered enough financial 
backing to survive. 

Moulis said late last month he 
believed there was enough evi- 
dence of support for Canberra to 
press ahead with preparations to 
play in the 2000-01 season, but the 
final decision rests with the club's 
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formal link between the 

Canberra Cosmos and the 

Australian Institute of 
Sport is currently under considera- 
tion by Soccer Australia, 

The proposal is that up to two 
players registered with the AIS for 
the National Youth League be 
allowed to play for the Cosmos in a 
‘home match, 

It is bound to spark controversy as 
many institute scholarship holders are 
already contracted to NSL clubs, but 
Cosmos interim chairman Danny 
Moulis said there was no intention to 
interfere with that arrangement. 

“What we would seek to do will 
add value to those arrangements,” he 
said, 

“The plan will be of benefit to the 
players, the institute and the 
Cosmos.” 

Any arrangement would give pri- 


FOR COSMOS 


creditors and the voluntary admin- 
istrator, Henry Kazar, 

One thing is clear: if the 
Cosmos do go to the wall, it will 
not be for want of effort from the 
chairman and his scaled-down 
board. 

Moulis’ tactics: to initially con- 
centrate on grass roots and build 
from there, have been spot on. The 
schemes launched by the club - to 
encourage backing from small 
business and individual supporters 
- may not have gathered in a deci- 
sive amount of funds, but have 
resulted in a stack of positive pub- 
licity and generated a feeling the 
club can and should survive. 

But the big fish, a major spon- 
sor, has yet to be hooked. The past 


COSMOS COULD LINK 


ority to institute commitments and 
Moulis said the players will only play 
for the NSL club if they would other- 
wise be idle. 

The proposal is supported by 
Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni and the 
AIS’s Steve O'Connor. 


While it would put the ties on a 
formal footing, Canberra NSL clubs 
have long benefited by having the 
AIS on their doorstep. 

Goalkeeper Tony Franken and cur- 
rent Socceroo coach Frank Farina 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA PREMIER LEAGUE 


MODBURYJETS 200M INTO FIRST GRAND FINAL 


week has been devoid of any 
major announcements as the 
action switched from the public 
spotlight to the boardrooms of the 
major companies which Moulis 
knows are the key to survival. 
With something like $500,000 
already in the kitty, a $250,000 
deal would be the final push over 
the line. 

The past six weeks have been 
frustrating if only because they 
have shown what may have been 
achieved with the right will and 
personnel on board. Should 
Canbeira find themselves without 
NSL representation this week it, 
will be another case of missed 
opportunities and hard decisions 
delayed too long. 


WITH AIS 


both began their national league play- 
ing careers with the then Canberra 
City Olympians - Franken leaving 
only after Canberra was relegated in 
1986. 

More recently, another AIS goal- 
keeper, Danny Milosevic, starred 
with the Cosmos before moving over- 
seas. 

One example of just what this 
could mean comes from the early 
1990s, The AIS had been admitted to 
the ACT Premiership for a season 
and their players were therefore eligi- 
ble to represent the ACT. 

One of those was a youthful Mark 
Viduka who, after his first senior rep- 
Tesentative appearance in the annual 
match against Hlawarra, said he 
would love the stay on in Canberra “if 
only there were-a national league club 
here”. 

Unfortunately, the Cosmos were 
then still several seasons into the 
future. 


39th minute and Yates netting with a spectacular diving 
header to steer a right wing cross from Townley past 
Nathan Wildy. 

The Preliminary Final ended on a sour note when, 
during time added on for stoppages, Port Lion defender 
George Tsonis was red carded by referee Barry Panella 
for striking Modbury’s Trimboli. 

Port’s hopes of contesting successive grand finals had 
vanished, along with its chances of laying the ghosts of 
last year’s losing final against Cumberland Foxes to 
Fest. 

On the credit side, the Pirates can claim to have been 
the most consistent side over the past two seasons. 

Blue Eagles will enter Friday’s final as favourites, 
because of their runaway league form, but Modbury’s 
last meeting with the Blues when just a goal separated 
the teams, suggests a tough, taught contest. 


MUTUAL COMMUNITY 
TOP FIVE SERIES 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 
Modbury Jets 3 (Townley, Trimboli, Yates) Port 
Lion Pirates 0. Best - Modbury Jets: Yates, Townley, 
Donovan, Marwe; Port Lion Pirates; Keegan, 
DeGioviannello, Parissos, Tsekinis. 


STATE LEAGUE 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 
Port Pirie City 1 (Christopoulos) Northern Demons 
1 (Sasciano). Port Pirie City won 4-2 on penalties after 


extra-time. Best - Port Pirie City: Castello, Corrieir, 
Waine; Northern Demons: Blackwood, C. Alagich, 
Pisani. 

Premier League Under 23 Preliminary Final: 
Campbelltown Red Devils 4 (Carbone 2, R. Mitchell, 
S.Mitchell) Port Lion Pirates 2 (Nelson, tog). Best - 
Campbelltown City: Savio, Welleer, Carbone, 
Petronzio; Port Lion: Nelson, Karperski, Burfoot. 

Premier League Under 19 Preliminary Final: Blue 
Eagles 4 (Taylor 2, Calluzzo, Pagliaro) Metro Stars 1 
(Ricci) Best - Blue Eagles: Pagliaro, Palmieri, Drosd; 
Metro Stars: Koleff, Chitti, Terminello. 

State League Under 23 Preliminary Final: 
Salisbury United 7 (D. Ball 3, Pond 2, Coolan, J. Foat) 
Olympic FC 1 (Paikos). Best — Salisbury: J. Foat, D. 
Ball, Groth; Olympic: Rusmir, Ibrahim, Zelka. 

State League Under 19 Preliminary Final: Hills 
Hawks 1 (Tan) Enfield Falcons 0, Hills woi on Golden 
Goal. Best — Hills: Janson, Hoschler, Ashton-Thiessen; 
Olympic: Rich, Dellanverde, M. Ball. 


MUTUAL COMMUNITY GRAND 
FINAL PROGRAMS 


Friday, August 18 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Blue Eagles v Modbury Jets (Spm). 
Entertainment program from 7pm. 
Saturday, August 19 
Marden Sports Complex 


Olympic FC v Port Pirie City (2.30pm) 


THE GREEK-AUSTRALIAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME 


is being established by 


THE MILLENNIUM HERITAGE COMMITTEE 


of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 


HONOURING SPORTS CHAMPIONS FROM THE PAST & PRESENT 
ANY AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN OF GREEK DESCENT QUALIFIES 


CON BLATSIS 


on Blatsis was born on July 6 1997 

and has made 13 appearances for 

the Australian Olympic team to 
date. He also represented the Young 
Socceroos (under 20s) at the 1997 World 
Cup in Malaysia. 

Blatsis has spent much of his foot- 
balling career at South Melbourne and 
only last week made the transition to the 
English Premier League signing for 
Derby County for $387 000. 


DETAILS BELOW: 


ANG CHRISTOU 


g Christou was born on 
Pine 16 1972 and made his 

irst team debut for Carlton in 
1991 after being recruited from East 
Brunswick Club, 

He was a Norwich Union AFL rising 
star nominee in 1993 and was part of 
the 1995 Carlton premiership winning 
side. In that same year he aslo made the 
All-Australian team as Back Pocket. 

He has made 13 finals appearances 
and played in three Grand Finals. 


Con Blatsis 


dis NICK POLITIS 


foran 


1998. 


Nick Politis. 


Ue Who has been selected for or played in a national team 
for either Australia or Greece or any other Nation in any sport 
(e.g. soccer, rugby league, aussie rules, judo, karate, boxing, 
wrestling, basketball, tennis, cricket, netball, softball, surfing, 
chess, badminton, kick-boxing, etc) or 


Phy Who has been selected for or represented either 
Australia or Greece or any other Nation in any games disci- 
pline, indoor or outdoor, summer or winter (e.g. track and field, 
swimming, weightlifting, shooting, rowing, gymnastics, bowling, 
skating, skiing, bob-sledding, sailing, diving, cycling, etc), or 


oh Who has won an Australian or Greek or any other 
NATIONAL sports event, or 


4. Who has held a national. or international or world 
RECORD in any sports event. 


ck Politis has been the 
President of the Eastern 
Suburbs Rugby League Club 
er of years. 
He*is also a member of the ARL 
board and has been President of the 
Sydney Olympic Soccer Club since 


Apart from a burgeoning Car 
Dealership empire, Politis will be the 
Manager for the Greek Olympic 
Games team at Sydney 2000. 


orn in Sydney, Peter Katholos 
B became captain of the Australian 


Schoolboys and captain of the 
NSW State team. He went on to play 
for the Young Socceroos (under 20s) 
and made 25 appearances for the 
Socceroos. 

Katholos made 327 NSL appear- 
ances for Sydney Olympic and Marconi 
and in 1982 was Australian Player of 
the Year. 

Katholos won four National 
Championships and then continued his 
career playing professionally in Greece 
for Larissa before returning home to 


Peter Katholos. 


CANDIDATES FOR THE “SPORTS 


HALL OF FAME” MAY BE: 
1 Male or Female 
1 Living or Deceased 
1 Able or Disabled 
i Amateur or Professional 
1 From All Age Groups 
Are you a past or present champion?\Do you know of 
a past or present champion? 
THEN CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY. WITH 
DETAILS 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE HISTORIC PUBLICATION 
AND PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY 


Australia after retirement as a player. 


The proceeds will go to The ProviCare 
Foundation 
(saving lives from drugs and alcohol) and to 
Breast Cancer Research 


Write to us at: The Millennium Heritage 
Committee, 242 Cleveland Street, Redfern, 
NSW. 2016 or fax us on: (02 — 9698 5368 or 
e-mail us on: 

ritage @ greekorthodox.org.au 
providing name, address, contact number (of 
the sportspeople or their family) and precise 
details of sports distinctions for each candidate. 


Information must be received by 
30th July, 2000. 
N.B. Achievements must be verifiable! 


FOUR MORE ATHLETES PROFILED NEXT WEEK 
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Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Gold Coast City 
Rochedale Rov 
IPSW Knights 
Wynnum 
T’'wmba Raiders 
B'Berg Waves 
Taringa Rovers 
Mt Gravatt 


Mt Gravatt 
T'wmba Raiders . 
IPSW Knights . . 
Taringa Rovers . 
B’berg Waves 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane City virtu- 
ally assured them- 
selves of the 


Queensland Premier 
League championship 
after a 2-0 away win over 
Taringa Rovers at Jack 
Speare Park on Sunday. 
With only two matches 
remaining, Brisbane City 
has a six point lead over 
nearest rivals Brisbane 


QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERATION 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne Brisbane 4006. 


Anwowanerfrunry 


Brisbane Lions 
Gold Coast City . 
Wynnum 
Brisbane City . . . 
Rochedale Rov 


Lions who had a hard 
fought 2-1 win over bottom 
placed Mt Gravatt. 

Despite City’s command- 
ing victory over Taringa, 
rookie coach Danny Wright 
said there was no post- 
match celebrations, which 
have been put on hold for 
their next game at home 
against Bundaberg Waves. 

“Technically the pre- 
miership is not yet ours 
until it’s mathematically 


impossible for Brisbane 


Regional Director 


é) of Coaching 
Brisbane South 


Applications are invited from persons interested 
in a career position with the Queensland Soccer 
Fedetarion. 
Candidates must hold Soccer Australia State 
Licence qualifications and ACC accreditation, 
Job description details are available by 

honing the Federation on 
07 3252 5327, Fax 07 3252 1137 
or Email qldsaccer@powerup,com.au 
Written Applications marked “Confidential” are 
| tequired by August 18, 2000 addressed to: 
Tha General Manager 
Queensland Soccer Federation 
Perry Park, Abbotsford Road, 
Mayne, Qld, 4006. 


Those positions are supported by the Department 
gamer of Tourism, Sport and Racing 
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Uni Of Qid 
Mitchelton 
North Star 
Pine Rivers Utd 
The Gap 

North Pine 
Newmarket 
Albany Creek 
Grange Thistle 


Mitchelton 
North Sar .. . 
The Gap ..: 
North Pine . . . 
Albany Creek 


Lions to catch us,” Wright 
said. 

“But it’s going to take a 
miracle as they'll have to 
win their last two games by 
big margins and we'd have 
to lose our games by just as 
big. 

“Ideally we want to cele- 
brate with our own support- 
ets on our home ground 
next week against 
Bundaberg.” 

Brisbane City had their 
match against Taringa safe- 
ly in the bag when they led 
2-0 at half time following 
goals from teenage mid- 
fielder Pablo Aviles and 
striker Mark Battistin. 

Aviles, 17, earned 
Wright’s praise after the 
game following his well 
taken goal on 15 minutes 
when he cut in from the left 
and slotted home, 

“Pablo hid a solid game 
all round,” Wright said. 

“He's a natural athlete 
who I believe can go all the 
way to national league.” 

Battistin put the visitors 
further ahead on the half 
with a customary header 
following a long build up 
from Brisbane City. 

In other matches, 
ipswich continued 
Wynnum’s poor-recent run 
with a 2-1 win, Gold Coast 
moved into third-place with 
a 41 win over Toowoomba 
while the biggest upset 
came from Bundaberg who 
downed Rochedale 4-0. 

Unless the unthinkable 
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Grange Thistle 
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Newmarket . 
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Slacks Creek. 
Capalaba .... 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 


sat 


EUR DIVISION TWO 


Eastern Subs 
Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 
Rocklea Utd 
Olympic Utd 
Capalaba 
Redlands Utd 
Slacks Creek 
Beenleigh 


Easter Subs 


Pine Rivers Utd 


Danny Wright: Rookie coach on the verge of the 
championship. 


happens over the final two 
rounds, Brisbane City’s sea- 
son is set to follow their 
feat of two years ago when 
they won the premiership 
but failed to win the grand 
final. 

Wright revealed Brisbane 
City would not contest the 
unofficial top four series 
this year, which is being 
staged at Rochedale next 
month. 
~, The Top Four Series is 
pa held at the request of 

premier Jeague clubs 
as Bik official grand final 
series won't be conducted 
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.0 Acacia Ridge ... 
.0 Redlands Utd . 


Olympic Utd v Souths Utd 
(play 5pm tonight) 


WE'RE NEARLY THERE 


Only the unthinkable can stop City claiming the title 


Bobby Hamilton and at one 
stage was struggling to 
form a competitive team. 

“Just about all of them 
wanted to give it away 
when Bobby Hamilton 
left,” Wright said. 

“When I was appointed I 
made my intentions known 
and immediately signed a 
couple of players like 
Dmitri Theochari, Vedran 


this year due to the 
Olympic Games _ in 
Brisbane, 


“Brisbane City will not 
be playing the finals 
series,” Wright said. 

“Tt was at too short notice 
and we’ve organised other 
things and players have 
made other commitments.” 

Brisbane City’s decision 
not to contest the final four 
series should not be a 
reflection on Wright who 
has done a superb job in his 
first year as coach. 

Wright stepped into the 
shoes of last season's coach 


Becirbegovic and Scott 
Elliot who had left the club 
last season. 

“At the start of the year I 
sat down with the players 
and talked about what our 
ambitions were and how 
we'd go about it. 

“The attitude of the play- 
ers has been fantastic and I 
can’t fault them.” 


ROUND 26 | 
FIXTGRES 


August 19 
Wynnum vy Taringa Rovers 
7.00pm 


Rochedale Rov v Mt Gravatt 
7.00pm 


August 20 
Brisbane City v B'berg Waves 
2.45pm 


Gold Coast v IPSW Knights. 
2.45pm 


Brisbane Lions v Toowoomba Utd 
4.00pm 


apsw (8) 


VSF GOLD MEDAL AWARD: DAMIAN VOJTEK 


By Bert van Bedat 


t Albans Saints Damian 

Vojtek could not believe 

he’d won Victorian best 
player award, the Gold Medal, 
last Thursday night at the 
Hilton hotel gala presentation. 
He didn’t even win the club 
award. That went to Kon 
Sianidis. 

“T’'m humbled and honoured,” 
Vojtek said. “It’s an award my 
father has never won. It’s 
something up on him,” he said. 

Billy Vojtek is a soccer legend 
and someone to live up to. There’s 
a soccer reserve named after him. 
A former Socceroo, Billy Vojtek 
is a towering figure at St Albans 
and the Melbourne Knights. 

Vojtek senior won the Bill 
Fleming medal, chosen by 
Melbourne’s soccer media, in 
1975, finishing second in the 
Premier League best and fairest 
count. He admitted his son had 
something over him and he was 
proud of it. 

Congratulating Damian over 
the mobile ‘phone, he said, “I’m 
rapt, son. 

“Thanks dad, J can’t believe it,” 
Damian said. “I love you son,” a 
proud Billy said. “I love you too, 
dad,” Damian said. It was a 
moving gesture between father 
and son at a dramatic moment in 
their lives, 

Vojtek, 25 and a former 
national league player with the 
Knights, has built a reputation as a 
skilled and fluent player, not one 
of the hard men of thé game in the 


mould of someone like Andrew 
Marth, who was his captain at the 
Knights. 

“Some people say I’m too soft, 
that’s true, and it’s hard to change 
that perception. But the players 
appreciate what I do on the field 
and that’s what counts,” he said. 
He missed only one match of the 
22-round competition, after 
accumulating four yellow cards. 

Vojtek was on the bench when 
the Knights won their national 
titles in 1995 and 1996, finding it 
difficult to secure a spot for 
himself with top players like Mark 
Viduka, Danny Tiatto and Joe 
Spiteri strutting their devastating 
stuff towards international 
Careers, 

Before Christmas in 1997, he 
walked away from the Knights 
and joined the 

Saints. “I started to enjoy 
myself again. Sport is also about 
having a good time and making 
friends and winning something,” 
he said. 

“This is the players’ player 
award and in a different league all 
together,” Vojtek said, 

He’s not contemplating a return 
to the national league and hopes 
to win a Victorian championship, 
possible with the Saints, who 
were runners-up in 1998. 

“T don’t know yet about next 
season. I haven’t worked out a 
contract. 

But I'd like to play in the VPL 
and win a championship. That 
would be a good thing,” he said. 

Vojtek broke the stranglehold 
of George Jolevski on the award. 


Jolevski won it three times in a 
row, first with Altona Magic and 
twice with the Melbourne Raiders. 

He polled 21 votes, two votes 
ahead of young Stephen Bartol 
from Altona East. Third place 
went to Heidelberg’s Alfonso 
Opazo on 17 points. Green Gully 
defender Zoran Markovski polled 
18 votes, but he was ineligible due 
to ared card suspension. 

In other results, Bulleen striker 
Danny Gnijidic won top scorer 


with 18 goals as well as the Bill 


Fleming (media player of the’ 


year) award. Senko Restocic was 
voted referee of then year. Carlo 
Grasso announced his retirement 
from refereeing after 19 years. 
World Cup 1974 Socceroo and 
coach of Altona East, Peter 
Ollerton won coach of the year. 
He coached the young Phoenix 
side to third place on the VPL 
jadder, just behind Bentleigh and 
Green Gully. In 1994 he won the 


Victorian title with Preston, but 
was edged out of the award by his 
grand final opponent, Port 
Melbourne coach Takis Svigos, 

Champions Green Gully 
goalkeeper Robert Brian won 
goalkeeper of the year and 
Bulleen Joe Damiano was voted 
U21 player of the year. The 
Weinstein Medal for best young 
talent went to Shepparton South 
and Carlton youth player Frank 
Lagana. 


Members of Victoria’s 2000 
select team are Roberf’Brian 
(Green Gully), Tom Karapatsos 
(Bentleigh Greens), Steve 
Douglas (Green Gully), Zoran 
Markovski (Green Gully), Josip 
Kozic (Preston), Alfonso Opazo 
(Heidelberg), Ike Alagiozidis 
(Oakleigh cannons), Damian 
Vojtek (St Albans), Harry Micheil 
(Bentleigh Greens), Sash 
Becvinovski (Green Gully) and 
Danny Gnjidic (Bulleen). 


FINALS ON NEXT SEASON 


By Bort van Bedaf 


ictorian Soccer 
Federation chairman 
Manny Galanos 


announced finals football 
would be re-introduced in the 
Victorian Premier League 
after a two year absence, 

Galanos also foreshadowed 
the formation of a national 
league second division by 
“October 2001” as a result of the 
restructuring of the present 
national league after the coming 
season. 

He supported the idea of 
“promotion and relegation”, 
saying, “It is a vital ingredient”. 
He also favoured a salary cap to 
keep costs down. 

Speaking at tlie league’s Gold 
Medal night, Galanos said, “It’s 


been an overwhelming decision 
by the clubs to reintroduce a 
VPL finals play-off. 

“The clubs still need to 
determine whether it will be a 
final four or five play-off. This is 
up to the clubs to decide and I’m 
asking for their active input,” he 
said. 

To their cost, VPL clubs 
decided to cancel their finals 
play-off when the league was 
restructured from 16 to 12 clubs 
two seasons ago and because of 
an early start to last season. 

But the lack of finals football 
has hurt clubs financially and its 
re-introduction will add to the 
league’s entertainment, bringing 
in the crowds once more. 

Green Gully champion 
president Charles Farrugia 
acknowledged the challenge 


La : 
Manny Galanos: Big 
announcement, 
ahead when speaking of the 
club’s aim to win three titles in a 
row, a feat the club achieved in 
1982, “82 and “83. 

“Winning this (back-to-back) 


championship was very hard to 
do, because everybody was 
expecting us to win it. We have 
won five premierships since 
1981, but they have all been first 
past the post. It will be a great 
challenge to win a title in a top 
five play-off,” Farrugia said. 

The VPL’s gala night scored a 
coup by already having invited 
Olympic legend John Landy, 
who landed the job of Governor 
of Victoria only days before the 
night. 

Other guests included, 1956 
Olyroo Ted Smith, national 
youth coach and former South 
Melbourne coach Ange 
Postecoglou, Socceroos coach 
Frank Farina, and Victorian 
Minister for Sport, Justin 
Madden, 


SPORT AND THE AUSTRALIAN GREEK by Dr Steve Georgakis 


x-Sydney Olympic 
Marconi player 


Steve 


and 


Georgakis officially launched 
his long-awaited book “Sport and 
the Australian Greek”. 

Dr Steve Georgakis, who is an ex- 
Australian international as well 
launched the book in the faculty of 
Education at the University of Sydney 
with about 300 people in attendance. 

Mark Connellan ably served as 
Master of Ceremonies, Sir Arthur 

| George, former Chairman of the 
Australian Soccer Federation (1969- 


Greece, a time when mostly individual 
Sporting activities, were in favour. 


The second period, from 1945 to the 
present, when Greek migration was 
much more extensive in terms of 
numbers and areas of origin, sees the 
creation of Greek sporting clubs for 
second generation youth and first 
generation new youth arrivals and the 
movement to a unified sporting scene 
which was halted by the ecclesiastical 
split of 1960. 

Two chapters deal with soccer clubs 
Set up for the new settlers. The first of 


SPORT and the 
AUSTRALIAN GREEK 


these deals with the large Panhellenic 
clubs and the proliferation of Greek 
soccer teams Australia-wide. The second 
chapter deals with provisions for sport 
for second generation youth, most of 
them brought up on soccer. 

In the conclusion, the book themes are 
recapitulated in relation to a wrestling 
tour in 1946, 


Dr Steve Georgakis (centre) with Father Steven Scoutas (left) and to his 
right ex-National fencer Michael Diamond and Soccer enthusiast and 
administrator Con Paviou. 


1988).was the evening’s first and main THE BOOK 
speaker. The book traces the history and 


| GET YOUR COPY THROUGH ABSW 


Sir Arthur George gets a 
Signed copy. 


Sir Arthur blended many of his 
personal experiences with a detailed 
description of the book he was 
presenting. Sydney Olympic CEO, 
Peter Raskopoulos also paid tribute to 
Dr Georgakis. 

Amongst the more familiar faces in 
attendance were Spiro Zavos from the 
Sydney Morning Herald, 
Commonwealth Games fencing silver 
Medallist Michael Diamond as well as 
many former players of Pan 
Hellenic/Sydney Olympic such as 
Sotiris Patrinos. 


development of sports played by Greek 
immigrants to Australia and by Greek- 
Australians. It surveys the Greek 
sporting tradition in Australia from the 
first Greek sporting club, formed in the 
Victorian goldfields in 1869, until to the 
present. 

The main body of the book is divided 
into two parts corresponding to two 
chronological periods: 1869-1945 and 
1945 to the present. The first period is 
concerned with Greek migration to 
Australia which was small and slow and 


emanated from only certain parts of 


Send to: 


Send cheques or money order for 
$29 to “Standard Publishing House.” 


ABSW 
P.O. Box 155 


Marrickville, NSW. 1475 
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BOVE BACK HOME 


RAPHAEL RETURNS AFTER THREE-YEAK OVERSEAS SOJOURN 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


aphael Bove has returned 
home after a three-year 
int in Europe. The former 


Sydney Olympic player was one of 
many players who were scouted 
during the Under 20’s World Cup 
held in Malaysia in 1997, 

Only 23, Bove had experienced 
many highs and lows in his start to” 
professional soccer, but being able to 
say that he had played in three differ- 
ent European competitions is an 
incredible achievement for any play- 
er. 
Ralph left Australian shores at the 
age of 20, where it was at the Under 
20 World Cup, clubs realized this 
young defender’s potential. This 
tournament was of course always 
remembered in Australian soccer his- 
tory, as the game of all games. 
Defeating Argentina 4-3, which saw 
Kosta Salapasidis score four times to 
win the match was the highlight of 
the game. “I will never forget that 
match, this will surely go down as 
one of the best matches I’ve seen and 
had the chance to play in, I came on 
in the last 25 minutes, but all the 
adrenalin and hype from the crowd 
was enough to give me the ultimate 
buzz of representing Australia,” said 
Bove. 

After the World Cup, Dutch first 
division side Heerenveen had con- 
tacted Ralph, where he spent two sea- 
sons there, and also met a special 
friend. “My first year at the club was 


Ralph Bove (right): in action for Heerenveen against PSV Eindhovan and their 


Dutch intemational Arthur Numan. 


great, it was the testing year where I 
got used to the style of Dutch soccer 
which is very technical and systemat- 
ic. “The city itself has a population of 
a mere 40,000 people, but the club 
managed to string a capacity of 
15,000 each week. Everyone in 
Holland plays as a unit that all work 
together, this is why clubs such as 
Ajax have risen to fame for playing 
attractive soccer. The second year 
however was not so good as I was 
plagued with a hamstring injury that 
cut my chances of playing for the 
first team. Nevertheless, I was happy 
about my stint in Dutch football and I 
knew that-I gained a lot of valuable 
experience from there,” said Ralph. 

Something worth mentioning 
however was the fact that Bove had 
Met someone very special, in making 
his life in the Dutch competition that 
much easier. 

“Ruud Van Nistelrooy was bought 
one month after they bought me to 
the club. He was living in a unit 
down the road from mine and being 
new to the club, we became best 
mates. | still keep in touch with Ruud 
who is not only a class player, but a 
good person as well,” said Bove. 

After his two seasons in Holland, 
Ralph then made a move to the 
aggressive Scottish Premier League, 
where it wasrthere that Bove experi- 
enced difficulties. “I made the move 
to Dundee United with an option of 
having a clause in my contract saying 
that I can get out anytime I wanted to. 
My time spent at Scotland was really 
tough, as the style of soccer did not 


suit me. 

Let's just say it was not my best 
career move as I was not prepared 
well enough to fit their football 
description,” said the unhappy 
Olyroo, | 

Bove spent half-a-year in Scotland 
when finally he parted company with 
Dundee United, and then went to 
Italy to play his football. “After my 
bad experience in Scotland, I needed 
a place to settle down again and I 
chose to play for AS Livorno, a Serie 
C team. It, was brilliant to say the 
least as | adapted well to the Italian 
lifestyle. Mentally it was great as 
soccer life. was more professional 
than any other country I had gone to. 
I stayed there for another half year, 
and now I’m back home,” Said Bove. 

His dream is to play for the 
Olympic team this year, but he is a bit 
skeptical about his chances. “I was 
gone for quite a few years, and now 
that I have come home, I’ve seen 
many good players produced from 
the National League. Injures plagued 
my seasons in Holland and Italy, but 
hopefully ‘all goes well and maybe a 
call up beckons,” said Ralph. 

Now back in Sydney, various clubs 
are after Bove’s signature although 
he is just happy to be back. 

“{’m back home now, happy to see 
my mum and my little brother (Luka) 
who I haven’ t seen for quite a bit.” 

Bove is currently in negotiations 
“with Marconi and is expected to sign 
early this week. 


NSW Soccer Federation 
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NSWSF LOWER DIVISIONS — ALL OTHER RESULTS 


FEDERATION DIVISION TWO: 
PRELUAINARY FINAL: 


FIRST GRADE: Greystanes 1 
Hills United 2. 

UNDER 21: Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 2 Hills United 1. 
UNDER 18: Hurstville ZSC 2 
Hills United 1. 


FEDERATION DIVISION THREE: 
PRELUMINARY FINAL: 


FIRST GRADE: Western Sydney 
Lions 7 Colo Colo 6 (1-1 fuli time, 
1-1 extra time). 

RESERVE GRADE: Nepean 
District 3 Western Sydney Lions 2 
(extra time 2-2 full time) 


FEDERATION DIVISION FOUR: 
PRELIMINARY FINAL: 


FIRST GRADE: Kellyville Kolts 


3 Granville Greenisland 2, 
RESERVE GRADE: Kellyville 
Kolts 1 Hawksbury City 0 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
PRELIMINARY FINAL: 


GRADE 13: Sutherland Shire 0 
Parramatta Eagles 2. 

GRADE 14: Northem Spirit 2 
Marconi Stallions 4. 

GRADE 15: Newcastle Breakers 
2 Parramatta Eagles |. 

GRADE 16: Blacktown City 2 
Sydney Olympic 1. 


DIVISION OWE YOUTH LEAGUE: 
PRELUMINARY FINAL: 


GRADE 13: AC United 0 Ryde 
City 2. 

GRADE 14; Illawarra Lions 1 
Blacktown Association 2. 
GRADE 15: Southern Branch 1 


AC United 3. 
GRADE 16: Illawarra Lions 2 
Southem Branch | Extra Time (1- 
1 Full Time). 


DIVISION TWO YOUTH LEAGUE: 
GRAND FINAL: 


GRADE 13: Central Coast Lakers 
2 Camden Tigers 0. 

GRADE 14: Camden Tigers 4 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 3 
Penalties (1-1 Full Time, 1-1 Extra 
Time). 

GRADE 15: Central Coast Lakers 
2M.S.C. Liverpool 0. 

GRADE 16: Parramatta City 1 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 2. 


SUPER CADET LEAGUE: 
PRELUAINARY FINAL: 


GRADE Ii: Sutherland Shire 2 
Blacktown City 0. 
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GRADE 12: Central Coast 
Coasties 4 Marconi Stallions 1. 


CADET LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: 
PRELIMINARY FINAL: 


GRADE 11: Ryde City 1 Central 
Coast Lakers 0 (extra time, 0-0 
full time). 

GRADE 12: Hlawarra Lions 0 
Parramatta City 1 


CADET LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: 
PRELIMINARY FINAL: 


GRADE 11; Stanmore Hawks 3 
Mt Druitt Town 0. 

GRADE 12: Hurstville City 4 
Hajduk Wanderers (penalties, full 
time 1-1, extra time 1-1). 


SUPEK LEAGUE 
KESULTS & TABLES 
PAGE 15 


FULL 


NSWSF GOLD MEDAL 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 


Colour Pictorial 
(See centre page) 


NSW Soccer Federation 


P.O. Box 6024 Blacktown Business Centre, NSW. 2148. Telephone: 9629-1800 | Fax: 9629-3770 


— Divisions 1 & 2 — 


HANK ADVANCE 10 GRAND FINAL 
AS HILLS CAUSE DIVISION TWO SHOCK 


By Paul Goodwin 
DIVISION ONE 


n Saturday’s NSW First 
[esi Minor Semi Final 

Fraser Park overcame 
Rockdale City Suns with a bril- 
liant piece of individual skill 
from substitute John Patapanis 
settling the issue with a ‘golden 
goal’ in the second minute of 
the second period of extra time, 
after the game had been score- 
less at the end of 90 
minutes. 

Palapanis 

came off the 
bench late 
in the 
game and 
executed 
a brilliant 
overhead 
kick at the 
right of the 
area to lift the 
ball into the top 
left corner of the 
net to settle a game 
which had ebbed and flowed for 
90 minutes, without producing a 


Dulwich Hilt 
Hajduk Wanderers 
Fraser Park 

AC United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Stanmore Hawks 
M.S.C. Liverpool 
Hurstville City 
Auburn United 
Bathurst ‘75 
itawarta Lions 
Ryde City Gunners 


AC United 
Fraser Park 
Ryde City Gunners 
Hajduk Wanderers 
Dulwich Hill 
Stanmore Hawks 
N.S.C. Liverpool 
Bathurst 75 
Hurstville City 
Aubum United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Hlawarra Lions 
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goal, largely due to the efforts of 
two well drilled defensive units. 

Vadim Mikoutski stood out for 
Fraser and contributed further as 
he ventured forward more often 
as the game progressed, while 
Rockdale’s Blogoja Kuleski and 
Kire Joseski kept a tight hold on 
the lively Fraser attack. 

Hajduk Wanderers adyanced to 
the First Division Grand Final 
when they defeated premiers 
Dulwich Hill 2-0 at Seymour 
Shaw Park on Sunday afiernoon, 

Tom Pondeljak, on loan from 
Sydney United, did 
most of the damage 
with two goals 
and the side 
also had what 

appeared to 
be a third 
clear-cut 
goal, just 
before 
Pondetyjate\s + 
second, disal- 
lowed for offside, 
following vehement 
protests from the 
Dulwich Hill team after the refer- 
ee had pee returned to the 
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22 #1 7 4 47) 2B 
22 «#12 4 6 39021 
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22 7 8 7 24. 25 
22 “ 5 10° 20 & 
22 6 4 12 SH 48 
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22 4 5 13 21 «43 
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half-way line. 

Pondeljak struck his second in 
the 83rd minute, a clever piece of 
finishing after putting his side a 
goal up in the S5th minute with a 
typically classy strike. 

Dulwich worked hard to get 
back into the game, but perhaps 
the after effects of celebrating the 
gong for Player of the Year by 
their keeper Peter Trajcevski at 
the NSW Awards Dinner the pre- 
vious night told the tale. 

They now play Fraser Park this 
Sunday at 3pm at Lambert Park, 
while Hajduk march on to the 
Grand Final a week later at a 
venue to be determined. 


econd Division produced 

another upset this week with 
Hills United recovering from the 
shock of conceding a goal inside 
the first two minutes to premiers 
Greystanes by putting their stamp 
on the game for the last hour or 
so of the contest at the Rockdale 
Soccer Centre. 

Andy Kidd powered home a 
header from a corner tq put 
Greystanes a goal up but a very 


LF AlPta P WoO agi 
3 74 19 45 M.S.C. Liverpool 2 2 
3 58 22 43 Stanmore Hawks 22 4 
5 43 26 43 Rockdale City Suns 22 3 
3 69 16 41 Hajduk Wanderers 22 5 
9 64 39 35 AC United 22 5 
6 41 28 32 Ryde City Gunners 22 2 
7 33 92 31 Bathurst ‘75 22 3 
9 48 43 29 Hurstville City 22 1 
9 41 32 27 Dulwich Hill 22 2 
Fraser Park 22 5 
Auburn United 22 2 
Illawarra Lions 22 o 


nice finish at the near post in the 
39th minute by skipper Shane 
Coombes from a smart cross 
from the byline by David Field 
had the sides level. 

Hills grabbed the winner in the 
84th minute when a free kick 
from out wide on the right by 
Anthony Oppedisano was headed 
home by Field to put the side into 
the Grand Final from fourth spot. 
It was Field’s first goal of the 
season and as is often the case his 
coach had been about to substi- 
tute him moments before he 
found the net. 

Hills now play Hurstville ZSC 
in this Saturday's game at Melita 
Stadium, also at 3pm. 


RESULTS 


FEDERATION DIVISION ONE: 
MINOR SEMI FINAL: 


FIRST GRADE: Fraser Park 1(J Palapanis 108m) 
Rockdale City Suns 0 Extra Time (0-0 Full Time). 
UNDER 21: Fraser Park 5 Dulwich Hill 6 Penalties 
(1-1 Full Time, 1-1 Extra Time). 
UNDER 18: Rockdale City Suns 2 AC United 1. 


“MAJOR SEMI FINAL: 


FIRST GRADE: Dulwich Hill 0 Hajduk 
Wanderers 2 (T Pondeljak 55m 83m). 
UNDER 21: AC United 3 Ryde City Gunners 0. 
UNDER 18: MSC Liverpool 4 Stanmore 
Hawks 0. 


See page 14 for all other results 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


DIVISION ONE 
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Preliminary imal, L 


\st-Grade: Dulwich Hill v Fraser Park, 3.00PM 
U-21: Ryde City Gunners v Dulwich Hill, 12.30PM 
. U-18: Stanmore Hawks v Rockdale City Suns, 10.30AM 


SATURDAY 19 AUGUST 2000 } 


n@ (imal, M 


Lambert Pari 


DIVISION TWO 


lelita Stadium 


1st-Grade: Hurstville ZSC v Hills United, 3PM 
U-21: Sydney University v Mt. Druitt Town, 12.30PM 
U-18: Mt. Druitt Town v Hurstville ZSC, 10.30AM 


Catch all the late: 
football in N: 


Le 
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COLIN LUFF: Joint ‘Golden Boot Award’ 
with Blacktown City’s Mark Hagger. 


| ge 
FERNANDO GRECO: ‘Goalkeeper 
Of The Year’. 


~ SIMON ZAHRA: ‘Under 18s Player 
Of The Year’. 


Australia Day’ kicked off, but just 

12 hours prior, Brian Brown’s 
Blacktown City Soccer Club kicked off 
their own ‘Clean Up’ when the ‘Red and 
Blacks’ cleaned up awards and titles at the 
NSW Soccer Federation’s Gold Medal 
Presentation Dinner staged at Sydney’s 
Star Casino Ballroom. 

The Blacktown City Soccer Club ended this 
season with nine teams climbing into their 
semi finals, and as a bonus, no less than an 
incredible seven of these teams hurdled into 
their respective Grand Finals. 

Blacktown’s First Grade Head Coach, Brian 
Brown, led the charge in raiding the 
Silverware by most deservingly taking out the 
“Coach Of The Year’ award. 

Not only did Brown guide Blacktown City 
to the Grand Final and win it, but it was the 
second time he’s done it, to end with back-to- 
back Grand Final wins. 

The glittering evening was by far the 
biggest ever, attended by more than 700 play- 
ers, coaches and officials that embraced the 
Super League, Division 1 as well as Division 
2 Clubs, plus V.LPs. 


L*= SUNDAY morning ‘Clean Up 


NSW Misister For Sport 
pecial Guest of the evening was the NSW 
Minister For Sport, Mr John Watkins, 
M.L.A., who presented the Gold Medal to 


PES Ie 4 
JIMMY NIKAS, with the NSW Minister for 
Sport & Rec: Mr John Watkins. 


Canterbury Marrickville’s Jimmy Nikas. 

Mr Watkins confessed to ABSW later that 
he had been up since 7 am that morning, dri- 
ving his two children, Charles 12 and Sophie 
8 years, to their respective grounds to play 
Soccer. 

“Charles is a left back and Sophie plays in 
the defence or as a goalkeeper. 

“Anyhow, they both lost their games on 
Saturday morning,” shyly smiled Mr Watkins. 


‘Gold Medak Winner’. 

immy Nikas, Canterbury Marrickville’s 24- 

year-midfielder-cum-striker, took out the 
Gold Medal for the second time in three years. 

NSW’s most coveted Soccer award was 
presented to the diminutive Nikas by NSW’s 
Minister For Sport, Mr John Watkins. 

An electrician and self employed, Nikas 
was most surprised at winning his second 
‘Gold’ in three years when he humbly stated 
to ABSW: “T didn’t think I had as good a sea- 
son as when I won the Gold the first time.” 

Nikas took the Gold polling 34 points, to 
edge out Craig Sharpley from Eastern Suburbs 
by two and the Penrith Panthers’ Danny 
Hinton by three points. 

Jimmy has been at Canterbury Marrickville 
for the past four seasons after having arrived 
from Sydney Olympic. 

“I would love to play in the NSL,” Nikas 
confessed to ABSW. 

What did the Gold mean to Jimmy? 

“Tt means heaps to me as it is a great hon- 
our, especially as it was voted on by my 
peers,” ended a happy Jim Nikas. 


‘Coach Of The Year’. 
lacktown City’s 43-year-old Brian 
Brown, deservingly took out this award, 
and the President of the NSW Soccer 
Federation, Peter Gray, on the night, 
announced that Brown had also been appoint- 
ed as the new coach of the NSW State side. 

NSW will play Queensland in Brisbane 
next month on the 3rd. 

Brown who originally hailed from Scotland 
where he played with Falkirk as a centre-back, 
migrated to Melbourne to play with 
Brunswick Juventus in the NSL that won the 
League Championshjp in 1985. 

When ABSW approached Brown after his 
award last Saturday night, he stated to us: “It’s 
a great day for our Club. We won the Minor 
Championship, won the Grand Final and won 
the Club Championship. 


BRIAN DOYLE, (Comedian par excellence), Peter Gray (obscurred), Commissioner of 


Soccer Australia, Mr Tony Labbozzetta. 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


“We also took out the Under 21s 
Championship, Goalkeeper Of The Year 
award, Golden Boot Award and of course I 
was happy to win the Coach Of The Year tro- 
phy 

“The strength of the Club is in our nine 
teams from the Under 11s upwards. 

“We have had seven of them making it to 
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GOLD MEDAL WINNER: JIMMY NIKAS, flank on left by 
Recreation, Mr John Watkins, and Mr Peter Gray, Presi 


Grand Finals and have already won two of 
them. 

“It’s a great credit to the people in our Club. 
So many people like Director Don O’Regan 
and Kenny Schembri,” ended the very amica- 
ble humble, hulky Scot, who rapidly has gone 
grey, no doubt a legacy of stressful coaching. 


‘Goalkeeper Of The Year’. 
lacktown City’s lanky 26-year-old custo- 
dian Fernando Greco, willingly wrapped 
his gloves around this award. 

Having played the last four séasons with 
Blacktown, Fernando initially arrived from 
the Parramatta Eagles. 

When questioned who was his best and 
most influential goalie coach he has come 
across, Fernando quipped back: “Jimmy 
Fraser. He was excellent and the best I’ve 
had.” 


BLACKTOWN CITY-The Winners’ Circle: 
‘Coach Of The Year’ Brian Brown, ‘Golden Boot’ jc 
‘Goalkeeper Of The Year’ Fernan 
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has strong aspirations to one day 
SL, has always admired the cap- 
doyant goalkeeper of the nation- 
raguay, Jose Luis Chilavert. 


Boot Award. 
rk Hagger (Blacktown City) and 
ff (Bonnyrigg White Eagles), 


NSW Minister For Sport and 
‘of NSW Soccer Federation. 


is award. 

‘ managed to score a monumen- 

ich in just 26 games. 

t-old Hagger who has already 

'y NSL club side the Parramatta 

r with them to Vietnam next 
Blacktown this season after 
previous two seasons with 

ith team. 


‘he Year Award*. 

jotis, aged 49, who handled this 
cand Final between Blacktown 
ayrigg White Eagles, was voted 
whistler. 


ort Beriefit Auction. 

g's M.C., who was Newcastle 
articulate striker, Andy Harper, 
up as an Auctioneer to stimulate 


Director Mr Don O’Regan, 
winner Mark Hagger and 
Greco, 
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(Illawarra), Div.1 - U18s 
Mining Union: $ 6,000. 
Lowe Lippmann Bott 
ert et we | PAUL OKON BRETT STUDMAN 
AWARD (Sydney Olympic), Super Youth League 


ia Py i 2 _ 
i J - . / ip ges | 
ES IMMY NIKAS: — (Canterbury M’ville), Super League 
the audience into some heated bidding to raise GOLD MEDAL Ryan Jones: (Macarthur Rams), Under 215 
essay needed monies for the “Joe Watson WINNERS Simon Zahra: (Parramatta Eagles), Under 18s 
‘und . 
The Auction surpassed the initial set target 
Sead Kacanic: (AC United), Div.1 - U21s 
MARK BOSNICH NATHAN HUGHES 


f $30,000, finally yielding $36,000, that Z 5 
Sia ae PLAYER OF DAMON THOMPSON (Hills Utd), Div.2 -1st Grade 
NSW Soccer Federation: $10,000. 
Soccer Australia: $ 5,000. 
14 Super League Clubs: $14,000. THE YEAR Paul Morris: (Hajduk Wanderers) Div.1 - U21s 
Construction, Forestry, 
AWARD (Northern Spirit), Super Youth League 


SEAN ROONEY 


(Blacktown City), Super Cadet League 


BLACKTOWN CITY S.C. 


BRIAN BROWN 


(Blacktown City) 


NICK ASARGOTIS: ‘NSW Referee 
Of The Year’. 


ae GOALKEEPER FERNANDO GRECO 


.C, for the evening was the Newcastle F (Blacktown City), Super League 
reakers’ striker, and the always articu- OF THE YEAR Pera e 


late Andy Harper, with very special guest 
entertainer, and easily Australia’s best 


humorist, Mr Brian Doyle. IMARK HAGGER (Blacktown City), Super League 
Brian Doyle’s superb skills in dry intelli- COLIN LUFF (Bonnyrigg W/E) Super League 
gent humour, had the entire Casino’s ballroom Spase Najdoski (Rockdale), Division 1 
rocking with laughter . Stuart Neilsen (Greystanes), Division 2 
The many years have failed to slow down 
Doyle. 
Despite having recently made a complete Blacktown Super League — 1st Grade 
recovery from a stroke, Doyle’s rapid rapier- Central Coast Super league — U21s 
like delivery is as sharp, (if not sharper), and Leichhardt Super League — U18s 
inteligentas ever tt ee LEAGUE Dulwich Hill Division 1 — 1st Grade 
EONS Ase TARE (eeert=) BEV HSGSL AC United Division 1 — U21s 
(Cease Se alee ie) kb lene re CHAMPIONS MSC Liverpool Division 1 — U18s 
melodious classic, Unchained Melody’ from Greystanes Divcion ote tenGreda 
July 1965. = 
: Sydney University Division 2 — U21s 
Hurstville ZSC Division 2 — U18s 
FAIR PLAY BONNYRIGG Super League 
BATHURST ‘75 Division 1 
HAKOAH Division 2 
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AUSSIES AROUND THE GLOBE 


Ned Zelic: Unjustly sent off. 


after undergoing knee surgery last 
Thursday. Meanwhile, Socceroo team- 
mate Tony Vidmar was on the bench 
during Rangers 3-0 victory over Danish 
side Herfolge. The win should almost 
guarantee the two Aussies Champions 
League births. 

Germany: Socceroo striker Paul 
Agostino scored 1860 Munich’s first 
goal of the 2000/2001 season against 
Hamburg. The match ended in a 2-2 
draw. Agostino has continued the form 
which saw him score four goals in three 
pre-season games. 

Singapore: Former NSL Player, 
Brian Bothwell, of Geylang United has 
been arrested in connection with a local 
match fixing probe. Bothwell and three 
other foreign players were questioned 


With Arvind iiekman Over 100 Australian soccer players plying their trade in many of 
the top leagues around the world? Every year new names emerge on the world stage, 
painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait of global recognition. 
‘Aussies Around the Globe’ is our weekly look at the exploits of 
these players and their performances. 


Champions League: Paul Agostino 
dealt a crucial blow to Leeds United by 
scoring a vital away goal in the 
Champions League Qualifier first leg 
against 1860 Munich at Elland Road. - 
Three Socceroos featured prominently 
in a controversial game that saw three 
_Players sent off including self-exiled 
Socceroo Ned Zelic. 

Zelic was shown the red card for a 
tackle that missed Leeds’ diving 
defender Ian Harte by two metres. 
Mark Viduka played a solid game set- 
ting up Leeds’ first goal, but it was 
Agostino who stole the show in the 
94th minute with an opportunistic head- 
er to silence the Elland Road faithful. 

Scotland: Craig Moore will be out 
of action for at least two more months 


June. 


ankle. 


SCHOOLBOY SOCCER 


Australian Schoolboys to Visit East Timor 


team of 16 players will depart for 

Dili, East Timor on Saturday 26 

August as part of a goodwill sport- 
ing mission to the troubled territory. 

The mission, organised by the Australian 
Secondary Schools Soccer Association 
(ASSSA), the United Nations Transitional 
Authority in East Timor (UNTAET) and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
will promote the positive role that sport plays 
in helping people to overcome trauma and dis- 
location. 

August 30 marks the one-year anniversary 
of the ballot in East Timor, an event which saw 
an overwhelming vote for independence from 
Indonesia. 

The violence and destruction that followed 
led to more than 80 percent of buildings 
destroyed and hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple forced into refugee camps in Indonesia 
West Timor. 

It has become widely recognised that play 


and recreational activities: are essential in 
assuring the physical and psychological devel- 
opment of children. Less well known is their 
effect on the lives of children affected by trau- 
matic events such as armed conflict and natur- 
al disasters. 

By bringing back normality.to the-lives-of 
children, play and sport facilitate the efforts 
parents, teachers, nurses and social workers 
are making to help children. 

Sports activities are proven to be important 
in the development of social and inter-person- 
al skills, such as teamwork, negotiation, shar- 
ing, self-confidence and self-control. 

The Australian schoolboy team was chosen 
prior to the National Championships with all 
States and Territories participating having 
players selected in the team for this outstand- 
ing opportunity. 

The team will be flown by UN Hercules 
Transport aircraft to Dili where they will play 
the first nationally selected East Timorese 


team at the reconstructed Dili Stadium, partic- 
ipate in coaching clinics and tour Dili and its 
surrounds. 


THE PLAYERS 

Scott Whalan (NSW) Shane Groen 
(NSW), Chns Fleming (NSW), Martin 
Lorenzo (Vic), Boris Ovein (Vic), Ricky 
Chillico (Vic), Simon Mitchell (SA), 
Simon Bemardino (SA), Goran 
Veljanovski (ACT), Adam Kiley (WA), 
Michael Baird (Qld), 12 Chris Scuderi 
(Qld), Sam Banks (NT), Dustin Wells 
(ACT), Robert Pedri (WA). 


- THE STAFF 
Chris James (NSW), Jim Gleeson (Vic), 
Chris Conti {ACT), Richard Beazley 
(ACT), Mick Banks (NT), Ron Pratt 
(NSW), Joe Larecki (SA). 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo published 
in ABSW. Send photos to — The Editor: 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly, 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
* All photos will be returned. 
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by Singapore’s Corrupt Practices 
Investigation Bureau last Monday and 
released on 
($A14,980) each. 
Home United’s Marconi recruit, Alex 
Duric, has hit form scoring six goals 
since rejoining the S-League in early 
Socceroo and Home United 
team-mate, Emie Tapai, has also had an 
impact this season with four goals. 
Player of the Week: After stunning 
Elland Road, and a few days later open- 
ing 1860 Munich’s goal scoring 
account, is it any surprise that Paul 
Agostino holds the reign for this week. 
Perhaps an Olympic birth beckons if 
Viduka succumbs to that troublesome 


bail of $$15,000 


Paul Agostino: A big week. 
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BILL TURNER CUP > 


15 YEARS BOYS 
ROUND 6 


Menai 2 Birrong Boys 0, Westfields Sports 3 St Dominics Penrith 0, 
Kadina | Port Macquarie 0, Notre Dame Shepparton 2 Vincentin 1 


QUARTER FINAL 
Palm Beach Currumdin 1 St Augustine Caims 0 


15 YEARS GIRLS 
ROUND 4 


Cessnock 1 Francis Greenway 0 


QUARTER FINALS 


South Grafton 1 Cessnock 0, Westfields Sports 3 Port Hacking | 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A 
PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER 
TEAM PUBLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 
SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO 
SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS 
TOO. SEND PHOTOS TO — 
THE EDITOR: 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 
SOCCER WEEKLY, 

P.O. BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475 
OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG 
FORMAT TO 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 

*All photos will be returned. 


TARS IN THE MAKING 


AT A GLANCE 


Phillip John Weston 


NSWIS } 


| THE STATS & FACTS 
Clubs Played At: 


- _ U13 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

~ _UT4 Macarthur Rams 

- _ U15 Wollongong City 

f Spent 1 year at the NSWIS 


THE LOOK FORWARD 
Career Highlight To Date: Attending 2 Nationals in 
"the Under 15 and 16's. 
Also getting a call-up for the joeys last month, 
i hstie Adeeb 
play overseas. 
Words Of Advice: “The more simpler you 
do things, the easier it becomes” 
Best Advice Received: “Stick to goalkeeping” 
(Jim Fraser; Philip's personal coach 
who also was the former Australian 
1974 keeper in the World Cup.) 


Favourite Comedian: Billy Connolly 
If you could be a character from any movie who 


|) would you be? jean Claude Van Damme itt} 


Kickboxer. 
Best ever concert: 


Big Day Out 
5 Cd's You Couldn’t Do Without? 
-Wild 9 
-Hip Hop & Rap 
-Metallica — justice for all 
-Pearl Jam - 10 


-Edgar Davids 
-Peter Schmeichel 
-Sharan Stone 
Cindy Crawford 
Prawn Cutlets 


Spaghelti Bolognese 
Chocolate Mudcake and Ice-Cream 


THE PEERS 
Favourite Overseas Player: Peter Schmeichel 
Favourite Overseas Team: Manchester United 
Most Admired Australian Player 
(Local Based): 
Most Admired Australian Player 
(Overseas Based): 
Most Admired Defender: 
Most Admired Midfielder: 
Most Admired Striker: 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: 
Hardest Opponent (Played): 


Paul Reid 


Mark Viduka 
Paolo Maldini 
Edgar Davids 
Luis Figo 

Peter Schmeiche! 
Brett Holman 


6 years old | 


estfield’s Sports High student 

Philip Weston, although at 

the tender age of 16 has done 
quite a lot for his very young age. 

Being one of the two keepers for the 
Under 16 NSW state team at the recent 
Nationals, Philip was very proud to Tepresent 
his state. “I thought it was great playing for 
NSW as representing your state is a big 
achievement. I thought I did quite well but I 
did not play to my full potential, as I know I 
can play better,” he said. 

“Overall the Nationals were great to. me as 
that is where I got my call-up for the up and 
coming Joeys camp,” said Weston. 

The Joeys camp was of course his high- 
light to date so far in his short career as it is 
the ultimate feeling for any player to be able 
to say that he has the chance to play for his 
country. “I think it was the ultimate buzz to 
stay in camp with the future Joeys. There 
were some good quality players on show, 
and out of the four keepers, three will be 
selected, hopefully if all goes well I could be 
one of them,” said a delighted Weston. 

‘Carrot’ as he is known to his schoolmates 
is also a product of the NSW Institute of 
Sport who over the years, especially in this 
year’s Nationals has produced many hopeful 
Joeys players. “The Institute is a great team 
where development is the key to success. 
The facilities for a keeper are great as there is 
always a goalkeeper coach at hand to teach 
you, in this case it was National League 
keeper John Crawley who helped practice 
my game. 

Overall being in a side that plays against 
much older players is what makes this team 
So special,” said Weston, 


hat people seem to forget is that 

Goalkeepers have a say in foot- 

ball these days, Keepers have 
always been shunned of media coverage, 
as the more dominant roles of midfielders 
and strikers usually steal the show. 

However, at the recent Nationals at 
Parklea, this was no exception as many iE 
ented keepers were on display. 

Australia has been a country that has pro- 
duced so many class goalkeepers, and ‘Big 
Man’ Jacob Rex is always equal to the task, 

The 16-year-old had a pretty good tourna- 
ment, although was upset about their loss in 
the Grand-Final against Queensland. “I 
thought that I had a pretty good Nationals. 
was pleased with my performance and was 
teally happy about getting selected after- 
wards to stay for the Joeys camp, which in 
actual fact was my fourth one. I was unhappy 
we didn’t win the final but overall the team 
played well,” said Rex. 

The Nationals were no stranger to this 
beast of a lad who had participated in his 
third Nationals to date. He played up an age 
group at the age of 13 where he represented 
NSW Under 14’s something of which was a 
great achievement. “Playing in older age 
groups brings out the best in you as a player 
and I was more than willing to take up the 
task of playing up a grade,” said Rex. 

The lad from Central Coast had many 
good things to say about his recent Joeys 
camp, as it was an honour being selected for 
such a squad. “This was my fourth camp 
with the Joeys so I was really buzzed about 
it It was much easier for me now taking part 
in these camps as I was more relaxed, hope- 
fully all goes well and I might have a chance 
to make this Joeys side,” said Rex. 

‘Rexy’ as he is known to his teammates is 
a product of the NSW Institute of Sport and 


N 


SS 


Phillip Weston 


Apart from the Institute, Philip attends the 
well-known sports high school of Westfields, 
who haye been known to produce top quality 
players. “Westfields is a good school as you 
can mix school with sport. It's also great 
because you get to go on world tours and I 
was fortunate to be on one a couple of 
months ago where we went to Holland, 
England, Spain and Italy in the space of two 
and a half weeks. It was a brilliant experi- 
ence as we also competed in the 
Mediterranean Cup where we lost in the 
quarter-finals on penalties but nevertheless, 
all the players and myself gained much need- 
ed experience,” said the happy 16-year-old, 

Like fellow teammate Jacob Rex, he too is 
undecided on what team he will be playing 
for this year. “I want to do a dual registration 
with a National League club as I have had a 
couple of offers. [ really want to stick with 
the ITC as they have helped my game a lot. I 
will know in a few days what I will formally 
be doing. I just want to get back on the pitch 
and do what I do best, and that’s play foot- 
ball,” ended Weston. 


says that they were one of the main teams 
that helped him blossom as a keeper. “The 
training at the ITC is top quality, the facili- 
ties are great as the use of the Institute of 
sport facilities in Homebush adds that touch 
of professionalism. The coaches are also real 
top quality and just having the challenge of 
playing against older guys is what makes this 
team good to be apart of,” said Rex, 


Jacob Rex 


The new National youth league season is 
dawning and Jacob is still undecided where 
he wants to go, however he has had some 
good offers from National League clubs. “1 
teally want to get a dual-registration with 
another club, as I feel as though the ITC is a 
place where they can develop you as a player 
to its fullest potential. However, playing for a 
National League club has always been in my 
mind, but being dual registered I think in my 
mind will be in my best interests,” ended the 
Terrigal High student, 


A 


tion Cham 


ABSW’s Mark Stavroulakis profiles some of the stars to come out of 


the recent National talent Identifica pionships 


H Goalkeeper 
THE STATS & FACTS 


| Clubs Played At: 

-U13, U14, U1 Central Coast 
| Spent 1 year at the NSWIS 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 7 years old 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: Participated in 3 
Nationals winning two gold medals, Also being 


selected for the Joeys squad. 

Ambition: 
and represent Australia. 
Words Of Advice: “Train hard, listen to your coach- 
es and develop your own styie” 
Best Advice Received: “Do the simple things 
well and the hard things easy” 
(Father - Steven Rex) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Favourite Actor: 
Top 5 Movies: 
-Gone in 60 seconds 
-Independence Day 
-Billy Madison 
be Gilmore 
Bulletproof 
| Favourite Comedian: Jerry Seinfeld 
If you could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Will Smith in Men tn Black. 
Best ever concert: Crush on the Central Coast 


5 Cd's You Couldn't Do Without? 
-Boomfunk Mc's 
live 
-Powderfinger 
-Red Hot Chilli Peppers 


-Grinspoor 
Favourite TV show: Friends 
Favourite Cartoon Character: Marvin The Martian 
Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
-Mum 
-Dad 
+3 sisters 
-Jennifer Lopez 
Entrée: Prawn Cutlets 
Main Course: Roast 
Dessert: McFlurry 


THE PEERS 


Fabien Barthez 
Juventus 


Adam Sandler 
Jennifer Lopez 


4 Jason Petkovic 


Most Admired Australian Player 


{Overseas Based): Mark Bosnich 
Most Admired Defender: Jaap Stam 
| Most Admired Midfielder: David Beckham 
| Most Admired Striker: Oliver Bierhoff 


Peter Schmeichel 


Most Admired Goalkeeper: 
Brett Holman 


Hardest Opponent (Played): 


To sign an overseas contract | 


ABSW (3) 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


Scorers: 
(Song Ok Jo 4, Sol Yong Suk 68) 
at Yonggakdo Stadium, 
Pyongyang 

Crowd: 15,000 approx 


he Matildas went down 

bruised and battered last 

Tuesday night in Pyongyang, 
Josing 2-0 to a physical North Korea 
in the opening match of their Tour 
to North Korea and China. 

The rough-house tactics were just 
one of the hurdles the Australians 
needed to overcome, the home-town 
refereeing appallingly bad, and soaring 
heat and humidity making life very dif- 
ficult before a large crowd of around 
15,000 locals. 

North Korea made a lively start, 


Age 2a 


Chris Tanzey: Nasty taste in 


his month. 


By Janene Mar 


Tour of North Kored and Chine 


CH ONE 


immediately putting pressure on the 
Australian back four. The nature of 
their opening goal after just four min- 
utes set the tone of what was to come, 
Matildas goalkeeper Tracey Wheeler 
lucky to escape serious injury after her 
legs were taken out from under her as 
she gathered in a high ball from the 
right. 

Held down to the ground with the 
ball dislodged from her grasp, North 
Korea’s Song Ok Jo promptly slotted 
the ball home, and the referee awarded 
the goal to the bewilderment of the 
Aussie camp. 

Australia performed better in the 
second half and were starting to get on 
top. Five minutes after resumption, 
Amy Wilson hit the crossbar with her 


Marildas Batrered by Physical North Koreans 


strike, and not long, after a Sacha 
Wainwright volley went agonisingly 
close. 

North Korea’s keeper did her part to 
deny other Australian chances, includ- 
ing a Kate McShea cracker from a neat 
move initiated by herself from deep. 

But the home side then doubled their 
lead midway through the half. A lapse 
in concentration in the Aussie defence 
allowed them to surge forward with a 
series of short passes and the move 
was finished by Sol Yong Suk into the 
bottom right corner of goal. Australian 
appeals for offside were waved away. 

The Koreans had the chance to make 
it three in the 76th minute, awarded a 
questionable penalty, but the spot kick 
was saved by Wheeler, then again off 
the rebound before the danger was 
eventually cleared, 

Wheeler appeared doubtful for the 


next match after landing on her bad 
knee in the first goal incident, whilst 
substitute Kelly Golebiowski also 
received a bad knock, Bryony Duus 
fell victim to the conditions and came 
off with heat exhaustion. 

“A draw would’ ve been a fair result, 
but you can’t expect too much when 
you're playing against 14,” said 
National Coach Chris Tanzey of the 
refereeing display. “I was proud of the 
girls. Sometimes you learn more when 
you lose, but it still leaves a nasty taste 
in your mouth.” 


Australia: Wheeler, Salisbury, 
Wainwright, Alagich, Tann-Darby, 
Wilson .(Garriock 72), McShea, 


Forman, Duus (Small 72), Ferguson, 
Hughes (Golebiowski 78). 


CONTROVERSIAL LATE 
GOAL DOWNS MATILDAS 


NORTH KOREA |2 
AUSTRALIA 


Scorers: 

(Song Ok Jo 68, Ri Kyong Ae 
92 - NK, Alison Forman 81 - 
Australia) 

in Pyongyang 

Crowd : 10,000 approx 


he Matildas went down 
T= after a controversial 

goal in stoppage time 
gave the physical North 
Koreans their second victory 
last Friday night in Pyongyang. 

The home-town refereeing was 
the Matildas’ greatest hurdle, the 
Australians suffering two send- 
offs and seven yellow cards to 
North Korea’s one yellow. 

North Korea scored the winner 
two minutes into stoppage time. 
Matildas keeper Joanne Butland 
caught the ball in the air but was 
felled by a North Korean and 
pinned to the ground for a length 
of time whilst teammate Ri 
Kyong Ae slotted the loose ball 
into the back of the net. 

The referee awarded the goal 
amidst the Australian protests. 

The Matildas were devastated 
after putting in such a fantastic 
performance under the most try- 
ing of circumstances. Playing 


with obvious passion, Australia 
moved the ball well and made 
some great attacking runs. Two 
clear chances on goal, both a one- 
on-one with the goalkeeper, were 
pulled back by the officials for 
offside, 

From the very opening whistle, 
Australia was intent on taking the 
game to their tough opponents, 


Matildas Amy Wilson. 


and were unlucky not to break 
through from kickoff, Heather 
Garriock heading wide after a 
great move. 

Down to 10 players after the 
dubious red card to Sunni Hughes 
in the 65th minute, Australia ral- 
lied brilliantly and were rewarded 
with the equaliser. 

A Garriock freekick was head- 
ed on by Cheryl Salisbury and 
volleyed in classic style by cap- 
tain Alison Forman in the 81st 
minute. 

The home side had initially 
taken the lead three minutes after 
Hughes’ send-off. Winning the 
ball off the Australians with some 
heavy tackling just outside the 
box, their well-placed cross was 
headed home by striker Song Ok 
Jo. 

Substitute Kelly Golebiowski 
received her marching orders late 
in the match for an unknown 
offence, not long before North 
Korea’s second goal. 


Australia; Butland, Salisbury, 
Wilson (Wainwright 73), Alagich, 
Taylor (Tann-Darby. 72), 
Garriock, Hepperlin (McShea 
70}, Forman, Small (Duns 62), | 
Hughes, Ferguson (Gole: 
58). 
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Bring on China 


classy China, world sumber two but widely considered the 
most technically superior teaz on the planet, have become one of 
our most regular foes over recent years, 

Maiches between our two nations always conjure up an air of unticipa- 

tion, their pedigree seeming to bring out the best in our own Matifdss. 
Who can forget our last meeting with Ching, two months apo before a 
10,000-strong crowd st the Sydney Football Stadium. Described by some 
as the best performance ever by an Australian Team, the Matildas took the 
game to the Chinese, dominating possession and restricting Chins to less 


than a handful of chances. 


The 1-1 scoreline at the end of normal and extra time before going down 
in the obligatory shoot-out was just as good as a vittory for underdog 
Matildas and proved just bow far they huve progressed in a short space of 


time. 


USA ANNOUNCE OLYMPIC TEAM 


eigning Olympic gold 
R=": USA will defend 

heir crown with no less 
than 11 players from that historic 
1996 Atlanta Team. 

Ten of that 11 were in the starting 
lineup of that inaugural Olympic 
final in which they defeated China 
2-1. Their 18-member side also 
includes 15 from their champion 
1999 World Cup Team. 

Come September, an amazing 11 
players will have notched up over 
100 internationals, making the USA 
clearly the most experienced com- 
batant in the race for gold. The 
average age is 25,1 years. 

US Head Couch April Heinrichs 
announced the Olympic Team last 
Thursday. Heinrichs has afforded a 
total of 42 players the opportunity of 
playing in internationals this year in 
her extensive selection process, 

‘The three youngsters to make 
their first world event selection are 
22-year-old keeper Siri Mullinix, 22- 


year-old midfielder Nikki Serlenga, 
and defender Danielle Slaton, age 
20. 

Perhaps the only real omission is 
that of midfielder Aly Wagner, who 
appears neither in the 18 nor 
amongst the four alternate players. 

The four standbys named are 

keeper Jenni Branam, midfielder 
Michelle French, striker Christie 
Welsh, and defender Nandi Pryce. 
French and Branam will travel with 
the team to Australia and be on call 
if needed, whilst Welsh end Pryce 
will stay at home with their college 
teams. 
Sydney 2000 will mark the last 
hurrah for two legends of the US 
game, Michelle Akers and Carla 
Overbeck both having announced 
their retirement: from international 
socver. 

USA will play all three of their 
group matches at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground, 


HEAD TO HEAD 


WDL 1-10 
08/06/88 
Intemational Women's Tourn, 
Guangzhou 
Lost 
70 
08/06/95 
World Cup, Vasteras 
Lost 


42 
11/07/96 


Pre-Olympic Tour, Bradenton 


Lost 
10 
14/07/96 
Pre-Olympic Tour, Bradenton 
Lost 
21 
16/11/97 
Tr#Nations Series, Lismore 
Lost 
30 
23/11/97 
Tri-Nations Series, Canberra 
Won. 
21 
19/03/99 
Algarve Cup, Lagos 
Lost 
20 
26/06/99 
World Cup, New Jersey 
Lost 
31 
28/10/99 
China Tour, Zhuhai 
Lost 
31 
31/10/99 


Pacific Cup, Sydney 
Lost 
1-1 aet, 4-5ps 


tevin Keegan has 
conceded that England 
just learn the lessons of 


the Euro 2000 flop or be 
consigned to the international 
wilderness, 

England's failure to progress 
beyond the European 
Championship group stage led to 
calls for an overhaut of the team 
and the coaching staff. 

But while Keegan resisted the 
calls for his head, he admitted the 
need for a tactical rethink as he 
attempts to build an England team 
without Alan Shearer. 

Keegan, who pledged to give 
the majority of his Euro 2000 
squad the opportunity to prove 
themselves again, with Michael 
Owen and Emile Heskey leading 
the queue for the main striking 
Toles, said: 

“We weren’t very good at Euro 
2000 — we've got to improve, 
both the manager and the players, 

“When things go wrong you 
have to be honest with yourselves. 
That's what the last four or five 
weeks have been about.” 

Keegan, revealed the manner of 
England's exit from Euro 2000 had 
affected him. 

He chose not to return to the 
Low Countries for the final stages 
and he added: ‘I needed a week to 
10 days to lick my wounds. 


** SPECIAL FEATURE STORY «x 


NOW OR NEVER 


Kevin Keegan’s England at crossroads to the future 


Kevin Keegan: Lessons to be learnt. 


“But you've got to try and be 
successful again. Sometimes a 
boxer who gets off the canvas finds 
the punch to win, I want to be that 
boxer. 

“When the players get back 
together we'll talk because they 
know they’re better than that. 
We've learned a lot from Euro 
2000. Possibly we need to play 
football all the way through the 
team. 

That was the difference between 


other teams and us. 

“The Premier League is a great 
league but it’s a different style. 
International players have to make 
little adjustments. It’s a different 
level and players will have to adapt 
and be more flexible. 

The one’s who do that best will 
be the ones who will stay around in 
international football.” 

Many will doubt whether 
Keegan has the wherewithal to 
achieve that change, although a 


first step would be a decision to 
discard the outdated 4-4-2 
formation. 

The pressure on the coach to get 
it right will grow in the lead-up to 
the World Cup qualifying double- 
header against Germany and 
Finland in October. Despite his 
firm backing from the upper 
echelons of Lancaster Gate — a 
majority if not unanimous view — 
Keegan has already suggested that 
poor results in the two World Cup 
games could spel! the end of his 
reign. 

Keegan added: “There’s no such 
thing as a shallow end for an 
England manager. There’s deep, 
very deep and bottomless. I was at 
the deep end when I took the job. 1 


don’t think it will change whether 


Kevin Keegan or anybody else gets 
the job.” 

In the short-term, Keegan is 
refusing to take the drastic 
measures many believe necessary 
to put England back on course. 

Asked about the players he 
would select for next month’s 
friendly with European champions 
France in Paris, Keegan held out an 
olive branch to Manchester United 
striker Andy Cole, left out of the 
Euro 2000 squad through injury. 

He said: “It will be the players 
who were around at Euro 2000. 
There will be no major changes. 


No more Alan Shearer. 


Andy Cole, if he’s fit, will come 
back into it. Because Alan Shearer 
has gone we could be looking at a 
totally new pair. It’s a case of 
picking the right two. 

“Hopefully players will stay fit. 
Robbie Fowler might have a 
problem but it’s no good wishing 
we had the players who are 
injured.” 

Keegan also conceded that the 
influx of foreign players into the 
Premiership has not helped the 
creation of a successful national 
team. 

Only one English player — 


Nick Barmby from Everton to 
Liverpool - has been a big-money 
signing among the top teams. 
Keegan said: “I’m not going to sit 
on the fence on this. The next 
England manager will have a 
bigger problem than me if all the 
key positions in the top clubs are 
occupied by foreign players. He 
could find himself without any 
creative players.’ 

He added: “When I went to 
Germany as a player in the 70s 
there were nine German players in 
every team and that seemed to 
work for them.” 


NGLAND’S FOREIGN LEGION 


Would there be a Premiership meltdown if the foreigners are ditched? 


revor Brooking, the BBC 

pundit notorious for sitting on 

the fence, has warned English 
football of the catastrophic 
consequences which would follow any 
moves to cut back the number of 
foreign players. 

“If they left, the standard of the 
Premier League would collapse,” said 
Brooking. “It is an excellent product, 
but only because the quality of overseas 
players.is lifting it to a higher level, 

“Euro 2000 was proof that we are not 
as good as some people would have us 
believe. Technically we are not good 
enough and people are starting to realise 
that.” 

Brooking is the least controversial of 
TV's critics, so his disparaging 
comments about the standards at the top 
level of the English game are all the 
more remarkable. 

The former West Ham and England 
imidfielder believes that, far from 
denying English talent the chance to 
flourish, the only thing holding the 
Premiership together is the foreign 
contingent, 

“I can understand why people want a 
restriction on the number of foreign 
players but I don’t see it happening. 
They have come in because we don’t 
have sufficient players of that quality. 


“English clubs want English players 
because they have a competitive edge 
and know the pace of the game. If their 
skill levels were high, they’d be taken 
every time. But, sadly, they don’t match 
up to their European equivalents, That's 
the harsh fact and there is no short-term 
solution. 

“We've ignored the grass roots for 20 
years, and the work we're doing now 
will take five years for the first signs to 
show and 10 before the real benefits are 
felt.” 

If Brooking’s observations cause 
outrage among the coaching hierarchy 
at the Football Association, it is surely 
only because he is the most unlikely 
figure to publicly air such discontent. 
They certainly cannot contest the 
validity of his claims. England’s dismal 
display at Euro 2000 offered proof that, 
although it possesses the most 
entertaining league in the world, the 
showmanship and skill is largely 
provided by the growing number of 
overseas imports. 

Brooking believes the root cause of 
the problem came with the style of play 
embraced by so many English clubs in 
the 80s. “Defenders were allowed three 
touches at most and forwards were 
encouraged to feed off knock-downs 
from setpieces,” said Brooking. 


Trevor Brooking: Outburst. 


“The standard of football it produced 
was dire. The idea spread to the 
grassroots and scouts were told to look 
for big, strong, hulking youngsters. 
Anyone small was almost completely 
ignored, yet ability and technique more 
than make up for a lack of inches.” 


Although the Premier League is now 
allowed to bring players as young as 
eight into the recently-launched 
academies, Brooking believes that will 
solve only part of the problem. He 
wants to introduce free coaching within 
inner city areas and create more sports 
opportunities for children at primary 
schools. 

“We have to put something back into 
primary schools because the ages 
between five and seven are the most 
impressionable,” said Brooking. 

“Some school sports days now 
involve nothing more than a few bean- 
bag races. If nobody can show these 
kids how to kick a ball, they will never 
get better and will switch off 
completely, Once that happens, we’ve 
lost them forever, which is a travesty.” 

The lucrative wages earned by those 
in the Premiership were also cited by 
Brooking as a reason for the decline. He 
believes too many meagre players are 
earning salaries way beyond their 
capabilities, 

“There are a lot of players, 
particularly in the Nationwide League, 
with an inflated sense of their own 
worth,” said Brooking. 

“Some are asking for £10,000 
($25,000) a week without having played 
in the Premiership. That can’t be right.” 


Brooking has found a sympathiser in 
FA chief executive Adam Crozier, who 
has conceded that there is no immediate 
cure to the malaise. Crozier, young and 
dynamic, has gone as far as anybody at 
Lancaster Gate has ever done in 
accepting that mistakes have been made 
in the past when it comes to nurturing 
young talent, He said: “There's a lot of 
hard work to do and there is no quick 
fix. We need to get the right coaching 
for players at an early age. That quality 
of coaching is what comes through 
when they are 20 or 21.” 

Sir Bobby Charlton, who has 
invested much of his post-playing 
career in developing young talent, 
disagreed with Brooking and insisted 
the homegrown quality was just starting 
to flourish. 

“There are a lot of foreigners in the 
Premiership, but we also have a lot of 
good English players coming through. 
Tf we lost the foreign players from the 
Premiership, it would have an affect but 
I think we'd manage. 

“T can only speak for Manchester 
United and we have a manager who 
believes in developing home talent, 
which is crucial to the future of our 
game.” 
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C Milan striker Andriy 

Shevchenko considers 

imself a second class 

citizen when it comes to playing 
for his Italian club. 

The Ukrainian, who scored 
twice in Milan’s 3-1 Champions 
League third qualifying round 
win over Dinamo Zagreb says 
non-Europeans get a raw deal. 

“Tn Italy, they treat us well, but 
on paper we (Easter Europeans) 
remain second class people,” the 
23-year-old striker was quoted as 
saying in Russian daily Sport- 
Express. 

Shevchenko, who a year ago 
moved to Milan from Dynamo 
Kiev in a multi million transfer 
deal and became Serie A top scor- 
er in his first season, said he was 
happy with his life in Italy apart 
from the inequality. 

“There is one thing wich dis- 
turbs me. Just recently I was 
speaking with (Croat) Zvonimir 
Boban about equal rights of 
Italian and foreign players in 
Serie A. 

“And we agreed the fact that 
the players from Eastern Europe 


can play for a team. 


Boban, Igor 


tions” such as Turkey have com- 
plete freedom of movement with- 
in the Union but those from out- 
side are subject to restrictions. 

Jn Britain non-EU players have 
to be regular internationals to 
obtain a work permit while sever- 


Pamugla ai) 19? 
Thizd Asian sigalg 


thus outsiders.” 


talian club Perugia are in France for $3.3 million. 
lining up a third Asian He was subsequently sold to 
igning in the build-up Roma for more than $10 
to the forthcoming Serie A million. 
season. Karimi is considered to 


Perugia have taken 
Iranian international Ali 
Karimi on trial following the 
recent signing of Chinese 
international Ma Mingyu 
and their move to recruit 
South Korea's Ahn Jung- 


be an outstanding talent in 
Tranian soccer and has been 
the subject of interest from 
English and German clubs. 
The 22-year-old came to 
prominence at the Asian 
Games in Bangkok at the 


hwan, end of 1998 when he played 

The club's interest in 9 major role in Iran's gold 
Asian players was highlight- medal-winning’ perfor- 
ed two years ago when they — mance, scoring the opening 
signed Japan's Hidetoshi goal in their 2-0 win over 


Nakata after the World Cup Kuwait in the final. 


Andriy Shevchenko 
al countries have a limit on the 
number of non-EU players who 


“Please explain to me why 
Kolyvanov, 
Shevchenko and many others are 
considered foreigners while 
Turks, for example, have become 
the ‘Europeans’ with full rights,” 


can’t get equal rights with local Shevchenko said. neat < 
fave is ihe a unfair thing “You really think that Russian, hake of — Zagreb pce amet oppo pte 
there is,” he said. Ukrainian and Belorussian ath- clashed with police in and by 2.45 p.m. ( 
Shevchenko is unhappy that letes are unworthy of becoming central Milan last week, order had been restored although 
players from the European Union ual with the rest? hurling bottles and letting off the piazza, one of Milan’s top 
and.those with “special connec- _ | We ate working in Europe flares in the city's main square. tourist attractions, was littered 


just like the Italians, the French or 
the Germans but still, we have 
limits set on us as if we're second 
class people. Yes, they treat us 
fine in Milan, but in every official 
document we remain foreigners, 


I'm second class in Champions League could | RUSSO WRITES 


decide Zaccheroni future 


C. Milan coach 
Alberto Zaccheroni 
could find himself 


out of a job if the Italian 
club suffer more disap- 
pointment if they fail 
to beat Dinamo 
Zagreb in a 
Champions League 
qualifier. _ 

Some of European 
football’s biggest names 
joined the competition at the 
third qualifying round, with a 
place in the main draw of the 
Champions League on offer. 


Swiss amateurs Morbio 17-0 in 

their final friendly, but it is the 
5-1 friendly defeat by Real 
Madrid last week that is 
still uppermost in support- 
ers’ minds. 

Milan have also failed 
in their efforts to act on 
the promise of president 
Silvio Berlusconi, who 

said recently that he 
would attract “one of the 
top five players in the world” 
to the Rossoneri. 
Attempts to sign David 
Beckham, the Manchester United 


Ly, 


1899 


Milan and Zaccheroni required midfielder, Rivaldo from 
victory in the first leg more than Barcelona and Luis Figo, who 
most. Their close-season has been _ preferred a record-breaking move 


to Real Madrid, all backfired. 

But Milan did capture Fermando 
Redondo from Real. 

Milan won the match 3-1. » . 


wy 


unhappy on and off the pitch and 
defeat to Dinamo in front of their 
own fans at the San Siro would 
spell disaster for Zaccheroni, 

The coach saw his team beat 


- DINAMO ZAGREB FANS 
CLASH WITH MILAN POLICE 


hit by a bottle flung from a 
crowd of about 150 Croatian fans 
gathered in the Piszza del 
Duomo. He was led away with 
his face covered in blood, 


AC Milan in a Champions 
League qualifying match later 
that day which they eventually 
lost 3-1. 


10-man Udinese fight hack 
to grab 2:2 draw 


talian side Udinese, area and Michal Kovar con- 
[r= to 10 men for verted from the penalty spot. 
most of the match, But three minutes before 
came from two goals down the break Belgian midfielder 


to grab a 2-2 at Sigma 
Olomouc in an Intertoto 
Cup final round first leg 
match last week. 

Sigma took the lead in the 
12th minute when Josef 
Mucha lifted the ball over 
Udinese goalkeeper Luigi 
Turci with a delightful chip 
from long range. 

Udinese defender Valerio 
Bertotto was sent off in the 
23rd minute for a foul on eS, 
striker Stanislav Vicek in the 


Johan Walem brought 
Udinese back into con- 
tention when he skipped 
through the defence to score 
from close range, 

Argentine striker Roberto 
Sosa headed home Walem’s 
corner kick in the 65th 
minute to give the Italians 
the upper hand going into 
the second leg. 

Stefano Fiore: 
Udinese Star 
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By Joe Russo 


Wi the Champions League matches that were played 
fast week, two of the major Italian clubs officially 
opened their season, namely AC Milan and cross-town 
tivals Inter. 

Inter will be disappointed with their narrow 1-0 loss to 
Helsinborg, while AC Milan can be proud of their 3-1 vic- 
tory over Dynamo Zagreb. 

Two more Halian sides, Lazio and Juventus will join 
‘both teams, at a later stage in the toumament. All teams in 
the competition will of course be chasing the title Real 
Madrid won last season. ; 

AC Milan were coming off a humiliating 1-5 loss at 
home to Real in a friendly game the week before and it was 
reported widely that club president, Silvio Berlusconi, was 
on the verge of sacking coach Alberto Zaccheroni. 

Zaccheroni is now into his third year at the club having 
won the title there in his first year and finishing third last 
season. Not a bad little record! | 

So before a football has been kicked im unger in the new. 
Serie A season, they are already talking about sacking. 
coaches. 
© -Byen more incredible was the story about his possible 
replacement, none other than Arrigo Sacchi, 

‘The twice-former AC Milan coach and former national 
coach hus been off the coaching scene now for a few years, 
His last job was a disastrous stint at Atletico Madrid a few 
seasons ago. 

In his first stint ut AC Milan he won one Sene A title, 
two Champions Cups and two Intercontinental Cups in four 
years there. 

‘He later retumed to the club four seasons ago to take 
over from Oscar Tabarez after he was sacked’ mid-season, 
but the poor run continued for the club until the season's 
end unider Sacchi. } 

Berlusconi then paid a ‘king’s ransom’ to lure Fabio 
Capello back to the club from Real Madrid. Now surely the 
same Mr Berlusconi couldn't be thinking of giving Sacchi 
a third stint at the club? 

it wouldn't maké any sense and would defy all logic 
especially since Zaccheroni has sucha fine record so fart. 

Over at Inter the coaching situation isn’t much better. 
Marcello Lippi knows very well that bis club president, 
Massimo Moratti, expects a good showing in Europe. Last 
week's Joss certainly puts them already on the back foot. 

Should both clubs from Milan fail in the Champions 
League, the irony would be that the final is: going to be 
played at the San Siro in Milan and neither of the local 
teams would be present! om et 

oo09 
Geos Leugue as always will bea great tour- 
nament — just look at the lineup of teams; Real 
Madrid, Barcelona, Man Utd, Arsenal, Paris Saint 
Germain; Bayern Munich-and the Ttalian quartet of Milan, 
Inter, Juventus and Lazio, 

‘The teal Italian danger team could be Lazio with their 
pew strikers, the Argentine duet of Hernan Crespo and 
Claudio Lopez. : 

Recenily in Anisterdam they were able to contain a full- 
strength Barcelona with only about half of their first, 11 on 
the field. 

After’ winning last: year’s Ttaliantitle-in a photo finish 
from Juventus, they will be full: of confidence going into 
European competition this season. 

‘The club would dearly love to add the major European 
title to their trophy. cabinet and’so too would their coach, 
Swede'Sven Goran Erikson.” - 

Erikson is yet: to win the Champions League and this 
would seem:a necessary pre-requisite if he is to take over 
as Manager of Man Utd in 2002 when Sir Alex Ferguson 
steps down, 

if you can believe everything that you read, Erikson is 
reported as saying that he'“would dearly love Ferguson's 

- 


job”. 
000 
fier two years as national coach of Ghana, Giuseppe 
Dossena has not had his contract renewed. His 
record in 50 games in charge was fairly impressive - only 
ine losses. 

Dossena, born in Milan in May 1958, was an extremely. 
classy niidfielder for Torino in the 80's; and he was capped 
several times for Italy despite living in the shadow of the 
great Marco Tardelli. 


ierre Bolangi, a 17- 
year-old youth 
player at Premier 


Web site reported, adding 
that local police had 
launched an enquiry. 


CHARLTON YOUTH 
PLAYER DROWNS 


Young Chariton players 
were at the amy"s physical 
training centre at Aldershot 
to build up their pre-season 
fitness, 


Charlton chief executive 
Peter Varney said: “We are- 
absolutely devastated by 
this terrible tragedy and our 
condolences go to Pierre's 
family. Our first thoughts 
are with them.” 

Chariton have suspended 


their youth academy until 
further notice and called off 
their Under-17, Under-19 
and reserve team matches- 
fast weekend. 

A minute's silence will 
be observed before the 
newly-promoted club's 
Premier League opener at 
homme to Manchester City 
on August 19. 


eN 


Batty sidelined for season 


idfielder David Batty is expected to 
miss the entire forthcoming 
Premier League season through 
injury, his Leeds United manager David 


O'Leary said last week. 


Batty, 31, has not completed a game since 
Tast November due to an Achilles tendon prob- 
lem but after a recent operation the 31-year-old 
had hoped to be fit for late December. 

However, ahead of Leeds’ Champions 
League third round, first leg qualifying game 
against TSV Munich 1860 last week, O'Leary 
revealed that Batty’s injury had failed to heal. 

O'Leary said: “David will probably not play 
this season. But we managed to finish third in 
the Premier League and reach the UEFA Cup 
semifinals without him last year, so we will just 
have to get on with it. We will not be making 


any excuses.” 


The news is a major blow to Batty, whose 
career has been put on hold since joining Leeds 
from Newcastle United in a 4.4 million pound 
($11m) move in December 1998. 


He played just one game before a cracked 


rib and a heart problem ruled him out for three 
months. After the Achilles injury flared up last 
November, he made one 20 minute appearance 
before ruling himself out of the rest of the sea- 


son. 


Batty is added to an injury list for Leeds’ 
that already includes internationals Jonathon 
Woodgate, Harry Kewell and Jason Wilcox. 

There was some good news for O'Leary on 
last week, as Soccer Australia confirmed 


David Batty: Out. 


Kewell and Mark Viduka, the striker recently 
purchased from Celtic, will be allowed to link 
up late with the Australian Olympic squad. 

The pair are not required until September 4, 


allowing them to play in both iegs of the 


Champions League tie with TSV Munich 1860. 

Originally the Australians had wanted them 
to report for their country on August 20 — just 
one day after the start of the English Premier 
League season. 


BOKSIC ToINS BORO 


reatian interna- 

tional striker Alen 

Boksic completed a 
2.5 million pounds ($6.25 
million) transfer from 
Lazio to Middlesbrough 
last week. 

Boksic, 30, bas. been 
granted 2 work permit and 
will make his Premier 
League debut on August 19 
when Middlesbrough travel 
to Coventry City, 

Reports in the English 
press suggested that Boksic 
would become the highest- 
paid player in British foot- 
ball — on 63,600 pounds 


Alen Boksic 


{$157,500} 4 week, 

But Bryan Robson, the 
Middlesbrough manager, 
‘said: “Boksic.is one of the 


best strikers in Europe, but 
io say that we are paying 
him 63,000 pounds 4 week 
is nonsense.” 

Steve Gibson, the 
Middlesbrough chairman, 
added: “I don't know where 
people get such a figure 
from.” ; . 

Boksic is the, sixth player 

ive at the Riverside 
fadiuim in recent weeks. 
The fist includes former 
Real Madrid star Christian 
Karembeu, Cameroon inter- 
national Joseph Desire Job: 
and Noel Whelan, o striker 
from Coventry City, 


nglish Premier League side Chelsea signed Inter 
Milan’s international defender Christian Panucci 
on a one-year loan deal last week. 

Assistant manager 
Gwyn Williams pre- 
sented the 27-year- 
old Italian over the 
weekend. 

Panucci previous- 7 
ly played for Genoa, 
AC Milan and Real 
Madrid, winning 
European Cup 
medals with the latter 
two. 

He joined Inter 
last season but fell 
out of favour with 
coach Marcello Lippi. 


Christian Panucci: 
One-year-deal. 


Wanchope joins 
Manchester City 


anchester City signed Costa Rican striker 
Me Wanchope from West Ham United last 

“week for a club transfer record 3.65 million 
pounds ($9.2m). 

Wanchope finally ended a week of negotiations by 
signing for the newly-promoted Premier League side. 

The deal appeared to have fallen through when 
Wanchope asked for more time to consider the move 
despite City’s claim that the player was about to join 
them. 

But club spokesman Chris Bird said: “After a lengthy 
and fairly involved medical Paulo has signed for 
Manchester City. He is delighted to be joining us and will 
Start training with the team immediately.” 

Wanchope was considered a bad buy at West Ham 
despite scoring 12 times last season. He had previously 
impressed at his first English club Derby County, where 
he hit a record 23 goals in 73 league games. 

Manchester City’s previous transfer record was set in 
1997 when Lee Bradbury joined from Portsmouth for 
three million pounds ($7.5m). 


‘Fowler out for a month 


| iverpool captain Robbie Fowler said last week he 


will be out for a month with an‘ ankle injury, miss- 
ing the start of the Premier League season. 

Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier said last week that he 
feared the injury picked up in a 
friendly win over Glentoran could 
mean a one or two week absence. 

But Fowler told the Liverpool 
website he will be out for longer 
— but is determined to overcome 
his latest setback. 

The England forward, who 
missed much of last season with 
knee trouble said: “The injury is a 
blow after all I’ve been through but 
Tam being very positive about it. 
It’s not too bad, and I’m a quick 
healer, 

“The doctors have told me I 
should be out for about a month, 
and I intend to be fit and strong when I return. 

“It’s another challenge for me,” he admitted. “Obviously, I 
wanted a pre-season without any worries, but this isn’t a 
major problem. 

“I feel good, despite the injury, and I feel confident about 
my ability.” 


Robbie Fowler 


MURGHVESSAW 


By Julian Murphy 


ere are, in my humble opinion, is how the top 
half (champs and challengers) of the English 
Premiership will look after the upcoming 
campaign has been played out. 

Ho hum, Manchester United are going to win the title 
again this year, They won it in 1993, 94, 96, 97, 99 and 
2000 so | thought they might have been due to miss out 
this year. But you tell me wha is going to knock them 
off? There's: Yorke and Cole up front and their midfield 
is as strong as any you will find in the world. Giggs, 
Scholes, Keane and Beckham, ‘nuff said: If they are sus- 
pect anywhere it is in defeice yet Stam, Irwin and 
Barthez et al wili ensure that any opposition will have to 
work hard fo trouble the scoreboard. 

T would have liked to have picked Liverpool for the 
title but to be honest, they're still a year or two away. 
Babbel, Diomede, Barmby and, if he ends up there, 
Ziege, are all good buys yet the Reds. will have to make 
do with second place. It will be interesting to see the fur- 
ther development of youngsters such as Gerrard, Owen 
and Carragher. 

Despite making waves in Europe and doing well in 
Cup competitions, Arsenal will finish third in the domes- 
tic league. Wholesale changes in the midfield and an 
ageing defence will see the Gunners slip behind their 
northern rivals at the business.end of the season. This 
won't stop French marksman Thierry Henry from chal- 
tenging for the honour of icague’s top scorer, 

Gianluca Vialli's Chelsea still believe they can buy a 
title. Hasselbaink and Stanic would improve any team 
but the London club will again drop points against the 
league's unfashionable clubs, UEFA Cup ties will seem 
like a breeze compared to league away games in 
February. 

Not many people would be surprised if Leeds won the 
title but T think the youngsters ‘will suffer a bit of a let- 
down after last year’s stellar effort, Like Liverpool, they: 
are still a couple of season’s away. That is not saying 
that they don't have some quality players that will 
ensure that the days of “Leeds nil’ are a thing of the past. 
Kewell could walk in to just about any starting lineup in 
the world and an injury free Viduka will be a revelation: 

My tip for a 2000-01 outsider is West Ham. If any 
team can seriously threaten the supremacy of the current 
Big Five it is the lads from Bast London. Ferdinard, 
Lampard and Cole are all potential superstars and it goes 
without saying that Di Canio, one: of the most passionate 
and hardworking professionals in the game, is class. 

Afler you get past the top six it cin be a bit of a iot- 
tery. I fancy Walter Smith's Everton side to continue on 
their improvement from last year. Danish midfielder 
Gravesen has the ability to become the bargain purchase 
of the year and if anyone can inspire the enigmatic and 
unpredictable Gascoigne to relive-past glories, it is 
Smith. 

If shampoo salesman Ginola had stayed at White Hart 
Lane Tottenham could have nudged their way to around 
Sth or 6th spot. Having said that, George Graham can 
fead Spurs towards a place in European competition. 
Former Wimbledon hard man Thatcher will provide the 
team with some much needed mascle and Ukrainian 
Rebrov won't disappoint the Spurs faithful. 

Like Graham, Newcastle manager Bobby Robson has 
the ability fo get the most out of his players. New sign- 
ing Carl Cort will keep the pressure’ on Shearer and, if he 
Stays, Ferguson to score goals and if young Dyer can put 
his recent off field exploits behind him, he could be a 
future Magpies talisman. ‘ 

Newcastle nvals Middlesborough look set to finish in 
8 similar position fo last season. Bryan Robson will have 
trouble covering Ziege and new arrivals Karembeu and 
Qkon won't edge “Boro in to Europe. With Ince less and 
less dominant, mid-table obscurity beckons. 

Next week | will look at the’so called dud half (pre- 
tenders and also mns) of the league. 
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BOOM TIME 


Premiership players on Millionaires’ Row 


the English game. movement to players when they are 
Today, however, few out of contract. 

Premiership performers would be “Wages have increased but if you 

expected to cross the halfway line plot them alongside the percentage 


for the paltry £5,000 ($12,500) a 


week that Rush was paid. 


And from just a handful of 
£1million-a-year players back in the 
mid-1990s, now an astonishing 80 
Premiership performers are estimat- 
ed to be pocketing that amount for 


their annual labours. 


For anyone on even the fringe of 
the England squad, £20,000 
($50,000) a week has become the 


benchmark salary. 


Last week, goalkeeper Richard 
Wright, who has never played in the 
Premiership and who holds just one 
England cap, signed a contract 
extension at First Division Ipswich 


worth an annual £1m. 


The two overwhelming reasons 


en the Premiership 
was launched amid 
much media trumpet- 
ing eight years ago, Liverpool’s 
prolific striker lan Rush was 
hailed as the highest paid foot- 
baller in the brave new world of 


Butler. 


for the wages explosion, according 
to money expert Oliver Butler of 
Soccer Investor Magazine, are the 
vast sums of money pumped into 
the Premiership by the TV contracts 
with BSkyB and the Bosman ruling 
of 1995, which gave freedom of 


increase in the TV contracts, you 
will see a close correlation,’ says 


When the European Court ruled 
in December 1995 that transfer fees 
were illegal when a footballer 
reached the end of his contract, the 
scales of justice began to weigh 
heavily in favour of player-power. 

While that boosted earnings for 
the top performers, football’s TV 
money has rocketed from £304m 
($762m) in 1992 for the fledgling 
Premier League to £1.6 billion ($4 
billion) for the latest deal, which 
was negotiated with BSkyB, 
OnDigital and ITV this year. 

Chelsea, bankrolled by the late 
Matthew Harding, are blamed by 
many critics for sparking the wages 


Roy Keane: $180,000 per week including royalties. 


explosion. 

Harding’s money helped to 
recruit Sampdoria’s Dutch superstar 
Ruud Gullit - one of the first play- 
ers to benefit from a ‘Bosman free’ 
- in 1995 and then Italian giants 
Gianluca Vialli, of Juventus, 
Lazio’s Roberto Di Matteo and 
Parma’s Gianfranco Zola the fol- 
lowing year. 

All were more than happy to 
exchange the billions of lire they 
were earning in Italy’s Serie A for 
more than a million sterling in the 
Premiership. 

When fanatical Middlesbrough 
chairman Steve Gibson agreed to 
pay £42,000 ($125,000) a week to 
lure striker Fabrizio Ravanelli from 
the sunshine of Italy to the bleaker 
delights of the North-East in the 
same year, it seemed as though the 
Premiership wages spiral had surely 
reached its madcap peak. But just 
four years on, Ravanelli’s seeming- 
ly extortionate demands have 
become the norm. 

Last week, Middlesbrough sig- 
nalled their intent to up the stakes 
once again by agreeing to pay big 
money to tempt 30-year-old Alen 


Boksic to transfer his apparently 


fading talents from Italian champi- 
ons Lazio. 

The Croatia striker’s wages are 
reputed to top Roy Keane’s basic 
£52,000 ($130,000) a week - 
although the Manchester United’s 
skipper fee rises to £72,000 
($180,000) when annual loyalty 
bonuses are included. 

Gibson's 
Middlesbrough, where he owns 
more than 95 per cent of an unlisted 
company, gives him an added 
advantage. Unlike the chairmen of 
football’s ple clubs, he is not under 
pressure from City investors to 
maximise shareholders’ profits, so a 
larger proportion of his club’s 
wealth can find its way directly into 
the pockets of Bryan Robson's 
players. 

And so the wages spiral goes on. 
But while few would question the 
value for money the majority of the 
foreign legion has given, many 
observers fear the Premiership is in 
danger of making millionaires out 
of players whose skills sometimes 
barely rise above the basic. 


position at 


ECONOMICS OF FOOTBALL OUT OF CONTROL 


en even the 

lunatics start 

complaining 

ale the madness in the 

asylum, it is evident that the 

economics of football have 
escalated out of control. 

Yet, as new Barcelona 
president Joan Gaspart sought 
to blame arch-rivals Real 
Madrid for the staggering 
£85,000 ($212,000) -a-week 
aftertax deal required to keep 
Rivaldo at the Nou Camp for 
the next four years, it was 
hard to supress a small smile. 

While the rest of Barca’s 
enormous entourage travelled 
to Holland for last week’s 
pre-season tournament in 
Amsterdam - which also 
involyes Arsenal - Gaspart 
stayed behind at the Nou 
Camp. 

Although Dutch coach 
Louis Van Gaal’s departure 
had removed one area of con- 
tention, Rivaldo’s breach with 
Gaspart’s predecessor Josep 
Lluis Nunez had seemed 
unbridgeable. 

But the new president had 
promised to keep the 
Brazilian, whatever it took, 
and the need to deliver had 
become all the more pressing 


following Luis Figo’s world 
record $96 million departure 
to the Bernabeu. 

So it was that Rivaldo and 
his representatives were invit- 
ed to Gaspart’s offices for 
talks that went on until short- 
ly before midnight. There 
would have been the usual 
claims and counterclaims, 
demands for proof of loyalty 
from player and club alike. 

They finally settled on a 
deal after tax, Rivaldo back- 
ing down from his original 
demands when Barcelona 
agreed not to increase his £58 
million ($145m) buy-out 
clause over the remaining 
three years of his contract. 

But while the ghosts of 
Barca’s proud past were 
echoing round the empty 
stands, inside the offices the 
toll due for more recent fol- 
lies was being exacted. 

After finally persuading 
the Brazilian to put pen to 
paper, which ended the hopes 
of Silvio Berlusconi and AC 
Milan, Gaspart admitted the 
inflated sum bore little rela- 
tion to the player’s true value. 

“Barcelona have gone a bit 
mad to pay this money,’ con- 
ceded Gaspart. “But we've 


done so thanks to the mad- 
ness of other clubs before us. 

“With this contract we’ve 
made sure that Rivaldo will 
be more content after a sea- 
son of being unhappy with 
the club. It was my priority to 
make sure Rivaldo was happy 
at Barcelona.’ 

A heavy price for happi- 
ness and Gaspart’s accep- 


tance of the ludicrous state of 
affairs seemed to ignore the 
irony of the situation. It is 
madness, yes. But a brand 
forged by Barcelonz them- 
selves, along with Real and 
the Italian giants who would 
go bust every year if more 
customary forms of account- 
ing were forced on them. 
After all, the fact that Real 


Rivaldo: In excess of $200,000 per week. 
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were £200 million ($500m) in 
debt did not prevent them 
paying Arsenal £23 million 
($57.5m) for Nicolas Anelka 
last summer. 

And it was Barca, putting 
ridiculous valuations on their 
own players, who responded 
to the loss of Figo by paying 
£30 million ($75m) to 
Arsenal for Marc Overmars 
and Emmanuel Petit, as well 
as spending a further £12 mil- 
lion ($30m) on Valencia mid- 
fielder Gerard. 

Serie A has as much to 
answer for. Figo’s move to 
Real may have taken over at 
the head of the list of big- 
money buys, but the majority 
of the others in the top 10 had 
Ttalian clubs as purchasers. 

Already this summer, 
Argentina striker Hernan 
Crespo was briefly the most 
expeasive player in history, 
when he moved for £35.8 
million ($89m)from Parma to 
Lazio, while Gabriel 
Batistuta’s £21 million 
($52.5m) switch from 
Fiorentina to Roma will put 
another £80,000 ($200,000) a 
week into ‘Batigol’s’ already 
bulging wallet. 

The Rivaldo deal brought 


further insight into the gulf 
that still exists between the 
Premiership and Spain and 
Ttaly. 

Chelsea, Arsenal, 
Manchester United and Co— 
even Manchester City — may 
no longer baulk at paying £2 
million a year in salaries but 
while Roy Keane is English 
football’s highest earner at 
£52,000 ($130,000) a week 
before tax, he would only just 
get into the top eight at Inter 
Milan. Despite the claims 
made on behalf of the 
Premiership, only United 
have the resources to com- 
pete. It is just that they 
choose not to — because they 
don’t need to. 

Theoretically at least, they 
could have afforded the 
£70,000 ($175,000) a week 
needed to entice Figo to Old 
Trafford. But if they had, it 
would have led to a proces- 
sion of knocks on the door of 
Sir Alex Ferguson and the 
board. 

With the club supremely 
confident of retaining their 
grip on the Premiership, it 
would make no sense to risk 
upsetting the delicate balance 
that means they can pay play- 


ers like David Beckham and 
Paul Scholes less than the 
market rate, 

What might be even scarier 
is the prospect that the wages 
explosion is only the begin- 
ning, and that the divide is 
likely to grow. A glance 
across the Atlantic demon- 
strates the way ahead. 

Kevin Brown, a pitcher 
with baseball’s Los Angeles 
Dodgers, takes home £11 mil- 
lion ($27.5m) a year, while 
home-run specialist Ken 
Griffey Junior, a role-model 
who features on breakfast 
cereal boxes, recently signed 
a £77 million ($152m) nine- 
year deal to join Cincinnati 
Reds. 

Staggering sums, but just 
the going rate for the best. 
Rivaldo, arguably the finest 
footballer in the world, has 
only made up some of the lee- 
way. 

At some stage, even lag- 
ging behind Serie A and 
Spain’s Primera Liga, the 
Premiership will have no 
option but to play the same 
crazy game. It is as inevitable 
as the sun rising, 


remier League football 
P=: Bradford City 

signed Italian Benito 
Carbone last week. 

Club officials announced at 
a news conference that 
Carbone had joined the club 
from Aston Villa in a four- 
year deal, but they did not say 
how much the contract was 
worth, 

“He’s a fantastic striker. He 
can create and score unbeliey- 
able goals,” manager Chris 
Hutchings said. 

Coventry City made a late 


utch winger Ivars 
Overmars said 
last week he was 


| ready to take on the 
| unenviable task of filling 
|| the void left by Luis Figo. 

Overmars arrived from 
English Premier League 
Arsenal last month with a 
reputation as one of the 
best left-sided midfielders 
in the game and new Barca 
| coach Llorenc Serra Ferrer 
| has played him in that 
position throughout the 
pre-season. 

But with the club yet to 
find a replacement right 
winger following Figo’s 
departure for arch rivals 
Real Madrid, Overmars is 
teady for a switch to the 
other flank. 

“T’ve played on the right 
before in the Netherlands 
and I wouldn’t have any 
problem at all doing it 


bid for the player but Carbone 


Marc Overmars: The new Figo 


again,” the Dutch intema- 
tional said. 

“I believe I'm capable 
of moving to the right and 
Td happily accept that, 
although it’s not for me to 
say where I should play.” 

Figo’s departure has led 
to relentless speculation in 
the Spanish media over 
who might be joining 
Barca before the start of 
the new season. 

The latest player to be 
linked with a move to the 
Catalan club is French for- 
ward Thierry Henry. 

According to Sport 
newspaper, Barca are 
ready to pay 20 million 
pounds ($50m) to make 
the French forward their 
third capture from Arsenal 
this summer, following the 
signings of Overmars and | 
Emmanuel Petit, | 


rance coach Roger 
Pieces wants to 

persuade Laurent 
Blanc and _ Didier 
Deschamps to extend their 
international careers when 
his players meet for a char- 
ity match in Marseille later 
this month. 

Lemerre named his victo- 
tious 22-man European 
championship squad. for a 
gala match against a FIFA 
World Siars side. 

The game, at the Stade 
Velodrome on August 16, 
was supposed to mark the 
final appearance in a French 


agreed to move to Valley 
Parade following lengthy talks 
with Bradford chairman 
Geoffrey Richmond and man- 
ager Chris Hutchings, club 
sources said. 

Carbone was set to become 
Bradford’s fifth signing of the 
British summer joining fellow 
new players David Hopkin, 
Dan Petresev, Peter Atherton 
and Jan Nolan. 

The 28-year-old striker 
moved from Sheffield 
Wednesday to Aston Villa last 
October. But Villa were unable 
to reach an agreement with the 


former Inter Milan player over 
a new contract. 

Carbone was expected to 
tetum to Italian football with 
Napoli leading the race for his 
signature. It emerged earlier 


Bradford were ready to offer 
Carbone a lucrative deal. 

“After talking with the 
chairman and the manager, I 
realised they have a lot of 
ambition. I want to perform. I 
want to play my best football 
for the fans and the club,” 
Carbone said. 


SRAOFORY SECURE CARBONE 


week, however, that 


strengthen Bradford’s bid to 
avoid a repeat of last season’s 
relegation battle when they 
only managed to avoid an 
immediate return to the first 
division with a last day win 
over Liverpool. 

Bradford 
Saunders has applauded the 
decision to sign Carbone. 

“T think it will be a fantastic 
signing for the club,” he said. 
“Carbone is a very good play- 
er and he will be a great asset 
to the team.” 


jersey of Blanc, the 34-year- 
old Inter Milan defender, 

Deschamps, the France 
captain who transferred from 
Chelsea to Spanish club 
Valencia this summer, has 
also hinted at quitting the 
international arena. 

But Lemerre told a news 
conference: “I want to talk to 
both players about the wis- 
dom of retizingy It would be a 
great pity if either of them 
made a hasty decision when 
they still have plenty of good 
football ahead of them.” 

Lemerre said the match in 
Marseille would be an ideal 


Kewell and Viduka 


opportunity to celebrate 
France’s World Cup aad 
European championship tri- 


The signing will further 


Lemerte to urge Blanc, Deschamps not to quit 


game. 
“Even if it is a charity 
match we are still competi- 


umphs. tors,” he said. 
He wants to thank the Deschamps is one of nine 
squad that won Euro 2000 by — members of the French squad 


beating Italy 2-1 in the final 
in Rotterdam. 

“This is not the time to 
think about our next steps, 
about defending the World 
Cup,” he said. “This is a time 
to celebrate our victories.” 

Lemerre said he would be 
taking the match seriously 
and pointed out that FIFA 
had agreed international caps 
could be awarded for the 


to have switched clubs since 
last season. 

Only five of the squad are 
still contracted to French 
clubs and striker Sylvain 
Wiltord is set to quit 
Girondins Bordeaux this 
week, 

Lemerre will wait until 
France play England in a 
friendly in Paris on 
September 2 to begin 


striker Dean 


“~ 


remoulding his side ahead of 
France’s 2002 World Cup 
defence in Japan and South 
Korea. He said he did not 
expect major changes to the 
current squad. 

The Marseille match is 
being played to benefit the 
SOS-Children’s _ Villages 
charity, 

The FIFA World Stars 
team will include Italian 
Roberto Baggio, Argentine 
Fernando Redondo, Liberian 
George Weah and talented 
Japanese player Hidetoshi 
Nakata. 


heading for Olympics 


Kewell and Mark Viduka for the first six weeks of 


| Fee 


% the Premier League after both players said they 
hoped to play in the Olympic Games next month. 

Kewell and Viduka are eager to play for the Olympic hosts 
in Sydney and Leeds are powerless to stop them. 

Kewell, who is currently injured, said in his column in the 
Sydney Sunday Telegraph: “Those know-alls who have written 
me olf for the Olympics are way-off-beam. 

“Sure I'm injured right now but contrary to reports I'm still 
hopeful of playing the first Premier League match of the sea- 
son for Leeds at home to Everton, 

“Tm still focused on the Olympic Games as much as I ever 
was. Why wouldn't I be? 

“But it’s a case of looking at the bigger picture. And that pic- 
ture includes the Olympic Games.” 

Suriker Viduka, a six million pound (signing from Celtic, 
said: “T always love playing for my country, for Australia, and 
it’s very important for me to also play at home in the Sydney. 


Olympics. 


“1 would Hike to play but as-yet I haven't discussed it with | 


I David O'Leary.” 


_ Soccer Australia have asked Kewell and Viduka to report for 
duty on August 20, a day after the Premier League starts. 
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Send Offs and late 
goal ruin Leeds night 


Leeds United 2 
V 1860 Mun | 4 


hree players were sent off as 

i Leeds United gained a narrow 

2-1 advantage over TSV 1860 

Munich in a stormy Champions 
League clash last week. 

Leeds pair Oliver Dacourt and Eirik 
Bakke went off for second yellow card 
offences in the second half of the third 
qualifying round first leg and Leeds’ 
frustration was completed when Paul 


Agostino grabbed a vital away goal for 
the Germans in injury time. 

- The German side had Ned Zelic dis- 
missed in the 41st minute for a foul on 
Tan Harte. 

After a low key opening period Leeds 
striker Alan Smith capitalised on a mis- 
take by defender Martin Stranzl in the 
40th minute and was left free to head 
home the opener. 

Leeds were lucky to be given a 7\st 
minute penalty when Smith was tripped 
outside the box but lan Harte grabbed the 
opportunity and sent Michael Hofmann 


the wrong way from the spot. 

Munich always looked dangerous, 
however, and grabbed their deserved goal 
in the third minute of injury time when 
Agostino converted a perfect cross from 
Thomas Haessler. 

Leeds boss David O'Leary was less 
concerned about the late lapse than the 
performance of Cypriot referee Costas 
Kapitanis. 

“T thought all the sending offs were 
unbelievable and the one where their lad 
went was a joke,” O’Leary said. 

“T don’t think the two lads of ours that 


got sent off should have even been given 
a booking in the first place.” 

Leeds had come into the game suffer- 
ing a rash of injuries and O'Leary said he 
was not confident about the second leg. 

“It’s not good going into one of the 
biggest games this club has had with nine 
players out,” he said. 

Munich coach Werner Lorant said the 
late goal makes a huge difference. 

“It’s very important and although we 
are still a goal behind it will now be a 
very different game in Munich,” he said. 


Ned Zelic: Sent off! 


VALENCIA | VYardel doubles seals 


GOALLESS Galatasaray success 
AT TIROL | & oe 


The lanky ‘Brazilian sealed victory in the 
Galatasaray Ea 78th minute by deflecting a thunderous low 

Tirol innsbruck 

Valencia ; 


razilian Jardel scored once in each _Y0ss into the bottom comer. 
L: season’s Champions League runners-up 


Ranger's take huge 
step towards 
Champions League 


Herfoelge Oo 
Rangers 3 


angers cruised to an easy 3-0 win over 

Danish outsiders Herfoelge in their 

hampions Léague third qualifying round 

first leg match last week to virtually secure a 
place in the group stage. 

Denmark’s surprise champions never threat- 
ened as the Scottish champions took command in 
midfield. 

Joerg Albertz opened the scoring in the 28th 
minute with a thundering left-foot shot from 35 
metres and Rod Wallace put the guests 2-0 ahead 
three minutes later, capitalising from close range 
on a left wing cross. 

Rangers continued to dominate in the second 
half and Lorenzo Amoruso sealed the win with a 
sizzling freekick in the 59th minute. 


half to lift UEFA Cup holders 
Galatasaray to a 2-1 win over St 
Gallen in their Champions League third 
qualifying round first leg last week. 
Valencia began the new campaign with a low St Gallen, forced to play at Zurich’s 
key goalless draw at Austrian champions Tirol Hardturm stadium because their ground did 
Innsbruck last week. not meet UBFA standards, rewarded the sup- 
Valencia, who lost (o Real Madrid in the final in May, porters who made the 100 km journey when 
were well below their best and 2 thundering 44th minute Charles Amoah opened the scoring in the 
shot against the bar by Gaizka Mendieta was a rare foray 14th minute. 
in the first leg of the third qualifying round tie. Amoah, top marksman in the Swiss league 
A further effort by Mendicta, the best player on the last szason, stunned the visitors when he beat 
pitch, was blocked by defender Aleksander Knavs in the | — Taffarel to a looping ball that the goalkeeper 
70th minute while Tirol goalkeeper Stanislay had misjudged and headed it into a gaping 
Tschertschessov held a shot by Alonso in the 80th. 
Valencia goalkeeper Canizares saved second half 
efforts by Markus Anfang and Radislav Gilewicz. 
‘The tnost remarkable aspect of the match: was thé 10 


net. 
Jardel, the player Galatasaray hope will 
yellow cards awarded by English referee ‘Michael Riley 
of which six wentto the Austrians. 


Shevchenko double helps 
Milan to 3-1 win 


was left unmarked near the far post and 
goal to the Croatian champi-  Demetrio Albertini freekick. 
ons after 20 minutes. 
Defender Renato 


Mario Jardel: Double blow. 


Inter suffer 
Swedish setback 


competitive debut. The Irish interna- 
tional was through on goal just before 
halftime only for goalkeeper Bengt 


gborg 
Inter Milan }o 


Under-21 international 
The Ukrainian, top scorer and new signing Gianni 


AC Milan 3 
Dinamo Zagreb | 1 


double strike from 
Andriy Shevchenko 
helped AC Milan to 


a hard-fought 3-1 win over 
Dinamo Zagreb in the final 
qualifying round of the 
Champions League last 
week, 

Milan, crushed 5-I at 
home by Real Madrid in a 
friendly last month and 
thwarted in the close season 
transfer market, conceded a 
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Pilipovic wriggled free 


in Serie A last season in his 
first year in Italy, put 


of his marker and met Milan ahead on the 
a comer kick with a hour with a slightly 
glancing header j fortunate second 


which looped into 
the right hand side 
of Christian 


Abbiati’s net. 


later Shevchenko sparked 

the Milan fightback with a 
close range header after he 
had been left unmarked at 
the back post from a 


goal 
Albertini scuffed 
i free kick from the 
edge of the box, the 


But two. minutes 1899 ball came off the base 


of Dinamo’s defensive 
wall and spun through to the 
back post where Shevchenko 
guided it into the net with 
the inside of his knee, 


Comandini gave Milan what 
could prove a vital third goal 
in the final minute, pulling 
the ball down on the right 
hand side of the penalty area 
and firing a low shot under 
goalkeeper Tomislav Butina. 
Dinamo will consider 
themselves unlucky to have 
lost by two goals and did 
enough to suggest they will 
test Milan in the return leg. 


a 


wy 


elite of European football began 

disappointingly when they were 
beaten 1-0 by Sweden’s 
Helsingborg in the first leg of their 
third qualifying round tie. 

Inter, anxious to return to the 
Champions League after missing out 
last season, had the- best of the game 
against Helsingborg with new signing 
Robbie Keane making an impressive 


[« Milan’s bid to rejoin the 


Andersson to make a superb save. 

With Frenchman Laurent Blanc 
also producing an assured perfor- 
mance, Inter looked set for at least’a 
draw. 

But Helsingborg midfielder 
Michael Hansson changed things 
round eight minutes from time when 
he crashed home a sweet right-foot 
volley. 


World Rankings 


UEFA SHOW STURM’S 
STRAFNER BELATED RED CARD 


(Valid until September 6) S turm Graz striker Gerald qualifying round match. match and immediately informed Sturm 
Strafner was shown a red card Strafner, who at the time was playing Graz manager Heinz Schilcher as well 
last week — a day after he as an emergency defender in Sturm's as the UEFA. Strafner said: “I was 

should have received it for two book- surprise 2-1 win over the Dutch side, aware that it was my second yellow 
ings in his club’s Champions League will now miss the second leg in card but when the referee didn’t send 
qualifier against Feyenoord, Rotterdam. me off I thought that perhaps the first 


OCOnMn son — 


151= Sri Lanka 
154 Andorra 
155 Dominican Republic 


cee EATER GEE 


1 


; 


ECUUEEE ES [PEEP Peay 
es 


UEFA’s disciplinary commission 
had issued the red card after Norwegian 
Teferee Terje Hauge admitted to having 


forgotten to send Strafner off after two - 


yellow cards in the first leg of the third 


lovenia coach Srecko 
Katanec’s dispute with 
Valencia midfielder Zlatko 


Zahovic ended last week with 
Zahovic being left out of the squad 


ing Slovenia lacked a team leader. 

According to local media 
Zahovic, who scored three of 
Slovenia’s four goals at Euro 2000, 
was insulted by his coach’s com- 
ment and argued with him on the 
phone. 


The error occurred four minutes into 
injury time and just seconds before 
Feyenoord’s Argentine international 
Julio Ricardo Cruz was sent off. 

Hauge realised his mistake after the 


Zahovie dropped after 1 ‘row with coach 


for this week’s friendly against the uation to me,” said Katanec. 
1587 Gap Vette ans Czech Republic. Zahovic said he respected 
The pair fell out after a local Katanec’s decision not to call him 
sports daily reported Katanec as say- up for the friendly against the 


Zlatko Zahovic: Dropped. 


yellow had been just a waming. 

“It was not important for the game 
because the whistle came one minute 
later.” 


“Zahovic knows that I meant 
what I said in the papers, He is not 
on my list for this match and he will 
not be invited as long as he doesn’t 
clarify the essence of the current sit- 


Czechs on August 16. 

“We exchanged different opinions 
but I think the difference between us 
is not that big that I could not be 
invited for this match,” Zahovic 
said. 


GERMAN PLAYER OF Viale YEAR 


OLIVER KAHN 


ayern Munich gealkeeper 

Oliver Kahn has been voted 

German Footballer of the Year 
by an overwhelming margin. 

The German international won 295 
votes — 192 more than Bayern midfield- 
er and captain Stefan Effenberg, who 
, Was second with 103. 

Bayer Leverkusen and Germany 
defender Jens Nowotny came third with 
65 votes. : 

“He (Kahn) is perfect,” Bayern 
coach Ottmar Hitzfeld said after the 
Tesults of the vote, organised by soccer 
magazine Kicker, were published last 
week, 

“Tt is not by accident that he was 
named the best goalkeeper in the world 
Tast year already. 

“He was the outstanding player of 
the season, not only in the Bundesliga 
but also in the Champions League,” 
said Hitzfeld. 


Kahn helped Bayern to the League 
and Cup double and to the sémi-finals 
of the Champions League last season. 

He was also one of few German 
players to emerge out of a disastrous 
Euro 2000 campaign with credit. 

The 31-year-old succeeds veteran 
libero Lothar Matthaus, his former team 
mate at Bayern, now with New York- 
New Jersey MetroStars. 

He becomes the fifth goalkeeper to 
receive the award since it was intro- 
duced in 1960 and the first since 
Andreas Koepke in 1993. 

“Lam very proud of this award, par- 
ticularly because it is one with tradi- 
tion,” said Kahn, “Being up there with 
Franz Beckenbauer and Uwe Seeler is 
quite impressive.” 

Kahn, who joined Bayern from 
Karlsruhe SC in 1994, has been 
Germany's number one goalkeeper 
since Koepke retired from the interna- 
tional game after the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France, He has won 27 caps. 


Oliver Kahn: Top award. 


German Footballer of the Year results 


Costa Rica 
1. Oliver Kahn (Bayern Munich} 295 yotes Last 10 winners: 
2. Stefan Effenberg (Baye Munich) 103 » 1991 Stefan Kuntz (Kaiserslautern) 
“Swaziland 3. Jens Nowotny (Bayer Leverkusen) 65 1992 Thomas Haessler (AS Roma) 
“Tajikistan - Turks and Caicos fs, 4= Emerson (Bayer Leverkusen} 47 1993 Andreas Koepke (Nuremberg) 


4= HansJoerg Butt (Hamburg SV) 47 
6. Youri Djorkaeff (Kaiserstautern) 35. 
7= Lothar Matthaus © 
(New York-New Jersey MetroStars) 35 
7= Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich) 33 
9. Sebastian Deisier (Hertha Berlin) 29 
10. Thomas Haesster (TSV 1860 Munich) 23, 


Fiji Bhutan 

Grenada Guam 

Lesotho Montserrat 
Luxemburg ‘American Samoa 


1994 Juergen Klinsmann (Tottenham Hotspur} 
1995 Matthias Sammer (Borussia Dortmund) 

* 1996 Matthias Sammer (Borussia Dortmund) 
1997 Juemen Kohler (Borussia Dortmund) 
1998 Oliver Bierhoff (AC Milan) 

#999 Lothar Matthaeus (Bayem Munich) 
2000 Oliver Kahn (Bayem Munich) 


19 
20 
21 
22 
22 
24 
25 
25 
27 
28 
29= 
29= 
= 
S1= 
33= 
335 
= 
= 
7 
38= 
38= 
38= 
41 
42= 
42= 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
s7 
58= 
58= 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66. 
67 

| 68= 
68= 


nag 


203. 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet do not appear in the table. 
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McManaman left out of Real Madrid squad 


was cast into further doubt last week when 
was he left off the squad list for a friendly 
match in Portugal. 

The England international, who has yet to feature 
in Real’s pre-season programme, was omitted from 
the 19-man squad announced on the club’s official 
Web site for the game against Sporting Lisbon. 

Earlier, the former Liverpool winger pledged to 
fight for his future at Real despite being told by 
coach Vicente del Bosque that he would find it hard 
to win a place in the team. 

McManaman, reacting to reports in Spanish sports 
daily Marca that Real had put him up for sale to help 
cut their wage bill, said that he was relishing the 
prospect of a battle for a first team place next season. 

“I’ve spoken to the coach and (technical director) 
Jose Martinez Pirri and they’ve told me that in 
sporting terms this year is going to be very hard for 
me,” said the player. 

“T told them I wanted to stay and they said fine but 
it’s going to be a battle for your place in the side. 


S= McManaman’s future at Real Madrid 


Steve McManaman: Left out. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


- SPECIAL REDUCED > 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
RING NOW 


(02) 9558 2202 


HEAD OFFICE: 

236A Illawarra Road, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
PH: (02) 9558 2202 

FAX; (02) 9559 2551 
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“I said no problem. I’m willing to work hard and J 
want to be successful here.” 

Real’s Web site noted that because of injury 
Fernando Hierro and Ivan Helguera were not 
included in what looks to be a full strength squad but 
there. was no mention of McManaman. 

McManaman, who arrived on a free transfer from 
Liverpool last summer, is one of the highest earners 
at Real but despite a promising first season he is 
unlikely to start many games next term. 

Luis Figo, Real’s world record signing from 
Barcelona, will be the first choice on the night wing, 
while two other new signings Claude Makelele and 
Flavio Conceicao will contest the central midfield 
slot vacated by Fernando Redondo. 

“Real have spent a lot of money over the summer 
to strengthen the squad but 1 don’t know what the 
situation is in terms of money,” said McManaman. 

“T want to stay. I learned a lot in my first season 
here and I want to continue learning - to become a 
better player and a better person.” 


“~™ 
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Bonfrere 
Olympic 
‘demands met 


igeria coach Jo Boufrere has 
defied his employers and 
appointed his own assistants 
ahead of the Olympic team’s defence of 
their gold medal in Sydney. 
Netherlands-born Bonfrere suid earlier 
this yeur that be would work with coaches 
chosen by the Nigerian FA (NFA), but has 
gone back on his word as his under-23 
squad prepare for next month's Games. 
NFA's secretary general ‘Tijani Yusuf 
said Bonfrere, who coached Nigeria to 
victory in Atlanta in 1996, had picked 
Lawrence Akpokona and Musa Abdullahi 
to replace Bitrus Bewarsng and Joe Erico. 
“We've had to allow Bonfrere:. to have 
his way if it’s the only way we can retain 
the soccer gold in Sydney,” Yusuf said, 
adding that the new deputies had joined 
the Olympic squad currently preparing in 
the Netherlands. 


BOMB ALERT AT SWISS HOTEL 
HOSTING GALATASARAY 


wiss police searched for 
explosives in the hotel hosting 
Turkish soccer team 


fter a bomb alert, a 
e spokesman said last 


Galatasar 


A warning letter said a bomb had 
been placed to draw attention to the 
circumstances of political prisoners 
in Turkey, but police declared the 
hotel safe after their search. 


ayern Munich playmaker and 
Be Stefan Effenberg will be 

out of action for at least two 
months after undergoing Achilles 
surgery, a club spokesman said. 

Effenberg, who had been hampered by 
Achilles trouble since the end of last 
season, played in Bayern’s 6-2 victory 
over regional side FC Erzgebirge Aue. 

The 32-year-old even scored a goal in 
Bayern’s last warm-up for the defence of 
their Bundesliga title which began over 
the weekend. 

But during the week, he felt pain again 
and was examined by team doctor Hans- 
Wilhelm Mueller-Wohlfahrt, who said 
surgery was needed immediately. 

Club spokesman Markus Hoerwick 
said the operation was performed in 
Munich, 

Coach Ottmar Hitzfeld was without 
four other first-choice players for his 
side’s opening Bundesliga match. 

Brazilian striker Elber has a broken 
foot and will remain out of action for two 
weeks. 

His compatriot Paulo Sergio is nursing 
a sore calf muscle and fellow midfielder 
Thomas Strunz has a torn thigh muscle. 


“There was a bomb alert yesterday 
evening but I am not going to give 
any details because we do not want 
copycat pranksters calling for the 
rest of the day,” the police 
spokesman said. 

Galatasaray of Istanbul were in 

jitzerland for a match against FC 

a 8 Rpembions League 


Stefan Effenberg: Surgery. 


Both have been ordered to rest for 
another 10 days. 

French wing back Bixente Lizarazu 
resumed training only 10 days ago and is 
not yet fully fit. 


World C 


erman soccer chief Horst R. 
Schmidt has said that no 


money would be spared in his “Winning the right to host makes the it is an open contest.” 
country’s efforts to make the 2006 | DFB responsible for a budget of several Schmidt said he thought hosting the 
World Cup the best of all time. hundred million marks, And that can’t 2006 finals would provide a shot-in- 


“It is not primarily about commerce,” 
Schmidt, the German Football 
Association (DFB) general secretary, 
was quoted as saying. 

“But as a federation we want to 
organise the best event there has ever 
been. That’s the standard we’re 
working toward. 


best ever 


~ But Schmidt said the host country 
still aimed to make a profit, 


end in the red.” 

Germany still has to choose the 12 
venues from a shortlist of 16 cities and 
Schmidt hinted that Leipzig, the only 
eastern German city on the list, would 
be selected. 

“Tt is hard to imagine a World Cup 
without Leipzig and for that. matter 


only stadiums with capacities of more 
than 60,000,” he said. “Other than that, 


the-arm for the profile of German 
soccer which has declined in recent 
years, 

“Not having to qualify is irrelevant,” 
he said. “But without a doubt hosting 
the World Cup is good for Germany. 

“It will be the catalyst for many 
positive developments during the next 


Franz Beckenbauer: Leading the 
way. 


Babbel wants 
international break 


You can’t skimp to achieve that.” Berlin and Munich because they are the few years.” 


committee ¢. 


he head of South Korea’s 2002 
World Cup organising committee 
has resigned for personal reasons, 
a committee spokesman said last week. 
“Chairman Park Seh-jik 
resigned and thé job will be 
handled by Chung Mong-joon, 
the vice president, until a new 
president is elected within a 
few months,” the spokesman, 
Park Jin-bae, said. 
No other details were given 
but the abrupt resignation 
came amid media reports of 
infighting in the 67-member 
committee over South Korea’s 
preparations for the first World Cup soccer 
event to be held in Asia. 
The committee will hold a meeting to 


select a new chairman within the next two European championship reports were true,” he Fox Sports 
months, the spokesman said, over and over again,” said added. 12am Jam 
(Monday Morning) 


Scots, Irish 
may bid for 


cotland, Wales, message to the Scottish ; is _ pictured making a eesture-at the MONDAY AUGUST 21 
Ge Ireland and Association on the matter wohrarpne rit ie vee ir English Premier League 

the Irish Republic are and we would hope that in week to show that while he But it was a different Gascoigne Man Utd v Newcastle (Replay) 
considering a Celtic bid to the coming months the | may be on his last legs against Plymouth and his goal, Fox Sports 2 
host the European attempts to stage these | physically, his football brain is as midway through the first half, was 10am ~ 12pm 
championship finals in prestigious finals will sharp as ever. pantieichedsin (Monday Moming) 
2008, the Football strengthen and, perhaps, Gazza, on from the start in Sa Joe-Max . 
Association of Ireland become a reality,” FAI Everton's friendly at Plymouth, Moore double. a igen a f 
(FAI) said last week. president Pat Quigley and conjured a wonderful first-time With the 0 agin 7 

Leaders of the four chief executive Bernard half-volley from wide on the right. game petering bom 4 

associations met in Zurich at O’Byrne said in a joint The former England midfielder out, Gazza ia 


the weekend to discuss a 
possible bid, although 


his piece of magic crowned a fine exquisite Fox Sports 
Scotland wants to continue by Belgium and the performance — something the through-ball 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
to examine the feasibility of Netherlands this year, the near-14,000 Home Park fans were for Mark 
going it alone, the Dublin- first time a major not slow to appreciate. Hughes, When English Premier League 
based FAI said. tournament has been Now 33, Gascoigne joined Everton SBS TV 
The FAI said it was organised in such a way. Everton on a free transfer from manager Walter Smith replaced 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
accepted at the meeting that Portugal will host the next Middlesbrough last month. His Gascoigne 10 minutes from time, 


inclusion of one or all of the European championship in first few outings were the crowd gave the smiling veteran English Premier League 
other associations may bring 2004. The 2002 World Cup controversial. a standing ovation. Arsenal ys Liverpool (LIVE) 
benefits and increase the is also being split between At Dundee United he became Alex Nyarko and Stephen Fox Sports 
chances of a successful bid. two countries - Japan and | involved in a flare-up and at Hughes added second-half goals to dam ~7.30am 


“Already we have sent a 


Ryan Giggs: Welsh 
wizard. 


hief resigns 


Last month, local media quoted the 
Culture and Tourism Minister as saying 
Park Seh-jik should resign for mishandling 
internal discord on the committee. 

Park Seh-jik, a retired 
general, was chairman of the 
1988 Seoul Olympics 
committee. 

South Korea is co-hosting 
the 2002 World @ap-with 
Japan — another first. 

It has been criticised at 
home and abroad for lagging 
behind Japan in building 
stadiums and tourism 

facilities, 

The organising committee spokesman 
said, however, the new stadiums should ail 
be completed by December 2001. 


and Welsh 
Euro 2008 


statement. 
The finals were co-hosted 


South Korea, 


ew Liverpool signing 
Markus Babbel, fed 
up with criticism of 


the German national team, 
has said he wants to take a 
break from international 
football. 


“Lam happy that J am in 
Liverpool, a long way away 
from it all,” the defender 
said. “I need a break.” 

Babbel, who last week 
said he wanted to quit 
international football 
altogether, said he had 
been hurt by criticism 
following Germany's shock 
early exit from Euro 2000. 

“At least here I don't 
have to talk about the 


was clearly enjoying himself and 


Tranmere last week he was 
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Gascoigne off the mark 
with a screamer 


the 27-year-old, who joined 
Liverpool on a free transfer 
at the end of last season 
after six years with Bayern 
Munich. 

Babbel said reports 
saying he had partied in 
Cologne with other German 
internationals until three in 
the morning shortly after 
the team’s elimination from 
Euro 2000 were not true. 

“We were in Cologne, we 
had a civilised dinner and 
we left long before 
midnight,” he said. 

“I was irritated by the 
fact that no one from the 
German FA called me to 
find out whether the 


produced an 


give Everton a 5-0 win. 


Man Utd y Neweastle (LIVE) 


US Major League 
San Jose vs D.C. United 
Optus (ESPN) 
2am - 4am 
(Monday Morning) 


English Premier League 


(Monday. Moming) 


29 


GNLACKY 13 


Pressman sent off in seconds 


the first half, with Georgian 
international Temuri Ketsbaia 
scoring on his debut. 

Ketsbaia, bought for 900,000 
pounds ($1.35 million) from 
Newcastle United, hammered 
home a shot from a free-kick after 


heffield Wednesday 
goalkeeper Kevin 
Pressman suffered one of 
the fastest sending-offs in world 
soccer history last Sunday when 


his team drew 1-1 with 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in 


the English first division. 18 minutes. 
Pressman was shown the red He had the ball in the net again 


card for a handball outside the 
area after just 13 seconds of the 
match at Molineux. 

He lasted three seconds !onger 
than the current world record, set 
by Bologna’s Giuseppe Lorenzo 
in an Italian league match in 
1990. 

But the red card was believed 
to be the fastest in English soccer 
history. 

Wolves went on to dominate 


ENGLISH CHARITY SHIELD 


Chelsea 2 (Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 22, 
Mario Melchiot 73) Manchester United 0. 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Wolverhampton 1 Sheffield Wednesday 1, 
Bamsley 1 Norwich 0, Blackburn 2 Crystal 
Palace 0, Bolton 1 Bumley 1, Fulham 2 
Crewe 0, Gillingham 1 Stockport 3, 
Grimsby | Preston 2, Huddersfield 1 
Watford 2, Nottingham Forest 1 West 
Bromwich 0, Queens Park Rangers 0 
Birmingham 0, Sheffield United 2 
Portsmouth 0, Wimbledon 0 Tranmere 0. 


wD 
1 


> 
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1, Stockport 

2. Blackbum 

3. Fulham 

4, Sheffield Utd 
5. Preston 

6. Watford 

7. Barnsley 

8. Nottm Forest 
9. Bolton 

19. Burnley 

II, Sheff Wed 
12. Wolverhmm 
13, Birmingham 
14. QPR 

15. Tranmere 
16. Wimbledon 
17. Grimsby 

18. Huddersfield 
19. Norwich 

20. West Brom 
21. Gillingham. 
22. Crewe 

23. Crystal Plee 1 
24. Portsmouth 1 0 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Bristol Rovers 1 Bournemouth 1, 
Cambridge United 0 Bury 1, Luton Town0 
Notts County 1, Millwall 2 Reading 0, 
Northampton Town | Brentford 1, Oldham 
Athletic 4 Port Vale 1, Oxford United 0 
Peterborough United 1, Rotherham United 
2 Walsall 3, Stoke City 0 Wycombe 
Wanderers 0, Swansea City 0 Wigan 
Athletic 0, Swindon Town 0 Colchester 
United 0, Wrexham 0 Bristol City 2. 
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after a 35th minute free-kick but 
that effort was disallowed for an 
infringement. 

Andy Booth equalised for 
Wednesday in the 79th minute, 
meeting Dutchman Wim Jonk’s 
comer with a diving header from 
close range. 

Both sides were playing their 
opening match in the first division 
season which kicked off on 
Saturday. 


aad 


3, Millwall 1 
4, Walsall 1 
5. Bury 1 
6, Notts County 1 
7. Peterborough 1 
8. Boumemouth 1 
9. Brentford u 
10, Bristol Rvrs 1 
11.. Northampton 1 
12. Colchester 1 
13. Stoke | 
14. Swansea 1 
15. Swindon 1 
16. Wigan 1 
17. Wycombe 1 
18. Rotherham = 1 
19. Cambridge 1 
20. Luton 1 
21. Oxford Utd 1 
22. Reading 1 
23. Wrexham = 1 
24. Port Vale 1 


ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 


See enn noecneeoocoSsesoooseo 
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Barnet 3 Shrewsbury Town 0, Blackpool 3 
Hull City 1, Carlisle United 2 Halifax Town 
2, Cheltenham Town 2 Mansfield Town 2, 
Chesterfield 4 York City 1, Exeter City 1 
Cardiff City 2, Kidderminster Harriers 2 
Torquay United 0, Lincoln City 0 
Hartlepool United 2, Macclesfield Town 0 
Scunthorpe United 1, Plymouth Argyle 0 
Leyton Orient 1, Rochdale 1 Darlington 1, 
Southend United 2 Brighton & Hove 
Albion 0. 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 1 Hearts 1, Celtic 2 Kilmarnock 
1, St Mirren 1 Rangers 3, Dundee United 1 
Motherwell 1, Dunfermline Athletic 1 St 
Johnstone 1, Hibernian 5 Dundee 1 


P WD 
1. Rangers 3 
2. Celtic 3 
3. Hibernian = 3 
4, Dundee 3 
5, Aberdeen 3 
6. Hearts $) 
7.Kilmarnock = 3 
8. StJohnstone 3 
9. Dunfermline 3 
10. Motherwell 3 
11. Dundee Utd 3 
12.StMinren = 3 
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LEADING SCORERS 
§ - Billy Dodds (Rangers) 


7 


Kevin Pressman: Lasted 
just 13 seconds. 


from 


change his mind. 


not included. 


4 - Didier Agathe (Hibernian) 
3 - Andy McLaren (Kilmamock) 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Airdrieonians 1 Raith Rovers 1, Alloa 
Athletic 1 Ayr United 1, Falkirk 1 Morton 
0, Livingston 3 Inverness Cal.Th. 1, Ross 
County 0 Clyde 2. 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Berwick Rangers 2 Arbroath 1, Clydebank 
1 Stenhousemuir 0, Forfar Athletic 0 
Queen’s Park 1, Partick Thistle 2 Stranraer 
1, Queen of the South 0 Stirling Albion 0. 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Cowdenbeath 5 Albion Rovers 0, 
Dumbarton 0 Brechin City 2, East Fife 1 
Peterhead 1, Elgin 0 Hamilton Academical 
2, Montrose 0 East Stirlingshire 1. 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Eintracht Frankfurt 3 SpVgg Unterhaching 
0, Schalke 04 2 Cologne 1, Bayern Munich 
4 Hertha Berlin 1, Kaiserslautern 0 VfL 
Bochum 1, Bayer Leverkusen 2 VfL 
Wolfsburg 0, SC Freiburg 4 VfB Stuttgart 
0, Werder Bremen 3 Energie Cottbus 1, 
Hamburg SV 2 TSV 1860 Munich 2, 
Borussia Dortmund 1 Hansa Rostock 0. 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


PSG 2 Sedan 1, Marseille 0 Lens 0, 
Strasbourg 1 Monaco 3, Auxerre | Bastia 0, 
Bordeaux 2 Troyes 2, Guingamp 0 Nantes 
1, Lille 1 Stade Rennes 0, Olympique Lyon 
0 Metz 0, Toulouse | St Etienne 1. 


wo 
1. Lille 

2. PSG 

3. Lens 

4, Nantes 

5. Bastia 

6, AJ Auxerre 
7. St Etienne 
8. Sedan 

9. Monaco 
10. Marseille 
11, Lyon 

12. Rennes 
13= Toulouse 
13= Metz 

15. Troyes 
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But when the former Barcelona 
coach named a squad of 21 
players to take part in the first 
training sessions under his 
supervision, Bergkamp, 31, was 


“1 understand that Dennis’s 
decision was a definitive one and 
I have to reconcile myself to 
that,” said Van Gaal. 

Bergkamp was quoted as 
saying: “I have decided, after 
months of weighing the pros and 


club competition.” 


16. Bordeaux 3 


17. Guingamp 
18. Strasbourg 3 


BELGIAN FIRS 


DIVISION 


Bruges 6 Ghent 2, Aalst 1 Lierse 3, 
Harelbeke 3 Standard Liege 4, Sint-Truiden 
0 Anderlecht 0, Beveren 1 Charleroi 2, La 
Louviere 0 Lokeren 0, Mouscron 3 
Beerschot 0, Mechelen 0 Genk 0, Westerlo 
2 Antwerp 1. 


YUGOSLAV CHAMPIONSHIP 


Sutjeska Niksic 2 Napredak Krusevac 0, 
Red’Star Belgrade 1 Cukaricki Belgrade 0, 
Partizan Belgrade 3 Obilic Belgrade 0, Zeta 
Golubovei 4 Milicionar Belgrade 0, Rad 
Belgrade 0 Zeleznik Belgrade 1, OFK 
Beograd Belgrade 2 Buducnost Podgorica 
0, Zemun Belgrade 0 Sartid Smederevo 1, 
Hajduk Kuia 0 Radnicki Nis 0, Vojvodina 
Novi Sad 5 Radnicki Kragujevac 0. 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Dinamo 2 Sibenik 0, Osijek 4 Cakovec 3, 
Hajduk 2 Slaven Belupo 1, Marsonia 2 
Zagreb 3, Varteks 3 Cibalia 0. 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE QUALIFYING 


THIRD ROUND, FIRST LEG 
Dunaferr (Hungary) 2 (Lengyel 80, Tokoli 
88) Rosenborg (Norway) 2 (Johnsen 52, 
Knudsen 87), AC Milan (Italy) 3 
(Shevchenko 22, 60, Comandini 90) 
Dinamo Zagreb (Croatia) 1 (Pilipovic 
20), Leeds Utd (England) 2 (Smith 40, 
Harte 71pen) TSV 1860 Munich (Germany) 
1 (Agostino 90), Helsingborg (Sweden) 1 
(Hansson 82) Inter Milan (Italy) 0, Tirol 
Innsbruck (Austria) 0 Valencia (Spain) 0, 
Herfoelge (Denmark) 0 Rangers 
(Scotland) 3 (Albertz 28, Wallace 31, 
Amoruso 59), St Gallen (Switzerland) 1 
(Amoah 14) Galatasaray (Turkey) 2 (Jardel 
39, 78), Anderlecht (Belgium) i (Koller 
37) Porto (Portugal) 0, Polonia Warsaw 
(Poland) 2 (Kielbowicz 45, Kaliszan 68) 
Panathinaikos Athens (Greece) 2 
(Warzycha 9, Fissas 38), Shakhtar 
Donetsk (Ukraine) 6 Slavia Prague 
(Czech Rep) 1 (Dosek 87), Dynamo Kiev 
(Ukraine) 0 Red Star Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 
0, Zimbru Chisinau (Moldova) 0 Sparta 
Prague (Czech Rep) 1 (Obajdin 61), 
Brondby (Denmark) 0 Hamburg SV 
(Germany) 2 (Barbarez 83, Mahdavikia 85), 
Sturm Graz (Austria) 2 (Schopp 22pen, 


Dennis Bergkam, 
Concentrating on Arsenal. 
cons, to take this decision. I want 
to focus fully on the (English) 


Dutch to do without Bergkamp 


ennis Bergkamp has 

D== his retirement 

international 

football, new Dutch coach Louis 
yan Gaal said last week. 

The Arsenal striker had said he 
planned to retire after Euro 2000 
but until he made a definite 
announcement, Van Gaal had 
been hopeful of persuading him to 


Holland’s first official test will 
be a World Cup qualifier against 
Treland on September 2. 


Goalkeepers: Van der Sar 
(uventus); ~~ Westerveld 
(Liverpool). 

| Defenders: Reiziger 
| (Barcelona), Ricksen (Rangers), 
Stam (Man, United), Konterman 
(Rangers),» © F.de — Boer 
(Barcelona), Numan (Rangers). 
Midfielders: Bosveld 
(Feyenoord), Seedorf (Inter), 
Bommel. (PSV), Davids 
(Juventus), Van Bronckhorst 
(Rangers), Cocu (Barcelona), 
Bruggink (PSV), 
Strikers: -R. 
(Barcelona), Overmars 
(Barcelona), .; Kluivert 
(Barcelona), Hesselink (FC 
| Twente), Zenden (Barcelona),. 
Bouma (PSV). 


“de. Boer 


90pen) Feyenoord (Netherlands) 1 
(Korneey 7), Besiktas (Turkey) 3 (Kahveci 
11, Nouma 80, Karahan 89) Lokomotiv 
Moscow (Russia) 0, Inter Bratislava 
(Slovakia) 1 (Nemeth 75) Olympique 
Lyon (France) 2 (Anderson 50, Delmotte 
89). 


UEFA CUP QUALIFYING 


‘AIK Stockholm (Sweden) 1 Gomel (Belarus) 
0, Rapid Bucharest (Romania) 3 Mika 
Ashtarak (Armenia) 0, Ventspils (Latvia) 2 
Vasas Budapest (Hungary) 1, Nicosia 
(Cyprus) 0 Bourgas (Bulgaria) 0, Petra 
Dmovice (Czech Rep) 3 Buducnost Banovici 
(Bosnia) 0, Metalurgs (Latvia) 1 Brann 
Bergen (Norway) 1, HJK Helsinki (Finland) 4 
Grevenmacher (Luxembourg) 1, Sliema 
Wanderers (Malta) 2 Partizan Belgrade 
(Yugoslavia) 1, Vorskla Poltava (Ukraine) 2 
Rabotnicki Skopje (Macedonia) 0, Rapid 
Vienna (Austria) 2 Teuta Durres (Albania) 
0, Ekranas (Lithuania) 0 Lierse (Belgium) 3, 
Slavia Mozyr (Belarus) 1 Maccabi Haifa 
(Israel) 1, WIT Georgia Tbilisi (Georgia) 0 
Betar Jerusalem (Israel) 3, Krusevac 
(Yugostavia) 5 Tulevik Viljandi (Estonia) 1, 
Tomorri Berat (Albania) 2 APOEL Nicosia 
(Cyprus) 3, Zalgiris Vilnius (Lithuania) 2 
Ruch Chorzow (Poland) 1, Universitatea 
Craiova (Romania) 1 Pobeda Prilep 
(Macedonia) 1, Constructoral Chisinau 
(Moldova) 2 CSKA Sofia (Bulgaria) 3, 
Slovan Bratislava (Slovakia) 2 Lokomotiv 
Tbilisi (Georgia) 0, Nefchi Baku 
(Azerbaijan) 1 Nova Gorica (Slovenia) 0, 
Ararat Yerevan (Armenia) 2 FC Kosice 
(Slovakia) 3, Sherif Tiraspol (Moldova) 0 
Ljubljana (Slovenia) 0, Constellacio 
(Andorra) 0 Rayo Vallecano (Spain) 10, 
Boavista (Portugal) 2 Barry Town (Wales) 
0, Aberdeen (Scotland) | Bohemians (Ireland) 
2, Vestmannaeyjar (Iceland) 0 Hearts 
(Scotland) 2, Coleraine (Nth Ireland) 1 
Orgryte (Sweden) 2, Glentoran (Nth Ireland) 
0 Lilestrom (Norway) 3, Lausanne 
(Switzerland) 1 Cork City (Ireland) 0, Bangor 
City (Wales) 0 Halmstad (Sweden) 7, AB 
Copenhagen (Denmark) 8 B36 Torshavn 
(Faroe Islands) 0, GI Gotu (Faroe Islands) 0 
Norrkoping (Sweden) 2, Jeunesse Esch 
(Luxembourg) 0 Celtic (Scotland) 4, Folgore 
(San Marino) 1 Basle (Switzerland) 5, MTK 
Budapest (Hungary) | Jokerit (Finland) 0, 
Amica Wronki (Poland) 3 Vaduz 
(Liechtenstein) 0, Bruges (Belgium) 4 Flora 
Tallinn (Estonia) 1, Zeljeznicar Sarajevo 
(Bosnia) 0 Wisla Krakow (Poland) 0, Rijeka 
(Croatia) 3 Valletta (Malta) 2, Kepez Ganja 
(Azerbaijan) 0 Antalyaspor (Turkey) 2, 
Akranes (Iceland) 0 Ghent (Belgium) 3. 


English Premier League 2000/2001 


The Season 
The world's most popular soccer competition, the English Premier 
League kicks off on August 19, 2000. With 10 months of quality games, 
it Will be an exciting season, and you can add to that excitement by 
placing a bet on your favourite team with SportsTAB, 


About SportsTAB : 
SportsTAB is Australia’s leading Sports Betting Agency, and this year is 
offering a wide variety of betting options on all games throughout the 
English Premier League Season. 


Fixed Price Betting 
SportsTAB offers fixed price betting. That means the price you obtain when 
you place your bet is the 
For ex if h S 
e 35 if vin the match. To ma 
options easier, all our displayed prices are 


based ona $1 investment. 


Where Can You Place a Bet? 
Access to betting on the English Premier League is easy. SportsTAB is 
available in over 1500 TAB Agencies, PubTABs and ClubTABs. PubTABs 
and ClubTABs can be found in a variety of Public Bars and Licenced 
Clubs, while TAB Agencies are found in the majority of retail centres in 
your local area. : 


If you don't have access to a nearby TAB Agency, you can always use 
the phone. PhoneTAB gives you the convenience of being able to place 
a bet from your home, office or anywhere there is a phone. You can 
oper PI ankcard and 
immediately. 
ple, so why not open an 

account now, 


TAB Agencies are open from 11.30am Monday to Friday, 10.30am on 
Saturday and midday on Sundays with PhoneTAB and NetTAB available 
from 10.15 am each day. There are varying closing times during the week. 


If you're a fan of the Internet, SportsTAB offers on-line account opening 
and comprehensive betting services at www.sportstab.com.au. 


How to place your Soccer Bet 


To place your SportsTAB bet, pick 
up a betting slip at your local TAB, 
PubTAB or ClubTAB, and follow 
the four easy steps. Mark the 
ticket with any coloured pen, 
except red, by placing an [X] in the 
appropriate boxes. You will need 
a separate ticket for each bet. 


How to Place a PhoneTAB Bet 


To place a PhoneTAB bet from 
anywhere in Australia, call 136 337 
for the cost of a local call. 


Step 1 

The Sport section requires you to mark the 
ticket with the number that corresponds 
to your sport. For English Premier League, 
mark Sport number [8], soccer. 

Step 2 

Each betting option, such as Result, 
Correct Score and First Goal Scorer has a 
unique number which you can find on the 
Soccer wall sheets. 


Step3 

Check the selections on offer and mark 
the number that corresponds with your 
selection here. 


Step4 

Mark the amount of your bet here. The 
minimum amount is $5 and the bet 
amounts increase in $1 increments. 
You can add amounts together. 

eg: [2] + [10] = a $12 bet. 


Information relating to some betting options and selection numbers is shown below. 


What do the English Premier League Betting Options Mean? 


Some of the betting options that will be available on English Premier 
League matches are: 


Result requires you to pick which team will win the match. You can 
also pick a drawn result with this option. Betting is based on the score 
at the end of normal time. 


Correct Score requires you to correctly pick the score at the end of 
the game. Betting is based on the score at the end of normal time. 


First Goal Scorer requires you to correctly pick the player who 
scores the first goal for their team, or the first goal in the match. 


Half Time/Full Time Double requires you to pick both the team leading 
lor a draw) at half time and also the team leading [or a draw] at full time. 
Betting is based on the score at the end of normal time. 


In addition to these there are a number of other betting options 
available, including betting on the winner of the season and also the 
season's top scorer. Check out the SportsTAB wallsheets or website at 
www.sportstab.com.au for more details 


English Premier League Matches 
The first round of matches, and the relevant betting information for the tournament is: 


GAME BETTING CLOSES 


Charlton v Manchester City 10.30pm 19/08/00 1 
Chelsea v West Ham 10.30pm 19/08/00 2 


BETTING OPTION 
- RESULT 1 


SELECTION NUMBERS 
3 
Manchester City 


2 
Chartton Draw 
raw West Ham 


Chelsea Di 


Coventry v Middlesborough 10.30pm 19/08/00 Coventry Draw Middlesborough 
Derby v Southamptom 10.30pm 19/08/00 Derby Draw Southampton 
L 


is v Everton 

ster City v Aston Villa 
Liverpoot v Bradford 
Sundertand v Arsenal 
Tottenham v Ipswich 
Manchester United v Newcastle 


0.30pm 19/08/00 
10.30pm 19/08/00 
10.30pm 19/08/00 
10.30pm 19/08/00 
10.30pm 19/08/00 

5.30pm 20/08/00 


14 
16 
21 
25 
27 


So what are you waiting for? Betting on the English Premier League is available 
now so head to your local TAB or call PhoneTAB on 132 699 to open an account. 


Leeds 

Leicester City 
Liverpool 
Sundertand 
Tottenham 
Manchester United 


Everton 
Aston Villa 
Bradford 
Arsenal 
Ipswich 
Newcastle 


Let's play 
Sports 
www.sportstal 
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